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ROLE OF THE AIDS COUNCIL
OF NEW SOUTH WALES

1. Introduction: The AIDS Council of New South
Wales [ACON) b a community hased organisation
fupded by the State and Commonwealth Governments.
The Council's activities inclade providing AIDS
educatian to the community; providing counselling and
support services for people affected by ATDS: amd
representing the intécests of people affected by AIDS,
A namber of community organksations are chosaly
affilisted to the AINS Council. These organisations
inchude the Community Sappart Network [ne. (provides
valiinteor home caring and support for people with
AIDS) el the Bobby Goldsmith Foundation
(& charitable nrganisation which provides Ananclal
assistance Lo peaple with AIDS).

2, Formation and Membership: The AIDS Cougell
was formed In 19585 at & public meeting, organised by
meembers of Sydnes’s gy community, to diseuss
appropriate ways of responding to AIDS in New South
Wales, The meeting subsequently resolved to form the
AIDS Couneil, and sdopted & constitution and slected 4
Commitiee to manage the affairs of the Council

The Council now represents and provides services
for all people affected by AIDS in New South Wales

The AIDS Counell and the Commanity Support

Network have around 700 members throughoot Kow
Louth Wales, A Branch of the Conmell was estabilshed

in Neweastle 1065

3. Management: The AIDS Council is incorporuted
under the N5W Associations Incorporation At Coumel
has a detalled comstitution and a comprehensive
Munagement Plan o ensure efficlont use of resources,
clear lines of communizstion and eMclen) use af
wnlunt s,

The Council is governed by an elected honorary
Commiitoe of 12 persons, which determines policy and
sccepls nancial sccountability. Tho Sl of Counell
carry awt day to day administration and implement
policy as determined by the Committes of Council

The Commamity Support Network s managed bya
Linison Committee comprising members rominated by
the AIDS Counell and the Community Support Network
{CSN). Staff of Council alsoe asalst in the operation of
the Community Support Network, with the Exocutive
ﬂhé?ﬂmﬂmeﬂmnﬂdmwuuﬂmuﬂnmmmr

The AIDS Couneil Commitiee has g number of
warking groups and sub-committees 1o advisa i1 and o
develop policy, Thess working groups and sub-commitiees
cover the arcas of Education, Welfare, HIV Antilody
Testing, Social Schence Research & Ethics and
Legal issues,

Membership of working! groups and sab-commitiess
is open to anyone willing to condribute to the wark of
the group.

4. BiafT: The AINS Council has aloven full-time stafT
and & number of other staffl employed for short-term
prajects. The stafl are dhided into thres managemend

units — education, welfsre serdees and administration
The siaff ars responsible throagh Unlt Managers to an
Executive Director, whd is in furn responsible to the

Coancil Committen for all aspects of Conncil’s operation,

5. Eduvcation Unit: This unit is headed by the
Education Programs Manager and Inclisdes a Telephana
CounsellorCo-ordinatar (reaponaible for Council's
voluntenr telephone counsellinginformation services),
in InformationResources Offlcer and an Fducatbon
(iflcer.

The Education Unit ks involved In sdueating the
community abaut HIV and is particalarly coneermed with
prevertati education. The Council has been
conducting preventative education programs for ever
three years. Mary of Council's programa are also
targeded to health professionals and service providers,
an well as to the gay and general eommunity.

The Education Unit has trained volunteers to
mssist in community AIDS educathon, This inchedes woek
with Council’s teleghone counsellinginformation
service and Coupeil's Speakers® Burens,

6. Welfare Unit: This unkt |s headed by the Walfare
Bervices Manager and inelodes a Community Care
Trainer and a Roster Co-ordinator, who assist with the
wark of the Community Support Network.

The unit co-ordinates senvices for peaple affected
by AIDS and works clasely with health professionals,
hospital social workers and other community
organisations invalved im helping peopls with AIDS. An
imiportant objective of the unit ks (o provide “one stap

shopping® for people affected by AIDS who require
asslatance and [nformation.

7. Administration Unit: This unit provddes
administrative and clerical support for the ather Counedl
units and for the Councll Committee and working groups.
The unit plays an important role in volunteer
eo-ordinallan.

B. Volunteer Participation: The AIDS Council and =
affilisted organdsations rely a great deal on the assbstance
of volunteers, Counct] setively encourages the
involvement of les membership and the community in the
nrgankstion's activithes.

Volunteers play & vital role in caring for people
with AIDS in the home situation, asststing in the ACON
office, providing telephone information and counselling
and helping with educational programs and prajects.

0. Conclusion: The AIDS Council's philesaphy is to
wark closaly with the State and Commanwealih
Governments and with other relevant organisations. The
AIDS Council and its affiliated nrganisations provide o
very effective model of optimum community immlvemant
in responding to AIDS In New South Wales,




PRESIDENT'S REPORT

INTRODUCTION

19587/88 his boen & venr of substantial progress for the
AIDS Councdl of New Soath Wales (ACON), This i
clearly demonstrated by the Impressive range of
programs and projects inltiated to foster educatlon
about HIV trapsmission and AIDS and to provide
services for people affected by AIDS,

Counell has also coptinmed to take & forcefnl role
in advocating the rights and interesis of people affected
by AIDS; rights and Interests 5o aften threatened by
prejudiced and uninformed sections af soclety, In this
ared, Counell has seted aggressively Lhrough the medin
and co-pperated with Governments and nom-government
bodiss ivolved In ATDS.

The Councll kas continued the work commenced
in 1987 |n restrocturing the organisation snd
establishing & professional base for its activities. This
shauld enable the Council to more effectively fulfll it
duties and responsibilities during the years ahead when
Mew South Wales will, unfortunately, be facod with an
even greater AIDS caseload,

The extent of the AIDS Councli’s imvalvement In
HIV/AIDS education and sersices, both at the State and
Mational Tevel, is considerable, This [ very clearly
demonstrated in this annual report; which for the frst
time provides more [nformation on Counell's activities
il baoth the State amd Nationn] bevel, a5 well as
discrisabng the work of ACONs affiliabed organisations,
working and sul-commiitess,

Hrmr;puﬁ-mﬂl highlight the broad areas of
schievement and issues requiring special comment
More detalind comment on specific programs, projects
and activities is provided cisewhere in tho annaal
repart.

MAJOR ACHIEVEMENTS

It ks pleasing Lo repart that the Council has heen
knvalved in mony important inktetives during 198754,
which we balieve will s2siet in minimising the spread of
HIV and provide better services and support for thoss
already infected by the virus. Achimvements which
require particular mention are as follow:

Carers Pension; After many months of lobbying and
negotiation by the AIDS Councll and other concerned
people, this issus was resolved In September (887, and
from February 1988, a Carers Pernsion i now woilahle
to any person who ls providing full-Ume eare and support
fior & person with AIDS in the home whare ihey both live.
Epecial thanks must go to Devid Wain, Cruig Sahlin,
Brian McGahen and Jeanotte McHuagh, MP for thair work
in oblaiming & just solution o the carers pansion isspe,

Antiviral Drog AET: Almest 12 months of very inlenalve
work by ACON was rewirdad In June 1688 with the
announcement by the State Health Minister, Mr Peler
Collirs, that 8.4 million dollsrs weakd be provided for
AZT sapplics during 108858, NSW now leads the restof
Australia in epsuiring adequate sapplies of AZT for

people eligible to receive (L

Prior to the Health Minister's decision, AZT
supplies were very uncertain (n NEW and the dnsg was
allocated on & piecemesl basls; o situation which capsed
considerable concem ko people already on AZT and to
those likely to need the drig in the near fvture,

ACON focused publlc attention on AZT funding
when it organised a highly suecessfal rally outside Suste
Parliament in November 1883, This actbon resuliad in
the former Health Minister abandoning a very restrictive
risnta system for supply of the drug

ATON has also had significant input into
deselopment of the informed consent document for the
*high risk" trial of AZT being conductad in Australia
This is o welcome example of close co-operation
between community organisations and the medical
profession.

Media Profile: The public profile of the Council
continued to Increase significantly during 1B87/84. The
Council hns made special efforts 1o briel jourmalists
[ntepested In AIDS, partioularty medieal reparters
asslgned to newspapers and electronic media.

By having & prominent public profile, the Council
ean more effectively represent people affected by AIDS
and speak as an suthoritatihe voice on HIVATDS |ssues.

Hunter Beglon Branch: The Hunter Region AIDS
Forim, a communlly based groap in the Hunter District,
was succesaful in guining fanding from the
Commaorrwealth Government for its anthdties. The group
approached ACON in order to develop a working
relationabip and has become our fArst Reglonal Branch.
This arrangement allows the Branch to benefil from
ACONs sxparience and resourcas while strengthening
uar ability to speak for xod represent all people affectsd
by HIV in NSW.

The Branch recently opened a Resoarce Centre in
Mewcastls, which is staffed by the Branch Co-ordinator,
Tvonne Gough.

ACON will continue to foster regionnl responses
to AIDS during the forthcoming year and, where
appropriate, to encoarage the formation af Councll
Branches in regional areas, We will be working closely
with organisstions like the Community Suppart Network
and Anlkali in parsuing these chiectives,

Education Initintives: Council developesd an impreasive
rangs of educational material related to HIV
transmission and AIDS during |BRT/88, directed at both
the oy and general community, These iniliatives are
afincumsed In more dedall elsewhere in this report.

