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PRESIDENT'S REPORT

188687 has bean a year of consolidafion and
axpansion for ACON as the gay community grapples
il |Fe enar-widening probdems and issuss broughl
on by Ihe AIDS crigs.

Tha and of ACON's second year has been clouded by
the tragic death of John Gallelly, Prasidant of the
Bobby Goidsmith Foundalbion, ona of the founders ol
ACON, and along serving commitiee mambes. John's
unfiagging devabon fo poopka wilh A105, his lanacity,
his long expenence, wise advice and senaibie head n
& grigig will oll be sonoly missed by the commatias: his
tealn is a ragic loss 1o the community.

The golid k and credibisty established by
ACON in its lirst year lod 1o a one hundrad perceni
increase in government funding for 1988/87 to
313,000, This reflocts very Evourably on (he provious
comimdios and siaf

Thiz increase allowed us o expand activities in bolh
esiablshment ol the RosterVoluniser Co-ordinaior
posilon, now held by Chas Stewart, and the more
recen: appainiment of Termy Batiernam as Weillars
Accommocation Olfcer has allowed ua, n
conuncian will Commsnity Suppont Mebeark, o
expand and develop direct SUDPoT SANAICES 10 CRODIE
with AIDS, Fulier datals of thess sarvicas will be found
in thia Walane Linit saction of this reporn.

Similary the establishment of the: Informatian
Rescurces position (Senon Donohoe) and the six
mondth progect sppomiment of Ken Davis (funced by
AFALD) hos allowed expansion ol educabion activilies,
asdetailad in Ross Dulfin's Educaticn Linit repon. Our
foundation Egucation Cificer, Grasma Hoad, has
micved on fa accap the position with the NACAIDS
sacretaral.

T Commitios also reschved ko mova aarly onamaor
intefim recommendation of the consuitanis engaged
bo rerview ALON's oporations and appoint an
Expcsutive Diretior 1o manage and direct the ssaff and
resourcas o the Council. We were forfunate 1o be able
bo empicy Bill Whistaker, whosa long expefience in
bath gay commundy argansations and Parflamentary
bureaucracy provices 8 Uniguely valuabos
Backgroung b s Complax lasks the position
reqguires. Since Bill took up dutkes al (e end ol
Fabruary the elficiency of ACON oporations has
irmproned drsmatically,

The monie 10 the Sophia Street Resource Cantne in
Augusl fnally saw adequals working space ang
resourcas for stafl and voluntears from both ACON
and affiiate organsalons, sormetheng of a milesicne
had bean achieved Nevarheiess, expandng sioff
and senvices indicale the building may not ba
adeguale fof iLs pro@cliad B-vear life span. The
buliding was officialy opened by tha Minister for
Haalth, Mr, Pater Andarson on January 28

The building has a high usage rate, with maetings of
working groups or afflale groups most avenings of
e weesekl snd many weekends. An

successiul veniure has been the Vitamen Co-
oparalive, established by the People With Alds group
and sponsored by ACON, and with the support of 1he
BGF, The Vitcamin Co-op has hac a much higher
turnover than expecled and Is becoming

rl:n!adrl:rp - cantre for propls with AIDS and (hee
raprss

ACON and the Commonwealth Government
A mapr part of ACON's work &5 0 lebbying end
niegatiaing with politicians and govammanl
depariments in guaraniesing services for and
protecting Ihe rights of those altecied, or possibly
afiected, by AIDS. At the lederal level ACON has
been rapresentsd on NACAIDS by Grag Tilledt and
ihen by myvsiell, Greg was a participant in the
‘Antibody testing Summit’ in August 1986, and mona
racandly | have met with Haalth Minkster Blewat to
disouas angoing flunding o community-basad
prganisations ard tha prosdsion ot AZT. ACON s
now reguiarly consuled by senior health
deparimaent oificers on all isges concarning AIDS
and the gay commumnity.

The 2nd Nabonal AIDS Confasence of tha Hyatt
Hingsgate in OcloberMNovamber included an
address by Greg io the opening plenary session |
wiaa on tha Organising Commites for the
conferance. Lindoubtedty tha highlight ol ths
conlerance was the Statemant by People With Aids
ta tha tinal planary session

Tha Mational AIDS Educsaiion Program (M AEP )
panicutarny the “Gam Haapat” sdvadisaments, had
a dramatic effect on ACOM, Whils the
Commonwealh provided one and & hall telephone
counselors far a ban waek penod the nest elfectof tha
campaign was in fact a hree monlh disruption of
ACON's nducation programs, Our crash program in
recruiting and fraining a team of voluniesrs (o slall
tha phone Fnes was successiul, and we found it
reacassary o also train some of the Lileling atafl. Cur
print malenial rescurces wore all bul exhausiod
Moreover, some of the content of the program was
tauity, and we found it necessary to pulblicly crilicise
it O criticisms have & Iy Baan
incorporated n M A E P materials. A datailed
critique af the whole program has also bean
proviced to the Healh Deparmean

ACON and the N.5.W. Government

Through 1888 the NLS W. government's responsa to
the AIDS crigle had Dean less than impressive,
hampared by poor decision-making proceases and
inadequate slalfing, leading io problems and
confusion el many levels. ACON submitted a
delailed proposal o the [new) Minister for Healih in
March 1887, and much of the commiltea and
adrminsstratvee siruciune we suggested has now
been adopted. The gay commurdly is mpresanted
throwph ACOM on all commiltess (except the
madical commites), wilh Billl Whiltaker playing &
kery role on fha Minlsterial Advisory Commitles

In May an ACOMN delegalion meat with State Minister
Anderson to discuss gay Communily concarms
about AIDS issues, meluding funding for serdces
and lor community-based organsations. Effective
relalionships have also been establishad with the
newly appointed State AI0S Bureau officers
Represenlation on Health Department AIDS
COMMITIeEE raquiInes whling sedmingly andless
proposals and submissions. ACOM has also been
invaolved in lobbying and submission alforts o a
range of othar badios, incluging the Educsation
Dopartment conceming AIDS education and
schools, with Correctiva Sendoeas conceming
condom usa, neadla/syrings provision and AIDS
education in fails, the departmeni of Foreign Altairs
convearing antibody testing of iInfemational
travaliers, the Sydney City Council conceming
provigion of services and AIDS education, and (o the
Cangorship Board concerming classification of safe
S Videos,



ACOHN and Health Care Organisations

ACON has deveiopad good working ratabons with
mos! significan arganisations and individuals
working in tha AIDS area, We were particularly
pleasad to be able o successtully negatiate a
mutual agresmient with the Home Care Serdce of
M.EW, on carirg lor paople wih AIDS at home: Tha
azsetance of Brian MoGahan was padicularly
viduable in reaching this arangerment

Relations with 5. Mincents and Prince Henry
hospitals have developed closely. Relations with tha
Albion Streat Coanlra have besn somawhal more
mercurial, with disagreements over ihe lsoprinosing
trigls and the alfidation of Ankal with ACON
Meverthalass our receni policy of emphasiging
oudrent Bsuss on which we agres — raform of the
anlibody tesling notification procedures and the
negd bor drug trials inearly stages of infection —have
lad 1o more productive co-operation: Dr Gold
speaking af our Drugs Trials Forum, and ACON
baing represeniad on the informal Alblon Stree!
Canire tnals committes. Palicy diffarences at the
rmanagement leve have not indered ongoeng
co-aparalion babwean tha sialfs of he bwo
angRnieations

ACON and the Media

AGON has made substantial attempts to Improve
media covarage of AIDS, and inlervene on particular
isgues which dirocty alfact the gay community.
Succees has been varisbla ACOM hald & wery
succensiul lnunch of the AFA.Q. Media Ki,
designed es an autharitative handbaok of AIDS
facis and Esses lor joumalists, with Jeanale
MeHugh, M H.R., and Sanalor Chris Pupdick
addressing over 50 joumalists:

Maverihalss, ouUr SUCCESS in this anea has Deen
vasiabla. Mairgtream press coverage of cur
campalgns on hospices, on tha carer's pansion, on
tha Education Deparmen programs and on
condoms and neediegisyringes in prisons have
gerarally bean constructhve, On the other hand
sections of the press are still ready (o run sfories
damaging to the gay community, from the
“irresponsible estyle” vanety, of which we ane now
thankhully seeing less, tolhe moe insidious “radical
gay cantsplracy” lnos.

A revivved bid still small Media Working Group has
had some success with responses o slones in local
and sulburban newspapers (including a latler in
Time Magazing.) Retations with the gay press
continue (o be good.