Special meption should be made, however, of the
highly suseessful *Safe Sex Bunimer” campaign, directed
at Swilney's gay community. The evaluation of this
campatgn highlighted ita suwceess in reaching those at
gk, particularly those invalved in retationshkips or drag
and alcohal use

ACON played & major role in the highly successful
NACAIDNS Working Group on Gay and Bi-sexual Men,
which was convened by Don Baxter, our Education
Programs Manager, The raport from this Working Group



resulied in the Commonwealth Health Minister
providing over $500,000 for programs directed at gay and
-sesoand men throughail Asstrlks,

ACON has also commenced planning some major
initiatives b0 address the probilem of HIV tramamission
and IV needle sharing. These will include establishing
needle exchange facilities and poblishing a range of
information abuul needls sharing and HIV, The
knowledge and skills developed and so
applied In the gay community will provide the
framewnrk for efforts in this area.

Smppert Service Initiatives: ACON has developed a
much closer working relationship with the Community
Support Netwark, following a decision by ths
membership of CSN that ACON and C3N should
integrate farther

The eathillahiment of a Jolnt CENACON Liakson
Commities (o manage the CSN wmlanteer home care
servioe has bod to substantisl improvements in the
reoraitment, training and support systems for volunteer
carers. Hopefully, this will leave the SN serdce better
placed to mest future demands in Spdney and reglonal

areay,
Closer links are being forged with other agencies
and groups invalved in providing health and support
services, partlcularly church groups, community
agencies and community workers. The objscthve i o
achieve an expanded range of options for peaple
affecied by AIDS, while fostering & co- ordinated
approach to senvice provision. This will help to masdmise
resources and minimise duplication of services.

Farliamentary Linison Committes: ACON's
recommendation that a Parllamentary Linison
Committee be formed In the NSW Parliament has
recently been spproved by the Health Minister, Mr Peler
Colfins. The Minkster's initiative is very welcome and we
believe that the Parlinmentary Group will provide an
excellent way of informing members of Parliament and
thekr constituents about key AIDS lssves, thereby
encouraging more AIDS awareness and sensitivity of the
newds af people affected by HIV

*Enow Your Rights” Pamphlet: ACON'S Legal Working
Group has recently completed this pamphdet for the
Ausirabian Federation of AIDS Organisations. The
pamphlet discusses b AIDS ean affect our rights in
may wiys, partealarly on Bsswes concerning hoalth
care, legal responsibilities and dlserimination. The
pamphlot is & ladmark publication in Australia which
will be of great value to AIDS organisations, community
Eroups, Government Departments and Agencies, and the
penerl eommunity,

HIV Antibody Position Paper: ADDN has continued 1o
make an important contribution towards the adoption
of semaible policies on 0TV antihody testing by
Governments and other drganisations and growps.
ACDON's Testing Sub-commiifes completed a detafled
position paper on testing In September 1087, covering
such issues as priscns, hespitals, prostitution, adoption
and fostering, and psyehiatric institutions. This position
paper has been adopted 45 policy by the Australian
Federation of AIDS Organksations and distributed (o
many interested individuals and organksstions
throughowt Anstrabia.

Candletight Memorial Procession and Vigil: The
annianl candielight vigil was the most suecessfsl yet and

provided an important opportunity for the esmmunity
i the media to [beus on the human sbde of AIDS wwl
remember all who have died of AIDS and are living with
AIDS. A moving ceremony in the Pitt Street Uniting
Church was hold aftor the candlelight procession, with
sprakers including the Rev, Docothy McMabon, Justice
Michael Kirby, Mr Peter Collins, MP (State Minister for
Health), Ms Clenver Moore, MP {State Member for Bligh),
Professor Bon Penmy and Mr Andrew Hefshauge

{Dppesition Spokesperson on Headth).

AIDS Drug Treatments Forun: ACON orgunised two
public forams on drug trials and dnig treatments diring
1627/88. Bpeakers included Dr David Cooper, Or Julian
Gold, and Adam Carr from the Victorian AIDS Council,

These forums provide an Important opporiunity
for the community to hear the [atest information about
treatments for HIV infection and fo sk questlons about
trugs and drug trials. ACON plans to continue o hald
thasa type of mootings-al regular infermls during the
neext 12 months,

STRUCTURE AND OPERATION
OF THE COUNCIL

It is also pertinent 1o comment on the internal speration
of the Coupcll and its continwed e of the ACON
Resource Centre n Sophls Street, Surry Hilks

Re-organisation of the Commell

A reorganisation of the Councll's management stroeture
wiis comphoted during 1887 and culminated in the
adoption of & comprebensive Managemont Plan by the
ACON Commities of Coupcll,

The purpess of the Councll’'s Management Plan is
to provide clear information to all ivolved in ACON -
from Commities members, voluntoers, membirs,
throagh o stafl = on exactly how the Council operates;
how Lhe organization communicates; what are the duties
andd responsibilities of office bearers, commitges
membirs, volupieers and stafl; and how ACON relates to
other organisstions fmolved [n the AIDS sreq The
Mumagement Plan combines all these decisions and
policies adopted by the Council into a single document
which can be easily accessed by all imvolved in the

The adoption of a sound sdministrative and
organisational strocture has assbsied the Council to
become mane involved in forward planning, rather than
simply responding to needs and jssues &s they arlse. A
professsonally managed and effective organksation also
gives confidence to the State and Commearwealth
Governments, who continoe to provide much nesded
funding for our HIVAAIDS education and sapport
Programs.

Purt of the re-organisation has invohed the
establishment of new working groups to sssist Coaneil
to develop new policy and program Initiathes, Examples
of this are the ereation of & Medical Bcientific Weorking
Groap and the fermation of a Reseanch and Ethics
Warking Group. Our system of working groups and sub-
commiltees provide an excellent way of invalving the
skills of our members and of developing imaginative

paliey and programs.
ACON Resource Centre and Stafl

During 183788, submissiona to the State Government
for additional staff resourtes resulted in the




appolmmens of a Telephone Counsellon Co-ordinaton; o
second Education Officer; an Administration Mannger;
and two Education (fleers to work in Sydnes’s cuter
sxibirthia,

The Commormvealth Government, through the
Australizn Federstion of AIDS Organbations [AFAD),
has funded projects which has permitted us Lo employ a
Riral AIDS Education Officer; two Peer Education
OMeers; and 8 Legal Research Officer,

Demunds on the ACON Resource Cenire in Surry
Hills have dramatically increased during |E87/8S,
reflecting the growth of education and support programs
and, unfortunately, the growth of the ATDS caseload in
New South Wales. Accommodstion on all foues is almost
fully utilised, as a result of the growth in ACON stafl
from 7 at 20 June 1987 to 15 at 30 June 1888 Our
meeting rooms and storage facilities are also
approaching maximim ose.

Cair requests during 198758 fnr additicnal
cherical/ndministrative positions were nod successful and
the absence of hasic levels of adminkstrative support for
the argankation is currently & matier of greal concem,
whikch we shinll be raising with the Government in the
nisar fuatire.

It s pleasing to report that the number of
yolunteers and people affected by AIDS utilising the
resnurce centre has alss increased substantially.

Internal rencvations have been necessary o
accommodate incrensing safl and to provide secure
arcas for computer equipment aml the Couneil's printed
rescarces, Hewever, this will provide only a temporury
solutbon and It ks 1kely that addidenal or sliernale office
and meeting accommedation will kave 1o be found
during 1088383,

1887758 ks also seen o substantial increass in the
costs of ndminiszration, particularly in the areas of
telephone, postage, photocopying. advertising, printing
and egquipment, The level of requests from the general
putdic for counselling, information snd printed material
has increased dramazieally. All of these fncts highlight
the need for increased financlal commitment from the
Gevernment during the next 12 months,

ONGOING ISSUES

While ACON has made exeellent progress during 1955/
&, their remains much to be done. We cannot be
complacent shoit our schievements and we must
rocognise Lthat further challenges are ihead as the AIDS
caseload kncrenses throughout our State.

In concluding this report, | would fke to identify
soma of the more important issyes that ACON will need
to oddress during the next 2 months

Thie first issue concerns options far treatment af
AIDS and HIV infection. At present, people affected by
HIV have limited options for treatment compared to
gther countries, partlealarly the USA While ACON
supports the wse of AT and farther irials to esfablish
its efficacy, v beliowe that othar promising irentments
such as ALTE] and Dextran Sulphate should be
evaluted. We will continue to urge that where evidence
supports thi need for trials of these abd other promising
treatments, thesa trials be undertaken &8 & mattor of
argency to determine thelr efficacy.

The second [ssue concerns HIV antibody testing.
We should recognise that with changing medical
knowledge and the development of new treaiment
eptinns and prophylactic measures, the issae of HIV
anifbody testlng remains one whene porsonal chobcn &5
eritical. ACON will continue to make information

avatlalde to the community in order (hat members can
make informed decisions on this issue. Qur most
effective weapon in preventing further spread of HIY is
education, not HIV testing. Unfortunately, much of the
debate about HIV infection often focuses on Lesting
becanse people are aiiracted Lo what seems a simple
solution (o AIDS. Thercfore, all the AIDS Counsils need
to deselop sound policies on all aspects of lesting to
encotrnge rational discussion awd poliches on this
complex s, ACON should continue o e al the
forelronl of this work.

The third isue ks the need for more stralegle
planning of e respanse to AIDS in New South Wales,
hoth by Governments and by community organisations
like the AIDS Council.