ACON and the gay communily

Ir addition ta surongaling AIDS educabion programs
ACON has heid a number of well-altended public
meatingadorums on issues of concem o tha gay
community and afher interestad paopla. Af a public
migating in Ociober an impending crizis in the
provision of hospidal beds and hospice bads was
discussed, with a series of resolutions corveyed o
this Mindgler and the press.

The Canar's Pansion masting in Fabruary, arganisad
by the Legal and the Weltare Working Groups, lad to
& joint ACCMVIctoran Aids Coundil dalagation 1o
the Federal Minister to press ihe casa for extending
tha pansion 1o peopls who care Tor paopie with
A0S, The outcome will nok now be kaown undil (b
196 7/88 Federal governmant budgel The pay
community is aspecially lucky that the lenacious
David Wain was prepared 1o use hag gituation ag 8
tosl cate, and AGON was forunalo o kave Craig
Sehiin, solicitor with the Welfara Rights Centre. to

research and present the case, and also
appreciales tha efforls of Ms. Jeanatia MoHugh,

M. H.R. lor Phillip, for har aficrs in raising the lsswee
on the Pariamentary Linizon Group and faciifating
tha delegation Io ha Ministar

Jugl prios 1o 1he 2nd Nalional AIDS Confarensea in
October, ACON co-sponsored with AFAD an open
public meeting with the Conference's internalicnal
spaakors fof hata nal abibs bo attend tha
Conlerence, plagued by threats of proseculion lar
showing an “explich” snfoe sex Fim, We atso hae'd
separaia meaiings for antibody positive men, with
Jelf Mandel from San Francisco, and slaged an
Eriic Sale Bax workshop wilh the incomparabla
diva of ale sex, Raymond Jacobs

In Juhy this vear over 250 people allended our AIDS
Drugs & Drug Trials public ferum, The mealing
provided an excallent ionum for the explanation of
and questions on the complex issues involved, ard
&5 wall has provided & sound s1an in our campaign
o ensure ihat sufficient drugs are available fior those
who wizh 1o begin using tham.

On May 255h the ACON Events Working Group,
fogather with the Community Supporn Network, the
Bobby Goddamith Foundation and Ankai arganiesd
tha Candbaiight Vigdl to show care ang concerm for
people with AIDS and to remember our Inends who
have died. Over 1,000 people padicipated in this
salamn, moving. yal sirengihening, parade and
wigil,

Iri Juma the Events Group aleo orpganised & spacial
pay community dinnar. Almed primarnihy at
community and business leaders, the dinnar fulfitlzd
i clial functions of thanking them for hair support
for all tha AIDES work they had dona avar tha last
three years, and infroducing o them a range of new
prograims ACOMN plans bo implarmant cvar ths md
&ix monihs.

ACON has also organised a prominent presance at
rdsar gy svanda, wilh & vany "participatha® foat at
this year's Mardl Gris, a siah at the G.B.A Fair,
condom disribution al the Skeane Ball and offer
major panies.

ACON: internal relationships

Foreseeing a rapld sxpansion in size and stafting,
iha Commiltes appoinied a team al consullants in
August 1986 to review and make recommendations
on the roles, poesible siructures Bnd decison-
making processas within ACDN over the next five
yaars Mamy ol the recommendations in thair final
npeart (submitted in Apil) for the Interma! struciung of
ACON have been implementad already, as will be
dataibad in the Exacutive Direciors report. | draw
attention to the consultants’ amphasis on the
lecation of decision-making baing intha working
groups and sub-committees of the crganisafion -
consigling of volunteers and siall —with the ACON
commilies baing primariy a policy approval body,
with less emphasis on inftiating poficy,

Thr consultanis’ proposals conceming
constilutional reform have been refamed 1o a
Conglitutional Sub-commifiae. The ACON
constitution atlampts o pravide for bath a
membership organtsation and an affilate afructune,
and fhere are some ingvitable struchural
conlradictions. After considerable cebate the
committes agreed these raquined 8 prodanged
pariod of discussion and consultation with the
membearship and wih affilialed organisations:
corstitutional amendments rushed through at this
year's annual genaral meeting may well prove
countar-producive in i ieng lsrm



Aalationa with the major affilaled organisations
throwgh 1986 and early 1987 wera axtremeaty
complicated. Since Grag Tilka's resignalich as
pregident in March the Commities has set about
recovering the situation. Te this and the: Exsculive
Director and | met with the execulives of CSN and
BGF 1o restore workable and harmonious relations
Chut of this mesting emearged a Stalement of Agreed
Poinia, covening a number of pessible structural
reforms and clarifying relationships between ACOMN
and afffiates, padiculary in refation to staffing. The
statement was signed by all concermed and
subasquently rattfied by the ACON Commities.
Sinca that ime a far mare co-operative and
productive retaticnship has developsd with tha
affilsates. in tangible loams fhis has been expressed
by the ACON Commiftea's appointment of John
Galiethy to the emeant Commiltes ol iha AIDS
Trust of Australia, ensuring the co-ordination of BGF
and national fund-raising efforts and drawing upan
John’s enoimous expenence, now iragicaly
rarncved from ue all. Similarky, rmpid acon on n-
flling the Rosiar position and acting on the CSN
volundaer iInsurance issue has contribuled (o mome
effactve relations. | ook forward 1o resobution of By
furthir isswes Ihrough constructive discuss:en and
consuliation,

Ongoing issues

Lat me conclude this report with four major Issues
confronting the gay community over the naxt 12
monins

The availabiiity of AZT, and olhsr bansdicial ankiral
drugs when they become available, 1o 1hose who
wish 1o lake them s vial o the wellars and indeed
survival of many people with AIDS. Expernsive as
thesa drugs may e, they save lives inthe short
term. and will aisc save govermmaents money in the
Iong term. The gay community may need to fun
vigarsus public compaigng io ansune thair
availability. The availability of these drugs,
pariksylary those shown to be beneficial in relathvely
early stages of infaction will alsa raguire the
development of different types of health educaton
among Ab positive peopie so they can menilor and
manags thelr own health slalus mare elleciivey
Drug trials inherenly raise complex ethical end
legal msues for paicipants and organisers, The
invoteement of community-Dased representatives in
mionitonng frials and evaluating resufts |s vital fo
their success. The ACON Commitige asked Lax
Watson 1o represent AFAD and ACON on tha AIDS
Task Force Clnical Trials Evaiuation Commiltes,
and David Lowe o representitonthe NH.AMR.C.
AZT Triad Commitiee. Fulure drug ifaks must &80
ansura cammunity represantabion on oversesing
bodies.

Aniitbiody besting wil ramain an unfortunately
conlentious issues. NACAIDS has curmently infialed
a lullscale discussion’review ol appropriaie poicies
cn the malter, ACOM ks prepaning 8 comprehensive
and delailed submigsion inresponse, We are aware
that considerablo non-consensual lesting already
cocurs in hospitals, and are mosi concermed al
moves by tha Colege ol Surgeons 1o require all
surgany patients to be lested, Both these raiza the
specire of ditierentnd and discriminaiony cane and
traatment of anlibody positive patiants. ACON has
successfuly subveriad a number of proposals for
antbody screaning @ the workplace, and
persuaded MACAIDS o recommeand that tha
government take & kead In resisling the screening of
imfernational travellars

ACON has been playing a leading role in current
reconsidaration by the N SW. Minisiedal Advisony
Committee of the entlibody posifivity nodification
legistation. Prospacts on this ssueare hopeaful. As
part of these processes the ACON Commilles
recently thoroughly reviewed the ACON testing
palicy: ondy mindr revisions and ciaricaticns woha
found to be necessary. Il is envisaged the wider
availabdity of banafcial drugs may lead to ditfening
amphasiz in intarprating the patcy hor gay man, oul
e provisions requiring protection of confidentiality
and appropriate counsalling all remain totally valla
The third ongoing issue will be lhe adeguale
provizion of hosptal and hospice sanvices, While
the opening of & second ward at 51 Vincents and of
the ward and hospice cane units af Frince Henry has
famporarky relieved some of the pressures, this will
nat keep pace with predicted requirameants — we siill
harvo AIDS paliants i Casualty 8t St Vinoents -
even it AZT meels its most optimistic predicted
levels of elleciveness. The heailh system will
oventually have to accepl AIDS pabonts into non-
specialized wards and units. The mend of
some medium care facllity for pecpla who are ool
i wiork bul do nof requine hosoitalisation will also
need o be developed: the ACON Commitlee has
pud prefiminary proposals o the governmaend, and
thesa will need o be developed and lobbied lor ower
T st twehie month

The fourth ongoing challenge will be ta refine our
aducalion programs to reach eliaciively those sill
not praciizing safe sex evary tima. Research rasults
from ouverseas and soon from the ACONMecquanio
project should allow us to dentify targel groups
more easily, Developing effective programs is the
challange: wa ana among warld leadars in the area;
and must look g5 much g our own imaginiion and
planning skiks as io models from elsewhens

The sacond full year of ACON has seen
corsclidation and expansion. This would not have
b possibla withoul 1ha anthusiasm ancd
dedicalion of the hundreds of ACON membears and
volunieers who have been involved inlerge and
small ways in tha many fialds wa have o covar, nor
without the herd-working staff, who work Under
considerable pressure with far more thet could be
done thar they can possibly o, And finally my
thanks fo all the comméiliee members who served
during this pariod, who have to shoulder comples,
contantious problems, often tedious and sometimes
ingoluble, in addition tofull-tima jobs, and oftan with
ile recognifion or hanks.