We believe that AIDS funding should be
subaianiially [nereased (o meet futune servce needs and
to more effectively contain the spread of HIV throughout
the State through AIDS education programs. Al the sama
time we must utilise sxdsting resources and programs
effectively, avoiding duplication and waste.

ACON will be urging Governments — particularly
the Commonwenlth Government - to substantially
increase AIDS funding during the currend and next
financial yoar, ACON itself will require increassd
fumiding o meet its responsibilities during the next 12
maonths, particularty if we are to minimise HIV
trunssnission in outer urban and regional areas and
among thase still participating in high risk activities.
Similarly, increased funding is vital if we are fs contipoe
to provide eare and support for the current and fulure
AIDS caseload.

The final bssue concerns people infected with HIV
themasives, More work needs o be doni Lo provide
support for peaple infiected by HIV and to provide 2 miee
appropriste vehicle for their contribution und
involvemient in the work of communlty organisations e
ACON, Pechaps the most moving and certainly the most
powerful statomant made at the recent National AIDS
Confurence in Hobart came fmm people with AIDS,
These peaple, their friends and partners, demanded
pecapnition and [nvolvement In the Aght against HIV.

ACON nevds Ineroased imolvement and feedback
froom peaple with AIDS and people who are HIV antibody
pesitive, a0 that we can respond to their needs more
effectively, Meeting these important ohjectives will be &
priority task for ACON during the next 12 months.

CONCLUSION

{iar peojress during the past 12 months woukd tot have
been possible without the considerable commitment of
mary ACON members, volunteers, committes members
and =tafl. | warmly thank all thess dedjeated people for
thetr enormous canteibiatbans to the woek of the Council,

Our community organisation has effectively met
many of the challenges presented by AIDS doring 1087/
BE. Mertrg the nest 12 monihs we shall face muny more
chllsnges as we pursun our shjectives of minimising the
further spread af HIV through education and providing
the hest possible eare and suppont for people affeched
by AIDS.

I-am confident that the AIDS Council of New
Sniath Wales is capable of mesting thess challenges and
will remuin at the forefront of the fight sgainat AIDS.

Giray Sattler
President



STATE RELATIONS AND INITIATIVES

The AIDS Councl] his enjoyed a good working
relationship with the NSW Depariment of Health during
1957/38 apd with many other Government Departments,
Grrernment ngenckes and orgnksstions ard groups
involved in AIDS. Developing & close working
relationship with other agencies is an important
philusopby of thie AIDS Council: it ks vital that
(rvernment and non-government organisations work
closoly together to maximise resources and provide the
teost possible level of services to people affected by HIV,

CEIDA (Centre for Edueation and Information on
Dirugs and Aleohol )

With the appointment of Rigmar Berg ns AIDSTVEU
Eduention Co-ordinator an Advisory Sub-Commities was
constituted, including ACON representation. The Project
has resently received supplammniary funding (o
undertake @ program of training drug treatmeant workers
whe bawe direct contact with intravenous drug wsers,
The aim of the program |2 to provide workers with the
Information and skills neeessary (o sducats clients
about 2afe sex and safe drug wse practices.

Dy Care Centre for People Affected by AIDS:

ACON strangly supparts the establishment of o
permansnt, five day por week, day care facility for
people with AIDS In Sydney’s Inner clty wrea, ACON has
endeavoured to co-operate fally with the management
cammittes of the current day eare facllity, which
operntes on Wednesday and Friduy of each week, ACON
has asststod with lobbying for funding and we have
nssistedl with the estahiishment and oporation of the day
centre managemant commities,

East Sydney Community Services — Hostel Projeci:

This project adms to provide temporary sccommodation
far certain people affected by AIDS, particularty in the
Inner elty wrea of Syvdney. ACOXN b8 representasd on the
Managemant Committes for this project by Terry
Batterham [Wolfsre Sapvices Manager),

Home Coare Serdes of NEW:

Both the AIDS Council and the Community Suppart
svrbwork work closely with the Home Care Senvice, which
provides home support services to people with AIDS,
ACDN Walfare Serdees Manager, Terry Batberham, s
been nvolved in a review of services for people with
AIDS being conducted by the Home Cars Service

New South Wales Department of Health:

Relations with the N5W Departmeant of Hanlth continie
b b pocid, ADON fully supports the continnation of the
Department's AIDS Burean and we have redterated our
view (o the Department and to the Minister for Health
that the Boreay mizst be properdy ressurced so that |§ can
Fulfil its rale in helping to co-ardinats the NSW response
to ATDS, ACON nlso consideers it important that the AIDS
Bareau condinue Lo reéfaln subsiantisl aotonamy within
the Dapartment, consistont with its vital role in
respomding Lo the AIDS pandemic in New South Wiles,

Primary School AIDS Edueation Project:

Ken Davis, ACONS Bduestion Dificer, has been Imalved
in & Steering Commities overseeing the development of
AIDS information for primary sehool children in
Commonwealth funded pilot project based at the Inner
Clty Education Service.

State Ministerial Advisory Committee on AIDS Policy
(MAC):

This Camemities |3 pesponsible for advising the State
Minister for Health and the NSW Government on all
aspects of AIDS in New South Wales. Mombership of the
Committes is drawn from experts on medical, scientifie,
social, educational, palicy and ndminlstrthe areas
relating o AITS,

Council's Exscutive Director, BII Whittaker, has
been a member of the Ministerial Advisory Commities
since its formatfon n 1087,

ACON has made & number of lmportant
contributions to the work of the Ministerial Advisory
Committee. For example, Lex Watson and Bill Whittaker
participated in a sub-committee established to redow
the unworkable HIV surveillance procedures operating
in NEW, This peview has resalted in the introduetion of
& laboratory based survelllance system, with HIV
antibody test resulis being notified on an
baais, rather than individoally: this work shonld alleviaie
mapy concerma about confidentiality and provide & more
secure emvironment for people (o be Cested if they wish
o do &0,

ACON bs aleo particlipating in a current MAC sub-
committes on HIV Antibody Testing and Surgery
Patients,

The Ministerial Advisory Committes has
established sub-committees 1o advise [t on Educatlon,
Community Services and MedicalBebentific lasois.
ACON |5 represented on these sub-committees by Don
Baxter (Education Sub-committee), Terry Batterham
{Community Services Sub-committes} and John Godwin
(Communily Services Sub-committes],

Sydney AIDS Intravenoes Drog User Study Groop
(SAIDS):

This groop was formed recently to co-ordinate and
overses research in Sydney into the IV drog nsing/8108

nrea. The group |s convened by Professor Ron Penny.

ACON is represented on the group by Gray Sattler, ACON
President.




COMMONWEALTH RELATIONS
AND INITIATIVES

The AIDS Council of New South Wales (ACON) is
imvolved in & number of impartant activithes at the
national level, which contribule towands an effecibe
response to AIDS in Australia,

AFAD { Anstralian Federntion of AIDS
irganisations ):

AFAD ks a national body responsible for negotiating with
the Commonwealih Government and other national
organizations an behalf of the Australinn AIDS Coaneils.
AFAD ks governed by a National Commiites, comprising
delegates from each State and Territory AIDS Couneil.
In betwaen the annail AFAD Naficnal Committes
Mesting, an elected four person Execullve i responsibile
far masnaging AFAQ,

ACON is represented on the AFAD National
Committee by Bill Whittaker and Gray Sattler, with Bill
Whittaker serving as AFAD Vice-President. Don Baxtor
served as AFAD Vice-President unti] April [8E3,

The AIDS Courcll participated In varisus AFAD
working groups and workshops during 1887788, including
the IV Drug Working Group, AIDS Education Workshop,
AIDS Support Serviees Worksbop, and the Natlonal
Information Clearinghouse Waorking Group. All these
workshops amd groups kave made an impoertant
coptribution lowards improving Australia’s respanss ti
AlDS.

Bill Whittakar played a key rode in drafting
Organisational Guidelines for AFAD, which were
adopted at the AFAQ Committes Mesting in April 1888,
He also provided advice on management and
organisational ssoes to various AIDS Councils during
1028, agnin Chrough visits suspleed by AFALDL

ACON also sugpested the fortleoming AFAD
Warkshop on Volontesr Involvement in AIDG
(rianisations. Thiz workshep (s being held (o assisl
AIDS Councils to impeove thelr technigues for
recraiting, co-ordinating, training, mansging and
supporting volunteer workers. It is expocted that the
warkshop will be held Iate 1883 or early 1953,

AIDS Research Roviow Dodmmittes:

This Commities is currenily responaible 1o the
Australion Natlonal Councll on AIDS (ANCAL AFAD is
reprosenied on the Commiftes thmugh ACON by Lex
Watson

The Coammittes was asked Lo be an Independent monkor
of ATTIS drug trails and to conskder both the results and
efficary of sisch trials, including side effects from use aff
inags haing trialed and sthizal lssues arising {rom drug
trinls. T date, the Commidtes has been hampered by
lack of access to results of AXT trials and rather narmow
terms of refaremce. | iz currently proposing to ANCA
that its terms of reference by widenod.

AIDS Trust of Anstralln:

The Trust is & mational charitable trust, founded by the
Governor-General in April 1887, During the formative

period of the Trust, the AIDS Councll has provided ofllce
gpace and access (o office facilitbes for the Trust's
Svdney based Pundralsing Director,

Rill Whittaker & an AFAD nominated Trustes of
the AIDE Truse,

ANCA (Auscralinn Matonal Coonedl on AIDS) and
HACAIDS:

ANCA (Tormerly kmewn a8 NACATTS and the AIDS Task
Foroe) |5 the Commonwealih Health Minkster's principal
midvisory body on AIDS.