This year has seen a ghmmearof light al the end ofthe
Tennal. W st all work 10 ensure we sifide [oward
ihat light in unigan, and do not allow ourselves 10 be
digiractiod

Don Baxter.



EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S

REPORT

ACOM has bean undangoing significant organisations)
changes during much of 1967, These changes have
afipcted 4l areas of opscation, ncluding the
Commitiee of Counail, the ACON Resource Cantre,
ACON Sall and our Working Groups and Sub-
Cammilless.

The Council ks now making good progress Iowards a
miane proféssonal model. We are bullding on the work
of previous ACON Commitbeas, Office Besdners and
our Afflliated members: work olten accompiishad in
the facea of great difficullies, piven the lerge numbserof
issues and problems created by A0S and, ol courss
by the usual pratxems and conficts faced by new,
developing anganksations.

A Feport of Consultants, appointed by the AGOMN
Commilies in lale 1986 o axaming ACON's
oiganisabons eruchune, has played a key rola in
moving the organigation to a higher lenvel af
professionalism and afoctivencss

The corsultants examined all aspects of Council's
ooeralion and they have mede a number of impantant
recommendabions for changes to ACON's
orgarssational structure, including constitional
reform, staffing ivels, reponsibiibes of stalf, the rola
of the Commifiee and Dfice bearers. and fha role- of
Working Groups and Sub-commifiees. Some ol these
recommndations have been implamanted, others
will be examined by the ACON Commilies and Staff

diuring 1987/88.

e of the most impartant recommendatons adopted
by the ACON Committos was 1o immediately appoint
an Exacutha Direcior, 1o take over the principal
execuing funchions of the ongenisalion and mpresent
AT 1o gavarnimants and to the media (hese duties
had prémiousty been camed ol by &n honorary
Prasident with the asisiance of the othar office
bearers), Tha Consultanis ermphasised in their report
that an ever increasing range of duts and
respongibililes associated with the growih of ACON
rcs make it impossible for thee execuive funchions
b be undertaken by part-time, honorary olfice
bearare.

The Consutants also recommended changes [o
ACON's siaffing levels and siructune, Thess
recommendations have been acted on and the San
have boen re-organised info three LnEs —education
(headed by the Education Cifica), wetlase (headed
by the Weitane Co-oroiinalor) and acministraton (o be
headad by an Adminisirabion Officer). Al units raport
to th Exacutive Director who then provides the link
batwaan e Staft (who colectively lom a
Managemen! Commitiee] and the Commitios of
Council, This naw arrangament is working well and will
provide an affective basis for lulume growth,

The increasing prefessionalism o the organisabon
angd mecent stalting incresses have resulied in
incvitabia changes 1o the role of the Commiltaa of
Counci

with the Exacutive Director and Staff assuming
responsibility for the implamantation of palicy and
day o day managoment of the organisation, the
Committae is ndw abla fo mond edbecively fulfil its
rale of deinmining policy. bazed on tha
recommandalions of the Execulive Director, Staff
and Working Groups, Thes siuation should parmit
the 18687/88 Office Bearers and Commilton mara
time toconinbata thelr slolls and axpenance through

work on refevant Working Groups and Sub-
commitheos.

ACON statl levels have doubled during the past
twelve monihs, rellecting the growth of the
organisation, of cur affiliates and entortunately, the
growth of AIDS itself in Mew Ssuth Wales.

The damands on tha ACOM Aesourca Cantre have
also increased in recenl months, The budding is
guite rapidly ifing-up, wih S1a# now using all
avaltabss flooes, Chur mealing rooms and atorage
faciities are alsn approaching Maximum wsde.

A mare activie and vital organisation has also
resulied in increasing costs of administration,
particulary in the areas of tolaphons, postags,
ph:lrl'umpwq] advertising, eguipmant, prnting and
stall.

Tha level of reques:s from the general pubsc for
eounseling, informalion and prinled material hes
alsoincrased dramabicaly.

An increased public profie s essential FACON s 1o
have an pulhonialive voice on vilal issuns
surrcunding AIDS. By havirg a high public prafile,
wa can moreg eflectively represent people alfected
by AIDS.

ACDON's profile balh in the gay and ganesal
community has increasad substantially during
1987, Thia is a result of initiatives from the ACON
wirking groups; particulary he Education Wirking
Group and tha Events Waoring Group, hew sialf
membars knd the recently formed Media Working
Groug Reve aiso phayed a8 key robe in pianning and
co-ordinating media responses both in the gay
press and in ihe geneal media,

The work of volunieers ks o vital factor in th
elfeativansss of community organisations. [tis
pleasing to report a much grester invohaement of
woluntoars in ACON during 1987 This is especially
avidant through ACON's telephone counselling and
infermation sarvice, ACON': pubdic speakar's
bureau and in AIDS edycation programs and
aclivities organised by ACON. Recent avanis ke
e Gay Community Dinner, the Gandlalight Vigil,
Sale Sex "Salely Pin' Campaigns and ths ARAD
Madia Kit Lauinch coukd not have happened withaul
ther contribution al our volunteers. Volunieers also
play avery important robe in hedping with cladcal and
administrathe work in the ACOMN Resource Cenira,
Volumear involwement ig iha most elfective way of
invoiving ihe commumiy in our work and | wouwsd
particulady like to thank all those volunteers who
have assisted ACON duning 1985/87, Wi will be
increasing our efforts 1o involve voluntesrs during
10878,

ACON recaved lunding from both the
Commarwealth and State Govermmants 1o asakst
wilh our work during 198687 . Bolh Govemmants
have recognisad thewilal roks that community-besed
organisations like ACON play in he fight agains!
AIDS. The continuad support of the community and
ol tha Commaonwealih and State Govermments will
be & vital lacior in the success of ACONs work
during 1987/88

Qur praority during 1087/88 must be 10 continua o
WOk iowards higher levels of professionalism in all
areas. By pursuing this obeciive we will best sene
all thoee affnciod by AIDS

lam eonfident that through the dedication, skilts and
unity of Council mambars, the ACON Committes
and Stall, and our community, wewill achiave thesa
ohjectives in the nexi welve monihs

Bill Whittaker.



EDUCATION UNIT

“Wea in Ausirala befleve that it (AIDS) is the major
puliic health chalienge we faca. | recognise
however thal provocalive oraven effechive
media campaigns need lo be undersriiten and
silained by preveniative campaigns al ihe
focal communily el We can have a vary
affechva public campaign, make il vse of tha
meadia, bul uriess i is followed up, urfess there
i5 suppord far comynunily groups in faking e
behavioural messages nght down lo the grass
roots fevel, then many of those campalgns wiil
be inaffective. ®

Dir, Ml Blgnwpdt, Ausiradion Minigier for
Health af the W, H.C SAustralls inter-regianal
rhgaling on AIDSE, 21-24 July 1987

The education wunil of the AIDS Counc of NSW is
cosmmillad 1o Ltha highest quality programs
gesignad o stop the spread of the AIDS vinus. It s
Cul CganiSAton which in Many ways represants
the grass meats and community-based response o
AIDS.

Ax tha gay community in particular laces up tothe
gvaer growing caseload of our irends, colleagues
and lovers getling AIDS i 5 easy lo become
pessimisic, over-burdened with griel and despair
Most gay men in Sydney ane not infeciad with the
AIDS virue, and our commiunily has donae a

job in oromoling he message thel sale sax i
pro-gay, healthy and enlinely necessary whibe
uneale sex is anli-gay, unethical and boring.

That is not to say thel the job i done. For all of s,
ulirmatexly tha Ssurvival of our communily depands
o we sticking to sale sex and sexual respansibility,
And &5 8 community wa heve & responsibillly o
people “comirg oul” Lo ansiine thal thay become a
pari of a cullure that is promoling safe sex and
soxual responsibility in responie fo AIDS, and thal
being gay doss ol mean you will gel AlDS orame n
lact not suscepiinhe to AIDS i you oo the right Theng,
The Inst yesr has sean &n axpansion of the wark of
ihe education unit of ACON, particularty since the
"Grim Reapar” campaign, One resull. of 1n has
bean the exgpansion of our work inla the “genedal
community”, Allhough our primary focus remains
the gay communily, demand lor spoaking
engagemenis, educalional maledal and from
phone coursedling has meant & langer mmwobement
in génearal community educallon. Qur aim has baen
primarily 10 empower olhier groups ang peopia o
allor tram 10 wark! in fhadr cwn commurities,

The educalion unil works on Ine balief ihal imolving
people in educalional activitles, and having
programes ihat are gpacilically largetied 1o cedain
proupa ane best devised and run by peopla from
fhaosa groups. Wa waicome invehvemant from
volunieers in owr activities which are orgenised
through the Educafion Warking Group of tha
Coungil

Summary of Educational Activities 1986/87

Staffing

= Tha Educalion Officar, responsibie far policy and
pregram development &nd implemantation. This
pasilion was occupled by Graama Head until

February 1887 and 18 now coccupled by Ross
Dudfin,

& The Informaticn Officer, responsibhs o
distribution ol slormation, responding (o the
MUMAarouE requests we gatand lor the
mantenance and development of an accessible
fesource collacton. This position was created in
March 1987 and since tha! lime has bben hiled by
Siman Conchoa.

* Tha Pramations Officer, responalble for
promdating the work of tha Council and for the
development of peer education projects. Thisisa
six manth project funded by the National Advisony
Council on AIDS and ks filled by Ken Davia

Information Production

The Council has produced numerous pamphisls

and postars over the 1ast year, Dur approach is 1o

previge sxplisit and accurate mlommation, mther

than maralising  The pamphlats and postars
produced over the last year include:

& Three condom pesters —designed lor venues and
bedroom walls,

® A Sale Sox and AIDS leafiat —an explict and
accirate [dalla? on howr the AIDS vinus {5
franamidted, designed for all saxually active
peapls and produced in responsa 1o nUmenous
enquines Tolowing the Grim Reaper. Tha
regponge bo thig lsaflel has been excallent and
over 25 000 coples have 2o far been dstributed.

* “Heaalhy Gill" envsopes ~ emélopes conliining
comdorm use guickaliness, sale sex guidelines,
salely pin cards, concoms, condom slickers, and
wialer-based lubricant.

& STOP AIDS leafiel - aieafiat promoting the ACON
peer educaton oroect

® ACOMN mambership leafial — for new mambars
and volunieers fo ACON

® P3E5TI slickdrs — [Praciise Sals Sax Todayl) —
50,000 ol thase slickers have been distibuled.

& “You'll never ionge The feating of sale gax” posier
based on enother well Knewn advedsament and
lealuring an attractive man = due 1o popular
damand thesa have been reprintad,

* “Cum inside” pamphiel promoting condomusago
developed by the Leisure Genpration,

* Condom covers — these popaiar match Box
covers containing nsiructions on how bo usa
condamas have been usad extanshely in condom
promotions

= Anngart inta tha “Ten Cuestions and Nine
Answers” leaflat produced by MACAIDS

Apwall as pamphlets and posiers, the Council has

baan axpanding its level of advertisements to

address gpecific one-off issues. The popular “0 and

A° pitvertisoment senos has baoan nmning since last

Dciober, This saries is jomtly produced by ACON

and VAL, Ag weil the Council was spacitically

fundied torun a sores of advertisements tengetied 1o

young paopks in “youth cullure™ magazinges such as

Srilieto, Doty and Xpress The advedising senes

usad was based on the slogan “You don’t sl catch

AIDG, wou hawa (o bl somasone giva il o you®. This

has now been used axansiely throughout

Australta, and reguliad [nmany lelsphons calls io 1ha

Council, &% wwell a numbe: of ona-olf adverlisemenis

have been usedin special promoiions suchasin tha

first new Quérage, in the Mardi Gras guide and in the
program for “Asg 1. The aducalion unil alao
organises promolional adverising lor tha AGON
phona oounsalling service and othar special avenis
such &g ong-iggus forums and meatings

Thiz edutation unit also produces the Councils

mgmindy bar fyorand newshetiar Franting, S000 of

which are distribulod every manth. This is alsa
maded oul o all members and sant 15 A large sl of
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gay groups, community grouns and healih

ion prganisations. IMomation about all AIDS
gredps and avents is printed bn Fromdine and wilh its
expangion in slze gl members and QrOups BFE
encouraged io take advaniage of this publication.
Every allempl s made io bring Froniine cul on tha
firat woek of each manih. Consequanily the deadline
tor copy s ang week befare the and of the month
Through its information preduction and distrithion
ACON ig geiting more and mora damands placed
on it for literadune, Although wa recognisa that
information alone is not sufficient o cawss behaviowr
change, the next year will agan see ADOMN
producing pamphiets and posters designed 1o
promote gpeclic programs, (o continually reinlorce
messages and 1o laged paticular problems
icantified

Information distribution

As wall as producing and disiributing its awn
material, ACON acts as an agency lor distididion ol
the iteratune of other organisations and
govarnments whang wo arein broad agreamant wilh
its contant and philosonhy. Lilaraiue inlhe
calegery includes matedal devaloped 1o 2uppont
thver Matinal Edwcation Program swch as matarial on
antibody tasting, maierial lor “adolescents”, (he
"Heallth Repar To The Malion®, matenal produced
by tha NESW Depariment of Health incluging the
community language booklets. material produced
by other AIDS organisations such as drug agencies
the Australian Prosiitutes Collective, Abornigingl
rhdabarial and matanal produced by interstale and
varseas AIDS Counciss.

We recelve a large volurme of requests for
information, processing of which is sufficient to
oocupy one person lull-lima. Postage costs of this
matarial is consuming considenable resources, 8
factor whichwill have to be takan inhs account when
futuere Matisnal Education Programs ana baing
considerad, Tha educalion unil is thankdul 1o1he
marny voluntears who hayve helped with this work
and we have recently emploved Anlonie Mann
under the Commormwealth Waork Training schamea 1o
assisl with this woekc

Condom promotion program

A major prigrity of the education unit has been the
promotion of condoms as an effective way of
slopoing thoe speaad of AIDS, This has imiolved
handing auf over 50,000 condonis &t gay evants
andd venues over the l2sl year, all with insiructions on
how 1o yse them, iIncluding condom demangirations
as part of our presentations in speaking
aengagemanls and training courses for voluniears,
We are also active in allempls lo get betler condom
slandards and to gel beller condoims.

Wa are of course aware thal condoms ane nol (he
gole answar 0A105 and thal e e many ways of
havirsg sale sex besides that iohing penetralive
aclivities. Condoms only work H used propery and
Al our condom promolions are assocaked with
guidelines or parsonal iraiming.

Watar-based lubricant program

Although the messags about using condoms has
gat out, the massaga that watar-nased lubricant
maist be used with condoms sl has soms way 1o
0. ACON has corducied a preliminany survey ol
knowiedpge and altiludes Ip waler-based lubicants.
Many gay men are still resistan! 1o waler-based
lubricants because of their price and are also
gmrﬁtul which products are or ane not waler-

Ag & resull of this ACOM has purchased 25,000
sachets of water-based ubricants which it will be
using in association with condam ions, and &
tuture "0 and A" advertisement will address some of
thi issiaes rolating o waler-based lubricants.
Healthy Lilestyle Promotions

Tha sducation unit has bean involved in the
formaiion of a healihy iHesty'es promotion program
and this will become an increased priority of the unit
over tha naxl year, A saparate report on 1ha Haeallhy
Lifesbsas Working Group is gven alsawhers in the
annual report.

Speakers Bureau

More and mone demand has bean placed on tho
Councilio provide speakers on AIDS (o workplaces,
tertiary aducation instiludions, ethnic groups, service
orgarceations, oocupational groups and schoods. in
rasponss 10 hes ha educalon unil hae established
aspeghers bureau conslsting of over 30 volunbesrs
Adraining courese Fas been provided free of charge
in public spesking by Lee Andresen and a
comprahensive speakar’s kit with a vanaty of
resourcas is being developead.