Dop Baxter, ACON's Edweation Programs
Manager, 18 & corrent member of ANCA. Don
represented ANCA af the Intemational A1DE Conference
held in Stockholm in June 1088,

Dom Baxter also served as Convenar of the
NACAIDS/ANCA Working Group on Gay and Bi-sexual
Men {membership of which included Bill Whittaker from
ACON], Many of the recommendations from this very
successful working group ware sdopted by the
Commonwealth Department of Communkty Serdces and
Health, with over $500 000 being allocated during 1983
B for AIDS edueation programs directed ai gay and
hi-secual men throughoot Austrablz,

ANCANACAIDS Insurance Working Group:

This working group was estahlished in 1885 to look at
the issue of AIDS and life insurance, The group was
chaired by Professor Marcia Neave and had extensive
linison with bath the Life Insurance Poderation of
Australin (LIFA) and the Commonwealth Public Service.

The Insurance Working Group produced a majer
repart on fife insurance in mdd 1087 which was subject to
eitenshe debates within the insurance indusiry and the
eomminley. o practieal terms, the ooloome was &
valuntary Code of Ethics for insurers dealing with AIDS
and HIV infection, This Code was drafted by a working
jgroup of four consisting af fwo people from LIFA, one
from Commanwealth Health Deparimont and ong
community representative, Thie Code was endorsed and
adopted by LIFA, Commorwealth Health and the
Insurance Working Group.

Lex Watson, s member of the ACON Committes,
has served on both the Insurnnee Working Group and
ithe Code drafiing commities,

The Insurnnee Working Group has an ongaing
interest In establfshing some form of isurance
ambudsman to mopitor queries and complaints. Thers
is also an informal commitmend o continos liaison as
necessary and (o review the situstion and Code in the
light of future developments and information,

Comflom Project and Condom Standards Committes:

The Condom Prodect is a Commomwealth AIDS Ressarch
Grants (CARG) funded project established early in 1988,
Two praposals were submitted for condom research, one
by Lex Watson on bohalf of ACON and another by Dr

Bazil Doncvan and Dr Johin Gerofl. CARG ajpesd 1o [ind



ihe twao propodals joinily, and a Condom Praject team
waa established, based (n the School of Publlc Health st
the Untversity af Svdney,

The Project alms to Imeestigate the quality of
enndnms on the Australian markel, the monitoring of
standards for condoms, the reasons for breakages in use,
the incldence of breaknge In use and the
appropiciatensss or othepaise of the present Australlan
condom standard, AS 1000,

The project is funded for two years and first
resulis nne expocied to be released luie 1588,

Lex Walson also represents AFAD on the
Standards Association of Avstralia Condoms Standards
Committes (C5%). The Committes Is responsible for
ndvising the Standards Association on possible changes
to the Australlan condom standard, AS 1918, The
Committes also monitors overseas amd imternational
condom standards

Wollongong AIDS Research Project:

The Project |s funded by the Commaonwealih AIDS
Research Grants Committee and the NSW Department
of Health, The Projoct s concernesd with the
development and evaluation of counselling and support
for people who sre HIV antibody positive and wolunteer
CATETS.

Two counsellors are employed on the project: Kerri
Allwood, who has been very active in AIDS, especially
with CSN volunteers, and Larry Stillson, who is working
out of ACON.

The AIDS Councll has provided spase to the projest
thronghout 1B88. With forther fanding from the
Commonwealth in 1988 the project will hopefully expand
to offer support to all pew CEN wluntbeer carets.

Warld Health Organisation:

The World Health Organisation arranged a number af
visits to the AIDS Council’s Resource Centre during
1987/88, These visitors inclisded overseas politicians,
medical practitioners, health administrators and
eammunity wiorkers. The visits enabled the AIDS Coancil
b share its experiences In developing a community
response to AIDS with other countries, particularly in
AIDS edueation and providing suppert and servces for
poople affected by AIDS.

ACONS Welfare Services Manager, Tarry
Ratterham, provided consultancy services to the World
Health Organisation doring 1987, which included the
development of an AIDS program for Tonga
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REPORTS FROM WORKING GROUPS
AND SUB-COMMITTEES

EDUCATION WORKING GROUP

The Education Working Group s respons(bie for helplng
by plan aclisities and programmes o promate AIDS
education in the gay and general community wnd fos
assisting with the development of ACORN'Ss sducation
paticies.

Thi EWG hears reports from ACON working
groups in the education area, and seeks to facilitate
these groups working produttively within a unifled
education strategy, Where appropriate, the EWG fosters
the sstablishment of new groups

The Group also sevks to assist the stadl of the
Education Unit in setting priorities, and in developing a
cohorent educktion sirmiegy.

The Group resiews eduestional materials being
considerad for production by ACON, with mambers often
contributing to the actual production. The Group also
menitors and respands critically to materals prodoeed
ouiside of ACON in the area of AIDS educatlon

In December 19ET the Working Group held o very
suecessful two-day education conference 'AIDS
Education far Gay and Bisexval Men', Four new working
groups were formed oot of that conference — youth,
antibody pasitive support, Intravencoos drog wsers, amd
one largeted al work with gay men oataide the (nper cify
fny eummunity,

As i result of the development of these working
groups, the EWG undertook & revislon of He charter
towards that of eo-prdination and strategic planning.
In March 1058 the EWG and the Edueation Unit engaged
It s firse shori-term planning exercise aimed
[dentifing exdsting and propesed education
programmes, assesaing the resources peeded for the
programemes, and sither allscating existing resourees o
developing submissions for additional resources,
Fleased with the success of this, the EWG will conduct
a secnnd planning sessian in Oegober.

Bafe Sex Slots

Throughout the year the Super Socret Society of Simply
Btiinnilng Safe Sex Sluls hus indefstigably continusd jts
outriech work taking the message of safe sox and
eondom wse Lo Uie bars, the streets, and danes pariies.
Appearing ot momient in WAAF outfits for ANZAC day
pevols, then next reincarnated pe check-oul siall ot the
ACON Sals Sex Ball, and somewhore plong the way
managing o make it oy tn Lawsan towin a talent quest,
the Sluts have become very moch o part of ACON'S
education and outreach, Moch of the eredit for the
suecess of the Sluts falls to Bamry Fitagerald who has
given generamsly of his time, ensrgy, wnd creatbity

Gay Youth Working Group

This working group was formed af the ACON conference
'AIDE Education for Gay and Bisesual Men' held in
Decomber [BET, In response 8o the argent nesd for
grioator and more appropriate AIDS education for young
peoples As expressedd In the groups charter, our

ohjectives are b

s paslet in the development of strategles and
prodoctlon of education materfals specifically for
YOLIRE By

o organlse anid promote information forums reganding
safe sex and safe newles use for young gays

o pasisk the educntion unil and moke
recommendations whers appropriste

In the |nst & months, the group has met some of
these abjectives. We attended a recording of the ABCs
‘Blah Alnh Elah' programme on AIDS, conducted o
successful and popular safe sex saminar at the Network
‘B8 eonference, held information stalls al Sydney's three
miln university campuses during this vear's orlentation
wistk, placed letters and artieles in university student
newspapers addressing AIDS as an issue of special
coneem b young people, and placed s submission to the
Deparument of Healith for funding for & pamphied and
related education materinl for voung peoplo.

It i anticipated that elose collsbaration with the
Youth Peer Education Officer will help integrate and

expand the group's activities In line with the growing
education strategies of the Coumetl,

Speakers Project

The Speakers Project was estabillabed bn Juve 1987, As
al |1 Auogust 1888, 168 presentations on the basic fets
of the AIDS pandemic had been delivered by stall and
volunieers. We have sddressed schools, service clubs,
welfare agencles, relighous groups, colleges, ethnke
communities, workplsces, prisons, womens meetings,
and other eammunlty erganlaations

Speaking a1 these venues is an important part of
or education sutreach. Often being ahle to ask
fuestions of o speaker is the only way people can check
thelr understanding of AIDS and how it k= tranamitted;
relying on the medla or pamphlets alone can leaw
peopbe confused. Through these presentations we can
reach not only the general publle, but also those whe
engaze in unsafe sex and unsafe Injection practiees who
da not kdentify with messages targeted at the gy
community or “drog addicts”,

In workplsces, seheols, welfire and commaunity
organizations, our presentations are aften the first step
townrds the adoplion of corporate polley and planning
on hw b respond o the ATDS pandemic.

Far AGON, thess speaking engagements give us
valuahle feedback on bow the commanity views AIDS
and safe sex For the dozens of people who have
volurtetred for tralning and assignments with this
project, these cxperiences in ATDS education and
dialogar have proven very rewanding,

Intravenous Drug Users Working Groop

As & result of the growing recognition that the
transmission of HIY throegh unsafe inlravenous needle
using practices represented the same threat to our



Comminity a3 unsafe sexaal practices, ACON
constituted an VI Working Qroup in JBES,

This group actively encourages the participation
of Individuals with persomal a5 woll as professinnal
axperbinee (o the area, believing that the skills and
waperines doveboped by ACON in the area of community
educabion and safe sex can similarly be spplied to safe
drieg wsing practhees through the participation of those
who represent the IV drug using members of our
commamity,

The group has been sucoesshal in rocedving
flanding for a pliot project mimed at IV drug users rot in
contact with drug and aleshol agensies. The project, to
tako the form of & *private communication” using
canoons placed in nppropriate magazines, will inform
these msers abaut HIV transmisalon and AIDS, safe drig
use, apd sefe sex. A submission has been made under
tha Community Edication Project Grants of the
Ausinilian NMational Counct] en AT gddressing the
naed For farther rescurces targeted al safe drug s
among gayleshian couples and recreational users.