Sinca itz formation thare have been 22 spoakng
engagements done wih ancthar 26 booked. The
demand for iis sarvices are ever increasing. Wi
regard public speaking and personal presenialions
a5 & vory elloctiveway o do AIDS education and to
addresa many of the fears and hystona arsund
AIDS. 1115 alzo an elfectve way to reach men, who
have sex with men, who don't idenlily &5 baing gay.
The demand lor speaking engagemants has largely
been causad by 1hae Mahonal Education Program
and thig roprasands a signflicant demand on ACON
rescurces As aresulithe unilhas recenlly prepared
& submission o NACAIDS for 2 lunded speakers
buresy co-ordinglor

The creation of a safe sex culiure

Cine of the most mpenant laciors identilisd in
bohaviour change is 1hat thane i a parception ol
gafe sax being thepay communily standard, One of
ihe best ways o 'do this is to inegrale sale sex into
thil culture of iha gay community, Cher ha las year
the Councll has been Involved in specific
promotions al gay community evants such as Mardi
Cirag, Sleaze Ball

As well the education unlt was haavily involved inthe
orgamsation for the vary successfiul community
dininer held i July, This dinner marked the
taginning af a number of campaigng toincreasa the
profila of the Councal in the gay community. Bar
workers' and enlerainers’ seminars are baing
ofganized and ACON stafl are making regular visits
10 venues

Bar outreach program

With the davaiopmant of "Haallby gilt® envelopaes
containing condoms and lubricani the education
ipnit has recruted 20 volunteers to regulary hand
out condoms and lubricant in gay venues. Our
intention i o have 5 leams wiho will ba n the
cormemiunity ong night avery kortnight, These
volunteers witl aiso be usad to publicse other ACON
aveily.

Governmant Liatson

Tha Education ONicer spends a significan amount
of tme giving leedback on various government
proposals and inviatives, The Council is reprasantad
an NACAIDS and on the NSW Ministerial Advisory
Committea and its subcommitiees. Many of the

i thny caal with relate to educalion and policy



acivice & given by lhe educaton uwnil.

Other liaison

The education wnit is invalved In the aclivities ol
other relaled organisations, providing updates on
activites and sharing ideas and programe. Az wall,
i Council is regulary asked lor advice on varous
arficles ihat people, including joumalists, ane
writing

Peer education program

The major pricety of the ecucation unit over tha next
yvear will be to develop and implement a sisccesshl
Gy meen's pear education program. Tha first such
projectof the Councll, STOP AIDS, has bean
reviewid and evaluated, and the lessons leami from
thés project incorporated info he development of the
mew prrogect which will probably be called “erctic
sate sax”, loosely Dased on a similar program in
Meaw Yok

A ot of work has been put into developing this
project The development of such & project must
take ino acoount Iocal culure and the gay
commaunity in Sydney and the project must be
evalugiad and reviewed 83 il poas along;
Volunteer Training

The sducation uhit participates in fralning courses
far valuntéars nin by the Community Suppart
MNatwork, Sinoe volunlasrs have made a personal
commitmant to the fight againat AIDS and will
probably be impodant providars of informaton in
Ihelr personal netheorks the unit regards this lraining
as very Imgortant.

Conclusion

ACOM's educaton unil has expanded substentially
in the last five months and this has seen a
consequent greater cutput, The employment of an
Inferraation Oifices and Promations Officer and the
Fvalvament of mcreasing numbers of volunissrs
has been of significant bansdil

Heowirved, the challenges still reman — the ned yaar
has o be one where the foundaton stones ara built
on, In conclusion, thanks to all the members and
volunieers who have assisted throughou the lest
year and we look forward lo continuing association,
Ross Duffin,

Education Officar.

ACON TELEPHONE COUNSELLING

& INFORMATION SERVICE

ACOM st up a lelaphone counseliing and
nformation sanice in Apnl 1287, This senice was
inifially funded for a len week period by 1ha Fadadal
Govamment lo provide backup counseling for tha
Mational Education Program. For this period the
sorvice cpesaled belwaen the hours of 9am—10pm
and wo phone counsalfing co-ordinators wans
employed, Suin m Chrochuir and Susanmes Larson
Because of the walurmne ol calls received, and
becausa the Council has always had & subgstantial
volume of counsaling calls, the service has been
extencied until the middle of Awgust on a 10am -
5pm basis

The phone counsaling sarvica provides a numbser
of advantages to the Council. It aliews us o use a
phone numbor lor relerrals on publications, it
provedes nitial voluntesr involvemani in Dhis
Council's activities, [ s providing information and
leedback on currend Esues relating to AIDS and on
eurrent informationa) needs

The phifpsophy of the service is to provide non-
judgemantal coungalling and Informalion o the
ramerous calls thal an raceivad sach week

Thie counsalling serice is par of the ACON
education unit. A detailed counsalling and referral
manual was developed, recruitment of over 30
volunioere sccurrad, training sessions ware
xganised and thi senvioae adveriizad and
promated

Particutar groups ol people who used the service in
prafarancaio other agencies ware gay and blsaxual
men and intravenous doug users. Many of tha callars
requestad further written infcrmation and detalled
slafizlical and anaytical febdback was provided 1o
Ihe Federal Govermment.

At tha time o writing this report, the fulune of the
sarvice [ uncleal, bacauss fufura funding is stil
being negoliated with the NSW Health Dopadment
The Council ig hopelul that these negotiations are
successiul and a largely voluntaer ran counsailing
and informalion senice can be integrated into the
wirk of the Council
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WELFARE UNIT

The Wedfana Unil consiels ol a siall ol ihree, headad
by mvsel {Terry Batierham) as Wellare Co-
ardiraxlor, Paler McCarthy as Communily Care
Trainet, and Chas Stewart as Rosian™Nolurnisar
Co-ordinatof, The Wallare Linit hes only recently had
its full complement of stafl

i hawve made contact with a large number 6! Wedtara
agencies. | have offered mivoet! &8 8 rascurce 1o
soma, and for olhers | hawve bess Bullding Bothar
channols of communication so that relerals are
speadier, and 6o 1hal the clionis recelve the bas
quality of sarnvice.

| have beean involed i negotialions wilh olher
aggenices either altempling 1o axpand thein Sarace
o exlendang the service 1o paople with AIDS. This s
3 glow pipCesE wharaby ona hag 1o Me-assune 1ha
serdice providers of the risks of transmission of tha
Human immuno-daficiency Virus, fany, listen 1o the
faars ol the servico providers, and operalo a5 &n
advocate on Iha clent’s behalt

Petar MeCanthy is confinuing his functicn as
Communiy Care Trainer. kn tha tas inancial yaar,
her haes complated 10 franing groups, with T80
graduales, representing 7200 hours of volurisar
iroud beione caners are roatersad out 1o clients: CSN
training courses have been conducied in Sydney,
Wollongong, the St George area, and Kaloomba.
Enquiriea fsve been racohed from Armicale o
future tralning groups

Chias Stewart commenced with ACON in mid-June
Prioe 1o ihis, he had been perlarming fosiesing
dutees on & volunieer basis, In tha last 12 months,
SN cargrs have been rostered for & total of 1828
ahifiz, wilh a total caring Lirma of B230 hours

Tarry Batterham,

Wallare Co-ordinaior.

EVENTS/FUNDRAISING

WORKING GROUP

Tha EventeFundraming Warking Group was ormiea
in March 1887,

The brig! of the group is to co-ordinate ACON
community events and to raise funds for education
projects, The Events Group thermbore works very
closaly with the Education Warking Grouf in
providing socal emianmants whong meesages, in
paricular'safe ses! messages, can ba passed anin
a non-iRrsaiemnng manner, The group s also
wdrkiing in cO-operEtEan with olhee OfganSalons
guch as Artigts In Direct Support

The group has organised wo events so far in 1987
The first was the Candiglight Hady in Moy, held in
comjunciion with vigis around the warld. The rally
atiracted over ona thousand peopla Io Hyde Park
Tha ceownd walked m gllant procession up Oxkond

Streat 1o Grean Park in Dadingtwesl and
remambared those lost

Theis seconid was B gay comimanily dinnarin July.
The object of tha dinnar was to launch ACON's
cammunity educalicn and oulreach program o
significant peopl in he community, and in
parieular o gay venue owners and srorkers, 1o
encourage thair imeolvamant in the light againat
A0S

A numiber of events ang lunciions are planned in
coming moniks. Yolunteers 1o asss! inongansing a
wide variety of evenls ane always noddod. Il you
have skiils im ihis area (or would like (o learm somea)
and you wish 1o halip, ploase conlact the ACON
affice for detalls of the next maating.

Stove Aubum,
Convenar.

HEALTHY LIFESTYLES

WORKING GROUP

Tha Healiy Lifestyies Working Group was fomed in
Apri 1987 1o organiss a majof campaign to piomats
healthy lileshles in Sydney's gay commundly
Headhy Westyles have akon on a new nmpoftance
for gay man bacause of AIDS. Frstly, thoere is o
mounng body of evidence ol comelshion Datwean
drugs and alcohol and ursale sexual practices. The
immune sysiem o also adversaly alfected by
urihoanhy lifestyles, soa realthy Meslyls iz important
tor ali ol us. Aswell, or people with AIDS, altemative
iherapies incorporating healthy lifestyles are
nroving o be signilicant for many o leams of qualily
of Ife and general heath.

The group is comprised of both health pracillonars
and imaresied indnduals, wha mal on a monihly
basis lo compose and design the first siage of 1he
campaign, an nlarmsion pamphoel. whssh will soon
b appaaring in the gay venwes. The purpose al this
pamphlal 15 o ghve basic niormaton regarding
hiealth maintanance and provicks & point of reterance
and referral for people throughout the planned
campaign. The pamphle! ponts oul some of the

i ficulties imealved inchanging 16 a healthias
[ifestyla and allans some suggostons as o
overpoming somea of thesa ditficulties. i allers
eontacts lor relemals and urther advics on matiees
of slress managemen, retaaton, nuintion, and
SUDPOE Qroeps

Crar thiy nid I maniha the group will be
congentrating on the developmearnt of furthio
resourcas for this campaign, Such plans include the
primting of a poster eddresaing ihe lssuns ol drugs &
alcobhol use and |ts association with unsala sax, and
the cotation and prnting of recipes for an anti-
candida cook book

Anyona nlanssiad In DeCOMING IMoivad i tha
Haalthy Lifestyles Waorking Group, pleass don
hpsliaie 1o coneet us throwgh the ACON Resource
Cenlra

Mae Mehahon,
Corméanor,



LEGAL WORKING GROUP

In 1986, tha ACON Legal Working Graup (L)
rafinad ta objectives and man aims and siralegies

Objectives:

1. Toprovide ACON and affiliates with 1he legal
gEnviCes thay need as institutions

2. To provide ACDOMN with asslstance in -
{8) lormudaling policy on legal issues
(b} ferecasting the legal remifications of
govermmental and other proposa’s about
nfection with and the spread of AIDS,

Main alms and strategies:

1. Thatumishing of lagal and associated advice
anid draking skills

2. Thefurnishing of advice 1o ACON, affiliates,
migmBars and ihe communily on legal aspects
o! ifie which are afiactied by AIDS

3. Provision of contacts and referrals io
gpecialbsad bagal and advoceoy shills

4. Ralging AIDS-related lagal issues with
approgriate bodies (ag, ACON and NACAIDS)

a.  Fomulasbon of policy on legal aspects of AIDS
(subject to ACON Commilias)

Snca iha AGM on 12 August 1886, the scope of

LWG's work has-expanded o include selact legal

wiork on AIDS ag it affects States and Territories

aitvar than Mew South Wales. This is because LIWG

5 the only body in Ausiralia domng reguiar logal work

on AlDS,

Daspita this, LWG has bean restriciad in thio work it

nas Deen able t0do Dy & lack of resources and lime,

ahvan lo the guantity, novelty and complexity of the

work needing (o be done, No laveser in tha couniry is

emaloved 1o research legal aspecis of AIDS. The

naad for al least one Is increasingly evident. LWG ks

proposing that a researcher ba amployed by an

appropndate booy Tor 8 penod of af least six montha

to research civil Foeries aspacts of AIDS laws in

Aumtraii, sweh ag the Public Healih (Prociaimed

Dizeases] Amancment Act, 1985 (NSW)

Activitles of LWG dunng 1986-1987 includad:-

® monitioring insurance problems and developng
podcy on ingurance and A105

= analysing the NSW Proclaimed Diseases
kxgislation

* analysing tha Vicionan Heath Department s
dissusson paper on infechious diseases
l=gislation

* advising on legal aspects of HIV antibody testing

briallmg on AIDS legal referral snrvica

dralting & pamphlet an "AIDS and Your Legal

Rights”

#® monionng developments in Uniled States AIDS
laws, parmculany anb-disénmination lawg

# advising on Australlan anti-discrimination laws

= pcivising on wiks and powers of altomey

& piblicising ssues relaling 1o police and prisons
as they are alfected by AIDS, ahd AIDS law
genarally

& wriling, speaking, lobbying ard campaigning ho
rejrstale in 533 Social Secunty Act 1947 [Cih) the
discration io desm non-relatives i B “ralatives”
for the purposes of grant of the carar's pension o
people wha cam full-time for pecple with AIDS
P As)

* deveomng policy on censarship of sala sax
educalion maledals, padiculany videos

* deveopog policy on AIDS and the criming! ey

* adviming on the establishment and oparation of
the ACON PWA group's vitamin co-operative

* adviging on MSW HIV infaction nolilicaiion
reguifements

* analysing and deveioping policy on Ihe NSW
Public Health (Skin Panatralion) Aegulations

David Buchanan,

Convenaor,

MEDIA WORKING GROUP

The Media Warking Group was set up in April 1287,
I improve the image of ACON to the gay and
penaral community and lo assist ACON's working
groups and alflisied organtsations with he
promotion of thalr work

The group is alsa responsiole for devising stralegies
tar gaining media coverago of ADON inttiatves,
polices andcommeants about AIDS

The group relies on the aseistance of volunisens 10
help in the drafting of pross releases and letlers 1o
the ediors of newspapers. There ik always a groal
deal of malerial conceming AID510 be addressadin
the media and tha Madia Working Group can play
an empodant role in corecting misleading articles
and lefters aboul AIDS Issues.

A priadty for this Working Group = 1o devieop a
rogler of volunieers with wiiling skilla o wark on
media responses wo o ihvee aliemoons & weak al
thé ACON Resource Cantre, While some progress
hae bean mads iowarnds this objective, the Working
Group will ba looking for more volunteers 1o assist
with our wark in tha naarfuture

Bill Whitiaker,
Canvaenar,

TRADE UNION WORKING PARTY

Tha Trade Umon Waorking Party's charor defines its
purposs as (o “provide a forum for co-operation
co-ordanabon, discusson and information sharnng
blween concemed unionists.” This ongoing
pooling and aharing of resaurces and informalion
fErmiing onb of the primary alme and benalits of iha
warkdng party

In addilien the previous 12 menths has seen &
significant amoun: of work done within a number of
irade unions 1o ensure the ongoing provision of
goods and services whilst protecting the rights of
workers. Comprabenshe AlIDS policies have baan
adoptad by unfons at Branch, State and Fadaral
lenneds willh magt suctess baing achieved in the
Fulbhe sechor

Trade unions and 1he trade union movement
conlinue io play a ol in educating the commiuniby
aboiut A0S, A number ol trade unions hava included 1 1
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AICS sections in ihair cooupalicnal haalth and
salely delegates Iraining as well 2g holding in-
servics courses lor thalr officials and employess
TUTA, iha Trade Union Traimng Aulbonty, has aiso
playad g significand role by holding seminers open
to all undons on AlDS as an oocupatonal haaith
imauE i both Sydney and non-matropotian aedas,
Thasa have boan wall aliondad and this positive
response has encouraged the planning of futura
BRMINArS

Frade Unsan Working Pardy mambers conbinue 1o
work on A noembes of fronts o addressissues relating
1o AlDS and tha warkpdace and in (b phovison o
poods and services, It s aveluable resource fior
ACOM through making advice avaliable on issues
rigialing 1o workera' righls and occupaticnal haalth
and salely,

The Trade Unicn Warking Party masals manitily,
usuadly af ine Teachars Fedoration in Sussex Sireel
{im the Lowunge first) and s open to amponeinferested
In oF working Inirade unkons

Gray Safilar,

Convenor.