In March 19588, ACUN resolved that as n part of its
cverall sirategy (0 reduce Lhe spread of AIDS, it would
develap & needle exchange program. A dralt policy and
strategies paper is In preparation and work on
eatabliching & pilob exchange should be underwsy in
early Seplember,

Puil van Revk
Convenor

EVENTS/FUNDRAISING
WORKING GROUP

This Working Grosp was ereated In 19587 to oo- ardinnte
ADDN eommanity mwntd and t6 mise fnds for Counel
programs and projects, The Groap works closely with the
Edwcation Warking (irmup to magimize the peet of
appeopriate educalional messages. [n doing 3o it has
been particularly effective in relnforcing the “safe sex®
message

Major Projpects:

1938 Sydmey Gay Mard] Gras Parade; This was the
first attempt by ACON in constructing & mijur parade
entry. The cancept was the “temple of safm sex” which
s achirved by using [Tindo Indian images and danee
mirvemands The croved reaction on the night w
extremely enthasinstic with sur float going on 1o win the
Mardi timms Award fer Best Sale Sex Prowition Tlds
pruject vas suecessil in other areas — notabby 1 wiy
in which it invabosd mamy volunisers by fostering thilr
artistic skiils

Candlelight Rally: Mondoy May 30 saw Swdney's third
candlelight memarnl mlly for peaple whe o died
fram AINS, morking this clty's invmbemont ina
worldwide svent, About |50 peaple participated this
wrar inebuding many community and political beaders; o
shiwe rare anl concer for people with AIDS and to
pemembaer friends, companions and bved ooes wha have
diedl. Thin year ihe rally eommencsd 88 Tavlor Square
and movedd o the Prii Sireve Uniting Charch whem the
CEMEERY iMehffuarilisd gicties dinil iiisdenl
interludes, The pumber apd vanety of 1those sttonding
the rally ar«d meeting showed how AIDS bs adfiscting the
[ives of so many in the community.

Safe Sex Ball: The inangural Safe Sex Ball was the
major fund. raiser for 18738, ralsing around 55000, The
oinonpl wis o “supermarket of safe sex”™ with the Safe
S Aluts employed ms check-out attendants for the
nlght. Nearly 1000 people danced the night oway in an
ambienice of safy sox created by nrtist Davld MeDiarmid,
His artiszic akills were complemented by the lighting of
Robert Laks and musie of Bill Morley and Robert Rasde
The night was made the epitome of glamour by Miss 3-0,
Cindy Pastel and Twistie. The group is extremaly
grateful to all af thess people for their dedication and
exew]lomes,

The Events Pundrising Group welcomes peaple with
skills and enthusiasm, We gre plunning an even more
creative progrvm during 198989,

Btephen Anbuarn
Comvenor
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LEGAL WORKING GROUP

The Legal Working Group (LWG) continues o be the
only AIDS Law group bn Austrlia elther at communlty or
government level As such it has experienced increasing
requests for advice and information, and has
Increasingly had to sdopi a natlopal focos covering all
Hate and territory law ns well a5 Commonwealth Law,

In the last vear, the LWG has undectalen two
major prajects, the AIDS and Your Rights pamphlet and
the AIDS Law and Civil Liberthes Praject.

AIDS und Your Rights

This s a 35 page guide o legal lssues, primarily for
PWAs, people who are HIV Ab+, their fiends, family
and everyone working in the ATDS fleld. Deafied by the
LW, it has been sdopted by AFAG, and cost of printing
20,000 copies has been borne by the Commomsealth
Department of Comnmmenity Services and Health

The pamphlet was launched during the Third
Natlonal Conference fn AIDS by the Human Bights and
Equal Opportunity Commissioner, Brisn Burdelin.

It i hoped that funds will be available for a
resised edition in early 1888,

AIDS Law and Chil Liberties Praject

Funding for this project, inltinlly 1o employ & wu
Research Offcer for slx months, was

Commonwealth [ate in 1957, to ACON vis AFAD, Juhn
Gaodwin was employid i3 LRO starting at the end of
Febrmry.

In excess of 40 areas of law have now been
Identified for research, Thiy range from public health,
riotification and virus tranemission lows through doclor’
nnd patients” rights, to condom uws, insurances laws, Sex
education and censorahip,

The project ks national in scope, it alms to detad
the ssatute law, caze law, monitor legislative and judicial
developments, both natienal and interratbonal, eonsider
policy implications and philosophies and Lo be of
assistance (0 Indhidoals and governimants in developing
approprinte regulatory frameworks for AIDS policy,

Th date the projoct has targely compieted 12 of its
topic areas o far as the law goes. Work has bean started
o naimerais other amas, and on some pollcy issues It
is hoped that funding will be svailable in 1685-83 to
eontinue the project wnd develop a permanent legal
respurce avillabla to people in the AIDS fisld

Alreaddy the project is receiving a steady fow of
enijuires fram both individuals and groups and
organksations, Subject to resources, these huve been
mel Howewver whils Information and advice ean ba
given, at this stage the project cannol act formally as o
legal reprosentation cantre, Sach a developmant may ha
reeded in the near future, a3 demand increases,

Partly as a result of the project, partly becaizse of
the onique resodree of the LWG generally, the group,
the praject and their iIndiddunl members have besn
frvolved in numerois activities.

The=e acthdties ineluded:

& monitering insurapcs problems and responding to
resqpaes for insurance relnted advice from Individuaks
in several States,

« participating in formulnting irsurance policy and a
Code of Practles for life Insurers. Lex Walson Is &
member af the NACATDEANCA Insurnnes Working
Giroup.

= monitoring propesals for testing of police, prisoners

and surgery patients and sentinel testing of other
groups in the commimity.

& pressing for smendment (o the 55W Proclaimed
Miseases legislation, and proposing & pew Lest resnli
surveblinnes system thal B more clfective and fully
protecis ananymity

s presaing for amendments to the Anti-diserimination
At by unambiguously include HIV sialus and
presumed HIV status

= commenting on the drafl of the Commonwealih's
Gireen Paper on AIDS. David Bochanan and Lex
Wistson asslsted in drafting secthons,

» making submisaions in response o
the ¥8W Committes on Adoption's paper consorning
wideption and fostering of HIV infeeted children
thie N5W Government Violence Against Women and
Children Law Reform Task Foroe's consnliation paper

the NACAIDS Discrimination Working Groap Repaort
the Victorian Law Reform Commission's discussion
paper on Informed Consent to Medical Treatmend

NEW Legislative Coonell Seleet Commlites an
proposals to Limit the Ombodsman's powers of
imvestigations into complaints agaknst police, with
specific reference (o the implications for people with
¥

the Victorlan Health Departmant's Infecticus
Thiscases discumslon paper

= investigating and advising on the Law melating Lo
ifisplay of condoms far retal], and sdvising the
University of Sydney based Condom Project on laws
on eondom standards, availability and advertising.

# ndvising ACON an the begal implieatlons and
redquirements for establishing & needle sxchinge
LEVICE.

# aasisting ACON in the dmfting of a4 confidentinlity
agreement for volunteers and employees of ACON,

= monitoring developments in new and proposed
legislation, such as the Anti-discriminatfon
(Amendmont) Bill 1887 N5W on vilification of
minurity growps, the Health (General Amendment )
Act 1588 Vie, and amendments to the NEW Prison
Hegulstions,

 mondeoring AIDS related Issues which have arisen in
pecent court cases reganding developments in such
nreas a5 the law of confidentiakity, lability
consequent wpon HIV infection through blcod
transfusion, mitigation of prison sentences of
prisiners -n'lmim'.md the mvaklability af the defence
of honest and reasonable mistake to the Crimes Act
affence of Inciting homosexual intercourss with a
male wnder I8,

# |nliiating formal links with the N5W Depariment of
Healih's Complaints Unit.

» pirevidimg asslstanee to a peron seeking o hring
proceedings in the Equal Opportunity Tribunal
agulnsl a surgeon who allegedly refised to aporste an
the person on the grounds of their homosexaality,
This is a test case for discrimination and compalsory
Lesting.

Subject to the availability of funds for which
application has been made, the LWG hopes In the pext
year o hiold an AIDS Law seminar in Swdney, to publish
thee research of the AIDS Law and Clvl Libertbes Project,
to catablish a compaterised low and AIDS data base, and
other projects.

Lex Whtson
Capvenor



MEDIA WORKING GROUP

Established in April 1087, the Media Working Group has
soen & period of evolution and s currently looking atb
propoands for change in the fortheoming year, The: aims
of the groups have been 1o -

I. Impeove the image of the AIDS Cowncll to the gay
and general community and assist alllliste groups,
whin requested, In the promodion of thelr work

2, ensure that the Councll madptaire a wndlled pablie
Image theough its medin and sdvertising

3, linisp with other working groups and affilintes In the
promention of ACON netivitbes

Imikindly, the major throst of the group was to
target the general medin, particularly mewspapers and
o be fmvalved in the production of press relesses
respanding Lo negative or misinformed reporting On &
weekly basks, the need to do this was high or low,
depending on the mood of the medis. Bow much of the
working group's activithes In this area hive boen
incorporated into the duily routing of Council's
Exseitive Dimctor.