WELFARE WORKING GROUP

Tha'Walinre Warking Group continued to function in
it three main &raas of inerest s year
#» Toact as @ resource for wellane criganisalions
warking in the area of AIDS
= Toadvocals lor peapla with AIDS in wallang
soanices
* Toaclasa peer support etwork for AIDS waltars
WOrkars
It is the palicy of the Wellare Warking Group that
traditional services be encouraged to extend thair
sarvices 1o peopie with AIDS. With this in mind,
members of the group worked closely with agencies
such as Sydnay Home Mursing Service. Home Care
and Community Haalth Centres n ardar 1t asses!
these agencies in their provison of sarvice to pacple
wilh A0S
& shortage of bads for peaple with AIDS in-acute
cere hospiaisand in hospices prompted 1he group
o call & public mealing In Novambear which called
for a rapkd expansion of services in both these
areas, The maeting resuited n [hi slocalion af &
furiheer gix acule care beds at 51. Vincenis Hospital
and inthe satling up of the nine bed hospice al
Prince Henry Hoepelal,
In its rote a2 an advocste for people wih AIDS, tha
group hancled many apolications from clisnls
having dilficulties obtaining 1ha sanacas thay
required. The appointment of Terry Batterham as
Waltare Officar at ACON hag mads this advocacy
miare efficsant and widespread
In an attemipl to expand sanvicas, tha group 18
locking into Ihe areas of day end respite care and
provizion of madium of comalascant can lor peoplo
with AIDS, There is liil% assislance & present fora
parson canng for sameone with AIDS al home ano
e groupy s lobbying for éxpansion of senaces inio
thesa areas. Provision ol day and respile cane
gsanices would aase the burden an tha home Caror
Al pregent thers i 8 gap in service between the
acute cara hospital and tha hespice. In keeping with
the expectalion thal people with AIDS wilt

xperiance longer penods of good heafth, i wolld
ssam that a servica which provides space for
convalescenca s long averdua

Thia grou masts Sornightly and walcomas Inpu
fram anyone with sxperiise & the area of adhvocacy
and sanvics development.

The growp will conting to assst in enabling lraditional
sErvice provicers ioexpand thelr sarvices iainclide
paople with AIDS, I wll conlinue 1o mprove
communication between these sanvces and tha
eli@nts wiho ume them

Lou McCallum,

Conwvendar,

ACON / MACQUARIE

RESEARCH PROJECT

The Social Aspects of the Pravantion of AIDS Project
(5.4 PA) is a point ACONMacquane Linivarsity
School of Behavioural Scances research project,
funded by the state and fedesal povarmmmeanls. Tha
projoct conssis of three phases: Study A s & large-
scale survey of gay men's sexual practices. caredully
placad in iheir spcsal conlest, Sludy B will be
imfensiva intarviews with a smaller sampso, and
Sway Cowill be 8 media contant anahyais,

Siudy A has been caned IMough up 1o daa
analysiz staga by the untiring and imagmathe work
of Rigmor Berg. 10was nol g smali 1ask. The 900 iam
quasticnnae was developad through an exhausing
reseanch and trialling perod. 27 par-time
intarviewars, mastty ACON members, worea then
recnulted and tramed in adminsianng 15 infardd .
Thin began thie hand part; recruiting the sample. We
hopod 1o recnull and Infarvios S00-B00 pocdle In
three manths, It look twica as kong, but our final
pampea of 536 was nughty satsfacony. It was
reassuring fo find that the only athar non-madical
sludy of this scala in the warld, the "800 Naw Yok
Man Sludy', encouniansd axactly the sama problam,
Tha Steenng Commities of the Project s gratelful foe
the many kang hours Rigmer, and also ber *recruting
aasistant’, Simon Dondhos, pul MG pefsunding
peopld 1o participate, ofien in unlikely places al
BveEn miona unhikaly niours, Withoul this; tho sample
wiould not be naariy as varied, and as usehu, as i will
provie o be. W are also grabehd tothae many ACON
mesTbers wid agredd 1o b intanvienwad, and who
pul energy Into perauading fnends o paricipalsa,
The nbarssews liished i early March, wih
subaamples in Wollangong, Canbearra, Bathurst dnd
tha Marth Coast, Suin pi Chrochuir then editad the
questionnaies ot entny on ta e Macquane
computer. Editing and data entry lor the 538
raspondents was comploled inearky July, and firsl
results should begin fiowing back 1o ACON in oarky
August, and released 10 the gay community soon
after. These will have a significant inpect on ACTN'S
aoucalan programs

Mearwhile, Gary Dowsel! has been appeinted fo
co=dinate Study B, with Glenn Bond as part-lams
assislanl. Fallowing anafysa of resulls from Study A
the infensive Intaniews in Siudy B will proceed

Don Baxtor,

for the 5.A.P A, Project Staering Commitiae.



BODY POSITIVE

1887 has seen Body Positive grow rom strengih to
sirangth, tuming Iragedy inlo a3 positive force,

The success of Body Positive's two Bushdances
ahows 8 visible prasence in owr gay communey can
provadle immeasurable suppod o hoge who remaln
locked in lear bacause of their antibody positive
giatus, This lear baing fanned by an imesponsibis
piess, cerlain sections of the medical pralession
and even soma gay AIDS arganisatons themsahns
Body Pogitive was originaly sel up fo be a sell-halp
and supporl groug lor peopla who ara anlibody
pasiive 10 the AlDS virus,

Wa loe antibody posidive paopis ate the mos!
ovarlookad group of the AlDS crisia

Body Positive ts a small voluntaer group with limited
rasouncas, i doas its bast however o addrass tha
problems af anibody posilive peope

How do antibody positive people find out
about Body Positive?
& Regular adverizemants in the gay press.
= Motices al gay venues, clinkss, hatlings, alc
® Lisfings in resource manuals; newsletiers and
pamphleis produced by othes AIDS redaled
growps and orgarssalicns
Body Pogilive’s aim i (o offer social and emabonal
suppon. and 1o raler mambers (o olhar conlmes
whare |heny can find piofessional care in areas such
85 counsalling and singss management olc.
Body Positive has & small and dadicated group of
workers who appreciate the paricular problems
and nends ol antibody positive pecpée and who
provide a locus for ghanng thair fears, doubts,
festings and kaas
Body Pasitive aers a weekly 'drop-in” evening
facilitatad by ils members. where people can lak
fhraugh any Bsuas that arse or simply 1o meet athar
antibody positive pacple
Issues thal frequently arise from these mestings
covar
*health oroblems *drug triels * disi & lifastya
*refationshins & aal-dentty "wark & sccommodation
"ehil liberties " sewual expression “issues of death
& dying
Body Positive also has monthly ‘luncheans' at
members’ homes whare similar procasses take
place in o mare infarmal aimosphers. Guest
Epoakers ang invited 1o parbcipate al ihe weakly
meating and luncheons
Body Posilive oflers ils members a regular
newslatier
Body Posilive has a represeniative on the AC0ON
Commities and this enalses us 1o havea Input info
Iheir policies with respec! o the needs of antibody
posdive paapla,
Body Positive recognieas the imporiant rda i musi
play i we are o win the ballls against AIDS. On
gamia ronis this balile is besing won already, We
know that anlibody posithve stalus is net an
autamalic dealh sentencs as some mambers of our
sociely would heve us Deleve, When we see some
paople gal bedter from full-biown AIDS and othess
impovie the quality of thair haalth and even mora
whan some antibody posstive peaple stand up
pubilicy and proclaim wha they ana, than wa have
graat reason o ballevea that whad we ang dodng |5 1he

COMMBCt way 10 Dehave, Body Positive 18 such 8
group of paople who have come forwars o be
counted. Hops is being provided whera balore
thers was only despair. Changes ere being made
where before ihey sad nothing could be donn.
That is the challénge we have faced and hope all
thoso 50,000 odd who ane egtimated 10 be antibody
positve will take up this imilation o fight lor their
righits, whalsver they considear them ko be

Wa know trends and stafistics can be changed
Thay are baing changed and oy taking contiol of
Ihasa things we can change, we will be able 1o
pravida our mambsers with hope for a fulune.

The future reads of anfibody posilive peaple B in
majer aducation programmes in Haalthy Lifeshyds,
siress managamant, saler sax, and social and
pmctional support sarvices, a5 wall as a full-tima
ACON bassd woeked who Cain maka ouf work maoie
affective

Mac Mehahan,

COMMUNITY SUPPORT NETWORK

The Kscal yaar 1385-87 has been aturbulent one for
Community Support Nehwork and iis carams, Wa
have seen many clients and Iriends come and go
Thawolunteers have reaponded vary well In
emeargancies. andincarrying ol cara for our clients
5N has cared Tor 55 clients in the financial yesr
1986-87. Forty-2ighl assessmants ware caried oul
by the toam co-ardinatad by the Assessmant Co-
ordinator.

Hoslers
Shilis for year: 1829  Average: 35 Shilts per woek
Total Canng howrs: B230  Average: 158 hours per
Wik
Avarage lima per shift: 4.5 hours.
Th impact af the above figunes is gquite staggenng,
whenwe consider the propections for the next twelve
manihg Voluntaars will be ashed o continue
contributing time and enargy, 1o give tho necessary
SUpRod o peopda with AlDS and their loved ones.
Training Groups
Anadheir 180 carers were trained curing ts finans sl
year, making a tolal ol wall over 300 frained since
ine commancament of iha firsd iraining growp
Voluntesra each spend 40 hours in e (raining
proup, befors baing rostemnd oul io clienis,
Incorporation
During 1287, CEH was incorparatod Under Tha
Associations Incorporation Acl, was registered ag &
Charity, and was granted sales 1ax exemption, &nd
all donations over $2.00 were made tax deductitie
The tenafits of this ans o Emt liabiity of the
organisation. Our gratifude and thanks gao to Richard
d’Apéce for his untiring efon o secire thase for us.
The commibment and carng of the TSN vountess
ke very gralilyirg, and tha pas! and prasent
managomant commithess woukd lka o congratulate
all our carers on their dedication and suppaort for our
cllenis
We wiolld also like to thank the Bobby Goldsmith
Foundaton lor o continued support of our woik

Ken Smith, 1 3
Chainman,



14

GAY & LESBIAN COUNSELLING

SERVICE OF NSW

Thir GLCS tekes vary senoushy s obligation 1o the
gay community in AIDS awareness and education
Thum # = standard practice, adopiad by all
pourealions, o siress sale sax lechniques. This is
appied o sesualty inexperianced caliors as woll as
(o retalively routine enguibes, such as venues and
location of steam baths and the like. The number ol
cals specifically related to AIDS only appedrns 1o
hava declined since tha establishment and
publicising of the Hotling,

It ks worth menfioning aso thal 8 number of owr
counsallors ane very aciivaly involvesd in ACON,
Ankali and samilar groups.

Al Board level, refations with ACOM have baen good
duting the last twelve manths, but GLES must
axpress Iis concem al the implcations of the
propasal, in the interesats of “alficiancy”, o Mmoo
its voling rights from the ACON Commitles,

GLCS.

P.W.A. GROUP

This group was crignally started by Michael Glynn
However tha group lapsad for some monihs
because Micheel was nursing his friend and could
mepil cenecie any firme o Grgansing the graup
Tewnrds the end of 18986 an increasing number of
PW.A s had started on ting asli-Candida program
Saveral of us fall the need Tor a support group o
halp ws Meap o ihi program

As a resull of this, the P W.A._group was re-started
The group does not comprise soiely of [hose
fallcraingg the anfi-candida program, some ana
lollowing conventional therapies, other are 'dolng
thelr own thing'. Some al our mesalings ane Taaly
discussions on (he relalive marits of the differsnt
approaches iowands treating AIDS

Thi group’s most speclacular sUccess has been
the establishment of the Vitamin and Mneral Co-op
with a loan of $4000.00 supplied by ACON
Originally intended to be only for 105 sulerers, i
wias soon realized that the Co-ap sholla inclucs
pnyone infected by thig virug, The pnees af tha
Co-op are abaoul kalf 1hose in ke hops. Thia
represents a considerable saving Lo 1hose
undearaking vitamin and mineral therapy. Presen
iurncrsar af the Co-onis apporsimatehy $2000.00 por
weelk, The Co-op s largely self-supporting as il is
sialied by volurtears lor threa 2ays 8 week, however
an additional burden has bean placed an MNosman
from ACON who handies the ro-ordenng of sipplies
a5 needed.

& siche benafitof the Co-op haa bean e monihly
meatings fald Bateitan 15 Aot abes Aam Doih the
ecmeentional and atemative medical liesds. || was
this group whech recommaondad whal vitamins and
minarale we should initialy supply, and o5 time
progressaes, small chenges and additions have
bean recommandad. Tha pracillonars meat avary

manth and find the cross-ferlilisaton of kdeas 1o be
mest helpful to all parties
Another small sucoess lor the group has bean tha
prindirsg ol a monihbe nessisieds || rapoes any
advances in treatment and iries io'deal with the
pasitive side of AIDS wherever possible. Nems
deskgned to save worry and money ae prinled oflen
such as datails of a fruit and vegetable co-
operaliva whech PWAE can uts, and details of o
frangpon offer made by the Caniral Sydnisy
Tranapod Commuray. Mews of othar PW.A's
activiies and easy mcipas ang also prmted
The grows' s eesent concom 1510 get mone PW.AS
involved in the group, The social worker at 51
Vincants hat sent out arcund 50 of our newsletters
1o P WA S, A note anvclosed with the niwsdel]ar
offers to put therm on the mailing fist H requirad

John Gibbs.



AIDS Council of New South Wales Inc. (ACON)
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE STATEMENT
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30th June 1987

Last Year Year to Dale
: - 5 5
Incomi
247500 Granls - Govemment 266726
7500 Grants —Other 11819
Granis — Commormaeaii
18500 Employmant Programma __B170
274500 eB4T5
Other Income
BAO Mambarship Faas 3118
10437  Imeresi Received 13663
2624 Donalions 18539
1] Function Revenue 9735
13041 40056
288441  Total 324771
a7 Sales - Vitamin Co-op 13612
0 Purchases—Vitamin Co-op 16448
(i} Closing Stock — Vitamin Co-op 1154
1] 15204
a7 Gross Loss from Trading 1682
Expenditure
18617 Projects 4128
250 Promotional Expenses arog -
5000 G C S Phone Upgrade 0
20417 Rent and Associated Costs 36161
Bo431 Salaries @
113724 1845580
Administration Overheads
0 Audit and Accounting Fees 1728
i Architect Fees 4820
0 Affiliation Feaes 125
S84 Bank Charges B18
586 Conference Expensas 1778
0 Claaning 1005
1] Consultants Feas 4430
1840 Depraciation 23384
1705 Electricity 2671
545 Insurance 4784
] Courier 100
1] Leasing Charges 2600
47T Legal &ata 327
2558 Modia Advertising 23037 £
217 Meating Expensies 205
B48 Office Expenses T427
2238 Postage T120
1158  Printing 22978 »
a7 Referance Material 604
Repairs and Maintenance —
740 Furniture, Fivtures and fittings a0
Rapairs and Maintenance -
4] Office Equipment 511
4524 Prinfing and Stalionary 7882
HGEE Telephone 12790
1553 Travedling Exponsas 3B15
247 137374
137841 Expanditure 31860
S{150587) MNet Deficlency 5 888D




AIDS Council of New South Wales Inc. (ACON)
BALANCE SHEET AS AT 30th June 1987

Last Year
&
Accumulated Fund
75589 Balance &t Beginning of Year
75589
(150587)  Deficiency for the year
$226188
Represanted by.
Currant Assets
300 Petlty Cash imprest
0 Accrued Income
20472 Cash al Bank ACON Commitiee
113560 Cash at Bank Government Grant
17678 Cashal Bank CEP Grani
0  Stock on Hand —\itamin Co-op
151810
Fixed Assols
Fumniture and Fiftings
D696 al oost
Less Provision for
1840 Depreciation
7756
Leasahold Improvements
0 alcost
Less Pravision for
0 Depraciation
0
0 Ofice Equipment—at Cost
Less Provision for
4] Depreciation
0
7756
Investments
GT000 Interest Bearing Deposils
0 Holiday Pay Provisions
B7000
2266606
Current Liabliities
Other Creditors —Mambership
ia_l.'i Fessin Advance
480
Non-Current Liabllities
Fully Drawn Advance —
Commonwealth Bank -
0 Compuier Purchase
[}
$228186

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 30th June 1887

Motes to accounts and balance sheel for the year

ended 30th June 1967,

Mote1:  Cartain deficiencies in aocounting proceduss
and conirol wens Icenifed through the yen
Truzse are curronily being addnessed

MotaZ ' Loass oomimitrmants
Rank Xerox lbood leasa rental agresment lor
Proio Copier:

1. Mot latis (han one year $2,600
2. Later than one yoar bul nol
later than two years £5.200

Year to Date
3 3 g
?26186
226186
BAAO
£217306
300
3968
Bdav
20810
0
1154
32669
26847
7309
18538
75881
15178
80705
20135
_ 2839
17206
97539
B7433
4518
81949
223157
_ 25
251
4600
£217306
Auditors report to the members of

AIDS Council of New South Wales Inc.

e altached balance sheel and Income and expends-
jure slatemant ane propsddy diesm up so a8 o ghe a
trua and falr vehw al the stalo of affains of the AIDS Coun

cil of Mesv South Wales Inc. at 30h June 1867 and tha
resuds of that body Sor tha year snded on [had date. Tha
accounting recards and other moords, subgect 1o the
comments in Mabo. 1 aliached o ihe accounts, have
bean kepl in accordance with (e provisions of A

A.J Schofield AASA CPA.
26th Juty 1987.