In Seplember [B87, the Councll approved the
produsction of & bi-monthly membership newsletter to
keep Councll members betier informed of Council's
work and with AIDS izsues generally. Becase of
fMuctuations in membership of the working group and
the Councll's Increasing workload, only one lssue has
been published to date. The working group is currently
leaking at combining the newsletier concept with
Council's monthly information newsletier Frontiling,
with the object of producing one expanded information
souree [or Council members and the many other groups
and [ndidunls who receive Froniine

The peed for the media working group (o work
mare closely with thase involved in pubtishing Council
material has resalted in discussions to amalgamate the
Media Working Group with the Education Warking
Groap.

Phillip Black
Camvenar

SUINS mad Fosr Hothéa”, Procoond by AV
kwmmidmmm:“

MEDICAL/CLINICAL
WOREING GROUP

The Madical/Clinical Working Group was responsible for
s mimber of worthwhile achievements in the past year.
Thesn included =

L. Preparing the position paper on AZT for ACON,
sibasquently adopted by AFAQ, as their pesdtion paper.

2. Keeping the AGON committes informed of ressarch
and therapy developments related to HIV Infection and
associated opportunistic (inesses.

3. Negotbating with St. Vincent's and the NH&MED
about the conduct of the "High risk” AZT trial, These
resulted in fourteen changes to the

“Informed consent docomend™, most. Importantly, the
enmpdete remsovid of the “Liability-exelusion clnase”, o
gigmificant Ughtening of the confidentinlity provisions,
and guarantees W volunteers who progress to AIDS
while on the trial that they will be provided with AZT
therapy for the duration of the trial,

A, Attending NHEMRC research seminars (o reprosent
ACON and raise ACON's profile within the research
eomamunity.

f. Beginning the production of o series of *Facts
shestz” to give infected persons the hasic understanding
they need to maks informed decisions about their health
care, The first of these "AZT for Beginmers” has met with
Australis-wide demand and toples te follow are
*Deciding on experimental drug tharapies”,
*Interprotation of T-cell results”, “Avolding

ilinesses® and “Vaccinations and the HIV-infected®,

B Beginning negotiations with the Alblon 5t. Centre
regarding the small seale trinlling of possible antl-HIV
ngents whose potential has essantially been ipnorsd
becauss they are nol Anancially rewarding. Priorities
hers are ALT3] and Dextran sulphate,

V.  Providing a majer [npot into the ACON/AFAD
publication “Koow Your Healfth States . ., Advice for
poople who may be at risk of AIDS".

B, Providing medical’scjentifie information necpssary
to the deliberations of the HIV testing sub-committes.

B. Organising the June 1088 public meeting on "AIDS

[rverall | believe that in the past year wo havwe
mchboved o position of respect tn the medical/sclentific
community which will help to ensure that ACON'S
opinions and Infepests recelve the consideration they
deserve.

The working graup has not met formally since the
end of 1857, largely becanse of the difficulty of Anding
a mutunlly eorvenbent tme for the heavily committed
persons imalved, T have fried to get around this
difficulty by canvassing the issues individually with all
the persons concerned, but | acknowiedge that this
sysiem has serious shorteomings and | am committed bo
saping the group meet on a regular basia in the coming
year, if necessary by appointing another convenar. There
is much to be dane and 1 encourage any member who
thinks that thoir talents may be utilized by the working
group to contact the comvenor,

Ralf Petherbridge
Convenor
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SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH &
ETHICS WORKING GROUP

The Soclal Sclence Research and Ethics Working Groap

was established in October 1087 to increase the prafile

of ACON and its alliliates in all aspects of soclal

research. The Working Group saw two main alms -

o munitoring sackal retearch the Counetl was sked o
(rrovmate and panticipote in.

# participating in the development and implementation
of orial reseanth

The Working Gronp b= eellant on voluntsers wh
heve wn interest I research; both people participating
in research and those imvolved in conducting projects.

The Workiing Group advised on submissions t the
Commonwealth' AIDS Hesearch Grants Commiites, and
partivipated in discussicns with AIDS Counclls in sther
States in the formatian of their proposals,

Recognising (hat many students wnd stafl of
tertinry Irstitutions are developing an interest in ALDS,
the Warking Group will b+ preparing and circulating
puidelines 1o these bodies, These guidelines will provide
prospective researchers with limis and restrictions
which woald have to he met prior to the Coumell
supporting proposals, This initiative will increase the
Couneil's profile in research and will assisl [ settlng
officind standnrds to protect the rights of people affeeted
by the AIDS erisis.

Levinia Crooks
Camvenar

WELFARE WORKING GROUP

The Welfare Working Group has been in & resting meds
sines early 1B88. The Wetfare Services Manager has besn
intemsely involved with the formation of the CSN/ACON
Liaistn committes and other areas to do with support
sirvices for people living with AIDS,

The decision to reactivate the Welfare Warking
Garoupy has eoinchded with the departure fom ACON of
Terry Batterham, Wellare Services Manager. With the
imminent appolntment of & new Welfare Services
Manager It would seem advisable to walt for & brief
settling period, hefore embarking on mew formiats o
projects.

The ares of supporting people Iving with AIDS
and ensaring that & high quality of life i maintained i=
o vitally importand one. [sues such a8 lossdng, acces
to support services and sonial security ete. are complex
i urgent The Welfare Services Manager needs
practical support and input of information. | ses this as
baing the main role of the Welfue Working Oroap,

Anybody interested in providing this suppart ar
Raving lnpuot eould contact the Welfare Services
;}ﬂunm or mysell through the ACON offices at Sophin
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David Fdler
Convenor

HIV ANTIBODY TESTING
SUB-COMMITTEE

The purpess of this sub-committes is to develop palicy
on the often difficult and complex issue of HIV antihady
testing.

Council’s HIV Amtfbody Testlng Sub-commities
contimss to be the only sob-copmmittes of bix kind
operating in Australla. Memlsrabip of the sul-
committee is drawn from members and stafl of the
Couancil, with eutside experts frequently being lnvited 1o
Join the sub-committes when palicy is heing develaped
in & specific area, for example in the case af peophs
being cared for in psychiatric institutions.

The sub-committes works closely with other
Adistrallan AIDS Coancils and with the Australlan
Fedoration of AIDS Organisations {AFAD),

The major praject of the sub-commities during
FEH SRS was 1 he development of o Position Paper on HIV
Testing for the Australinn Federation of AIDS
Organksations, This comprehenshe document covers all
aapects of HIV Testing, including testing Esues affecting
Bealth care workors, prisonerd, Hife insurnes, pregnant
wainiin of women intending pregnancy, prostitutes, and
hapltal patients The Pasition Paper is the frst
docyment of s kind produced in Australia.

Because the testing issue (s ong of the most
complex in AIDS and more amd more (ssues ane
emerging, the sub-commlitee s currently working on a
second edithon of the Position Paper, which it intends to
eomplete by the end of [958,

The HIV Testing Sub-cammittes has alss revdewed
the AINS Couneil's General Polley on Andibody Testing,
This hass resulted in Council recognising that svailability
of anthiral treatments and prophylactic measeres are
additional anmments to be considered by peaple whin
deciding whether or nob to be (asted, or i lrequently
thay should monitor their health stadus if thiy have beon
tested already.

The sub-fommittes has recently produced &
pamphlot “Krow Yoor Health Status ., Advics for
people whi muy be at risk of AIDST, for the Australian
Federation of AINS Organisations. The pamphlst s
deshinind to forthir assist poople in moking an informed
deciaion aboul antlbedy beating sl monioring thelr
health stajus,

Bill Whittaker
Comvemer
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STAFF UNIT REPORTS

ADMINISTRATION UNIT

The Administration Unit provides the adminlstratbe and
Ananclal framework Lo allow the AIDS Council of NSW
to conduet its sethvities. 1Econsists of two full-tme siafl
- Administration Munager ind Adminkstration Asistant.

The overwhelming challenge for this Unlt during
Ehis year was grappling with the dramatic growth of the
AIDS Council. This ks evidenced by staff mumbers
inereasing from 9 to 15, income pearly trebling,
expenditare doubling, and the number of grants
quadrupling from 4 to 15, As well the Council opened &
branch In Newenstle. All of these developments
impacied significanily on the work of this Unit.

Consequenthy the rale of this Unit has bem to
inaire that the AIDS Council continues to operate
efficiently and effecthvely in o period of rapid expansion.
This has mesnt an ongolng review of administralive,
pirsonnel and financlal systems 4o they dasist rather
than hinder obtaiping organisational objectives,

Summary of Activities [n 198788

1. Financial: Significant changes were made do
improve the financial managament of the erganisation
with the overall goal of providing fnancial information
in m more effective and tmely manner, Firsthy
comversion took place from manual cash accounting to
a eamputerised system with full scerunl secounting The
gystem becomes fully operational with the |B88/ED
financial year. Now financial information can be easily
obtained to facilitate wffective budget and grant
munagemoent, amd aceuratn estimates of project eosts in
e submissions, The days of the guestimates are over
with foreeasting based on historical and industry data.

Secondly, the introduction of & purchase order
gystem saw the launch of a financial procedurea manual,
sections of which are belng progressively Implemented.
This will enable financial responsibilibies to be shored
by all Uplis partieularly these nourring expanditurs,
Training sessions will be instigated to Eumilinrise siaf
with procodures and gaidelines.

2. Personnel: Payroll system was automsted
docimating time taken i prepare wages, monthly PAYE
tax pavments and group certificaies. Detailed
munagrment mporting is provided on woge cosis,

Biall Flex system was revised [n keeping with
detual work practices, Attondancs records were
simplified sliminating duplication

Work will continge on a comprehensive roviow of
personnel policles and procedures ipcluding Lerms and
conditions, xlary scalés and other related issues. Of
same concern |8 that very few positions are linked to
Industry pwands.

8. Administrative: The most important (ssue here
was the incorperation of the Hunter Region Branch into
the existing administrative framework This appears to
havve worked successfully with the Sydney offlce
mnintainkng financial and personnel records om behall
of the Hunter Region Branch.

The Unit also directly provides resoarces Lo
weveral working groups and sub-commitiees motally the

Events Workdng Group. Consequently this Unit helped
arganise many af this group's projects particularly the
Candlelight Rally aod Safe Sex Ball

4. Yitnmin Bales: The Vitamin Service was set up in
1884 to supply vitamins, and mineral and herbal
supplements to people with HIV infection, selling them
il pear cosd price which is usually balf the normal retail
prica, The products are sald on the mecomimendation of
AIDS Practitioners Group, This |s an ad-hoe group which
meets monthly comprising of cepresentatives from
eopventiona and alternative medical Aelds

The Administration Unit ks responsible for the day
to day operation af the Vitumin Service through ordering
af supplins, handling sales and lalsing with the
practitioners. A small administrative loading is added w
the whalesale price do cover thess costs. Whilst the
financial statemsnts show & small operating surplos of
approxmately 2%, this hardly covers the sdministrative
overheads borme by the AIDS Council.

5. Consultancy to other Organlsations: The AIDS
Counell of KEW has provided censultaney in
ndminbtrative and financial spstems fo other AIDS
Councls throughout Australin xs well as to other
eommisnity onganlsations within Sydnes.

Conclusion

The workload of this Unlt will continue to Increase as
the Councll expands, However the changes made this
year will allow the anit to improve [ productiity and
thus keep administrative overbeads in control. In
conclusion, thanks to all the members and voluntsens
who assisted in some of the more routine clerical tasks.
A special thanks must also go to Narman Boyle for his
help In ereating the Unii

Kevin Golding
Administration Mansger

EDUCATION UNIT

The Councl] maintalned and expanded ita vigorows safe
sy and support programs directed at the gay and
general community through 1987/88, Dur programs
continie to be sex-positive and gay-positive: geiding our
programs is the prineiple of eatablishing sofe sex as the
commnity standard,

Ongoliny insdicators - ano-reetal goncrrhoea rates,
repartod HIV-infeetion cases, and data from oo
ivalantinn reséanch = strongly sugest our progrms e
heading in a suceessfitl direction, It was plessing to ses
recomimendations st both the Stockholm and Boston
international Alds conferences that commimnity
programs move sway from “personalizing the epidemic
individunlly” to emphasising the bullding and
maintenance of safe sex as the community norm,
inclading strengthening of indhvidenls’ connections to
the gay communlty and thelr sell-ssteem In belng guy.

Our edocation programs are planned and
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roviewed by the Eduention Working Group (see separate
miport §, fvabvimg both woluptenrs and staff. Frograms
nre developed by working parties and resourced by stall
from the Education Unit. Exparsion of the Unit staff -
Mleholas van Sehabwyk a8 Telephone Counsellor md,
[ate In the yepr, GeolTrey Fyth a3 Youlh Peer Education
Dfficer and Michael Lockhant as Rural Eduestion Officer
- has made some expansion of programs possible, The
Uit remains grossly understafod st clerieal levels,

Bafe Sex Summer Campaign

The mast innevative praject of the Council was the
planning, development and fmplemantation of the Safe
Sex Summer Campalgn over the 1987/88 summer period.
Primarily the copcegtion of (then) Edueation (fficer
Hass Thuffin, ihe integrated campalgn used nine different
elements (from posters w Masdi Gras foats (o video
fds) in acomprehensive Alds awareness campalgn over
the potentindly higher risk summér perfod, nddressing in
particular, sex and the cse of deshol and recreational
drugs and sex within relationships.

A thorough evaluation commissioned by the
Courgl] from Answers Action Research Limiiad, proved
the suceess of this campakgn, and It will provide a model
for future educatian Conalderable interest in
this program model has been expressed by oversens
organizaticns.

Community (utreach Progrums

While the Safe Sex Summer campaign was our major
high-profile project in the gay community, we have been
able fo develop & series of more specialized programa.

Gay venue staff: sex venue stbendants, bar stafT
and enlerialvers, ars in o polentindly key position to
Initiate and relnforce messages aboot HIV transmizsion
and safe se The Unlt organized a successfol seminar
for this group In September: the informagion exchanged
hath wass made this a particalardy valuable exerciss,

The Unit has maintained contact with all venues,
with regular updating of our sducatbonal materials
dispenser rucks, posters, and Frontling,

Spectalized workshops have alsa been held with
L deal gay community, i association with the Waratah
Deaf Assaciation, avd & pllot workshop with non-English
background gay men and their partners, in sssociation
with the Gay & Leshian Immigration Task Fores.

In Jume 1088 the Councll recelved hinding for two
programs through the NACAIDS funded AFAD Education
Program. The appolntment of Michas] Lockhart as Rural
Education (fMcer will allow us to develop the Amt
systemaiic Alds prevention programs culskde
metropolitan Sydney and Mewenstle,

Geoffrey Fysh's appointment as Youth Peer
Eduwcation (Mlicer is wllowing us to develop an effective
peer support program for gay men. One peer edication
officer for a gay population the size of Sydroy necessarily
medns concentrating on partieular growps, and the
Council resolved the position should concentrate on
Iigher risk youth in the first instance,

The Education Unit hos also assisted with the
planning, presentation and resourcing of the CSN/ACON
Volunieer evenings, held monthly sines May.

Pubiic Meetings

The Coumcil continues its seres of public forums on
current issues. Through the vear four well-attended
mitetings wers hald: AZT and the Sydnay Aids
Prospective Study (Dr D, Cooper and BErett Tindall} in
Dedober, Boclal Aspects of the Prevention of Alds

(ACOMMasquarie) Hesearch Project and the
Walongong Alds Research Project (L. Crooks) in
Febranry; AIDS Drag Triads (D Cooper, R Elichen,
J. Gold) in June; and Michael Callen (PWA Coalltion,
New York) in August

Infarmation Materials ProductionTHstribotion

Thet Counct] has continied & comprehenshve information
midarinls prodoction program. Safe Sex Summer
campuign slements ineluded o pester, pamphlst,
condom malch-covers, T-shirts amd Healthy Gift
amvelopes.

Diher posters prodduced: Love Him Safely | .
Everytime, addressing sex within relationships, using
non-Anglo fmmges in an erotic sstting, and Even
Dickheads Flay It Safe, a humorous sondom promotion
poeter, proving very popular amang both gay and non-gay
organizations, You'll Never Forget the Feeling of &afe
Sext wns reprinted in view of continued demand, now
primarily from cuiside the gay community,

(Jther print resources Inelsded How o Use
Condoms wallet-sized cards, Safe Sox Safety Pin Symbal
cards and pins, & Healthy Lifesiyles leaflpt, and a Safe
Sex Alwnys beat and venue fuarescent sticker. A reprint
run of 100,000 of sur Safe Sex & Aids pamphlet is now
nearing exhaustian,

Thee Edwscation Unit assisted the Clinical Workdng
Groop n the prodoction and distribation of AZT For
Beglnners, the first of o planned series of broadsheets
on Alds breatments and drug trials

Thiz Unét i3 ilso organlzing distribution of Alds and
Your Btights, produced by the ACONAFAD Legal projecl

Frantline, our pewsletier and bar Oyer has been
produced regularly through the year (5000 cophes per
fsmue), with an expunding distribution |k, particularly
among health agenoies, for which it provides quick
aceess to Alds mews and information materials
avablability,

This Couneil continues o expand its distribution
of materials produssd by other Alds Counedls and health
agrncics to & wide rngo of people amd agencies
requesting Information. These materials include Women
& Alds poster and pamphlet {(from ACEA], materials for
the hearing-impaired {Irom VAC), various [V-wer
materials (CEIDA and athers], and genaral Alds
muderials from government depariments. [n addition to
print materials the Coancll provides speakers to
mqlmn]ﬂngﬂ:pnintbuu [ses ceparals Speakers Bureay
repart].

Condam Promotion

The vigorous enndom promotion program has been
maintained, particalarly through the efforts of the Safa
Bex Shuls (see aeparate roport). All major gay
community paribes have hod o highly visible safe sex
reminder with condom avilshility, Over 50,000
condoms, all with nstroctions en proper use, wers
distributed through the year.

Program Planning

In Detober 1887, RACAIDS sponsored a natlamal
workshop on msearch and education for gay wnd
hisomal men's preventhon edueation programs. Tha
outcome, & sulle of nive programs making up a
comprehenshen national preventive program for HIV
transmission among gay and bisexual men, is a world
leader, and lad to an invitation o present & paper at the
Intormational Aids Conference in Stockholm,

AL hosted the second and thind days of this



warkshop, and a large part of its success was due o the
intensive pre-planning by Ross Duffin and Broes Parnell
{VAC), and post-workshop compilation by Don Baxter,
The two new posltons deacribied earllor are fanded
directly from this workahop's recommendaiions,

Following (his model, ACON hedd a successful
siate-based workshop in December, described i the
Education Working Group ropart.

Govermment Liaison

Cansiderahle energy and resonrees are devated ta pollcy
planning and advice with governmient agencies. The
Education DMeer represents AGON on the Stabe Alds
Education Sub-committes of the Ministerial Advisory
Commmittes, and Don Baxter is & member of the
Australian Natlonal Council on Alds and on Hs
Education Commbttes, the Gay and Bismunl Warking
Group of which he is the Convencr.

With Alds bssues arising bn many sectoms of seclety,
the Council is frequently asked o advise and assist with
polley planning for an ever wider range of arganizations.

Non Baxter
Edacatlon Programs Manager

TELEPHONE COUNSELLING &
INFORMATION SERVICE

ACON was provided with funding for a telephone
counselling servdes during the National AIDS Education
conducted in the frst half of 1087,

With the explration of Commaonweslth funding for
the telephone counselling service, the vokime of
rowpuesta for information and counselling did not, as
expected, significantly decrease as the inltia Impact of
thie Mutlonal AIDS Bducstion Campalgn dlssipated,

Instead we experenced contineed media
coverage of AIDE wnd this, together with increased
education programs by the Commonwealth, State and
community organizations, ensured o consistent demand
for AIDS information and professional i=lephane
counseliing, particalarly during office houars.
Carsequently, ACON was succesaful in obtaining Siate
Government fanding for & full-time Telephone
CosnsellonCo-ordinator in late 1687,

Telephone calls requesting information and
caunselling recoived during 195753 Indicate a changing
profile of people using the service, Hederosexoal men
and wamen, requesting informatian on & very wide range
of nspects relating to HIV indection, now represent the
largest groop of callers. Telephome information = usually
fodlerwed op with malled sducationu] madsrial,

Calls from gay mon indicate an inoreasing demand
for information about support nedworks, freaiment
alternatives and other information relating to HIV
infection. This impiies the assimilation of primary AIDS
educational material by this segment of the popalation
god & mew focus on iving with HIV infection,

Volumtesrs remalin crucial to the efMicient ninning
of the ACON counselling and Information serdce. A
wilantesr mater of (elephore operators B currently in
place, These operalors do not counssl, yol are trained o
pravide basle information to callers, with detaibed
counselling belng provided by professional stall In the
ACON Edueathon Unlt.

Nicholas van Schabwyk
Comsellor/Co-onlinator

WELFARE SERVICES UNIT

The AIDS Councils Welfare Unit conskits of three staff.
Two saflf work specifically to expand and maintain the
Community Support Netwark, which provides kome
caring for people with AIDS, with the Welfare Services
Mannger managing the welfare unit staff, developing and
co-tirdinating Council polley an weifars |[ssues ami
providing counselling and referral for people affected
boy AIDS.

The Woklfare: Unit, the Communlty Suppart
Network and the C3NACON Liaison Committes have
worked hard to [mprove welfaresupport servies dollvery
gver the test 1 months. The CENAACON Linisan
Committes is working well thanks to contributions from
its members and specifically from Judith Rosonakis, of
the Haemophilia Centre, snd Gabrielle Messenger, AIDS
Commiunlty Nurse with the Maroubra Commindty
Health Centre.

Thare have bean 5 CSN Training Conries during
the paat 12 montha. Howover, siner April this year we
have been running monthly courses. One of those jusd
completed was at Westmead Hozpital bn Sydney's
western suburbs, The CEN service ks working well;
Pervnver wee still have soms problems abtaining safficem
corers for duy shifts and more work will need to be Jone
to correct this sitoation in the next few manths,

Thire have besn considerabls pressures during
the paat 12 mapths In forming o Welfare Service Unft of
the Council and in creating an effective role for the new
position of Welfare Services Manager, | have been alle
to estahlish excellent networks with professionals and
palicy makers in the fiold. 1 hove been ahle to ropresent
the Council’s interests aml concoms on & membsr of
AIDS committees and tn the State and Cammonvamslih
Government. It is pleasing to report that, particulardy
during the past 13 months, ACON has become respectad
and meknowledged in the wellare feld.

ACON has been spccesafil in having o camofings
make-up service for people with Kapoals Sarcoma
opemate from Waverley Communkty Health Centre, with
the assistance of the Ked Cross.

Unfortunately we are still In a siteation whiere
there are no nuriing homes who will secept referml of
a PWA. However, there are a rumber of nuesing homes
close to offering their Bicillties. Pressure must be
makntained in this area. so that this feility can be
otilised by people infactad with HIV.

ACON has been following a philosophy of not
necessnrily ereating new services, where possilde, bat
raiher attempling o have éxlsting welfare senvices
expand and extend thelr serdees to people with HIV. Wa
believe (hat general health and weliare agencies should
offer thelr services o those infected with HIV and,

where relevant, compliment any pew community based
sarvioes for HIV Infected people.

Terry Batterham
Wellare Services Manager
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ADDITIONAL REPORTS

ACON/MACQUARIE
RESEARCH PROJECT

The Social Aspects of the Prevention of AIDS Project
began in early 1086 with funds initiafly frem the
Commoensealih Depariment of Health and later from ihe
NSW State Department of Health, The project has 2
parts: Study A; & cross-sectional survey of 5356 gy and
hisexual mon; and Study B, an in-depth study of the
sexual and social dimensions of gay and bisexual men's
responses {0 AIDS and K impact on their 2exual lives,
The Study A supvey, co-ordinated by Higmor Borg, vws
carried out from September 1086 until March 1857 bya
beam of 30 interviewers. Yolunieers were recralied, by
variows means, from Sydney, Wollangong, the Blue
Moumntains, Canberra, and the Bathurst-Orange and
Morthern Rivers regions

Analyzis of the sirvey duts begar In May 1987 and
B siill underway, An early paper was presented ol the
Public Health Associotion of Australis and New Zeapland
Conference at Svdney Unheersity in Auguest 1937, and
working papers o0 sectlons of the analysis wee
presented at the NACAIDS Semimar an AIDS and Gay
und Blsexual Men, held a1 the Bebvoir Street Theatre in
Sydney, and at an Alblon Strest Clinie Epldemiclogy
seminar, both [n late 1987, A further presentation, a
the YWOA during the Gay Murdl Gras Festival in
February B85, provided the first opportanity for the
project team o repont hack to the Sydney gay community
and the volantesrs who ook part in the surey

In addition to the first paper on preliminury data,
3 reports have been published by the projest o far.
These are:

Repart Mo, | = Method and Sample;

Report No. 3 = [nfirmudion Absot AIDS: The

seeuracy of knowdedge possessed By gy and

Isexznl men;

Report No. 3 - Facing the Eplgemie: Charges in

the sexual and social jves of gay and bisexual men

in response o the ANKS crisis, and their

farplications for AIDS prevention siralegies

These reparts were relessad by Macquarie
University's Vice-Chancellor, Professar D Yerbury, at
ACON, In early July this vear. Perhaps the mosi
imporiant feature of the reports |s thak they provide
solld statistical evidence of the success of ACONS
stratigles In educating gay and blseunl mon about ALS
angd safe sex, while polnting o areas of difficulty for
soeng groups of man [n deallng with AIDS, abd to the
need for more specifie, aafesex sducathon, Parther
repurts in progress lock at the nature and extent of
seounl practices among gay and bisexual men, the
meaning of ‘gay community’ and ‘guy identity’, the
importance of HiV-antibody testing, condom usige snd
proflems, bisexmal men's sexual practices with women,
and drug use.

SAPA Study B commenced planning in August
1047, after [ssues for investization began emarging from
the Stody A analysis, sod started ia field work just
helore Christmas, Participants have been drawn from
tha B8X of Study A veluntsers who agreed (o take puri

in Study B, 30 men will sventually be chesen for teese
intensive, sudio-reconded mierviows, AL June 30th 1088,
interviews with 7 men amd initial apabeais of 4 has been
complebed. Written éase studies {abeut 10,000 words in
lenigih) have been analysed by the project group, sed
further volunteers are currently being selocted, bused
on the new directions emenging from those discossions,
A working paper on safe-sex rule information and
breakage, Intended for distribution to AIDS-education
workers, s [n preparation. AL this stage we emvizage that
the interviews and thelr transcription and 60% of the
s vty wiork will be completed by January 1088, The
project expects (o complete the sories of working papers
for widler distribution and a Miral report by Augest 1830,

The steering commities would like to nole
partioniarty the contribaution of Jane Crasfond (comsilting
sintisticlun) fram Macguarie University, Glenn Bond
{Study B ressarch assistant), Vikdd Sinoott (Study A
eniipuiing resenrch assiiant) and thunk the staff of
ACON for their ever-helpfol assistance during the s
year, Coples of the reporis of the project are available
from the ACON m=auree eollection.

Gary Dowseit
Fraject Co-ordinator




COMMUNITY SUPPORT
NETWORK INC

The Community Support Network his Rad an axtremely
bausy year providing voluniary care for people with AIDS
In thedr homes.

Nat only have we experonced an ncrease in the
number of elients to be cared far, but we hav also
formed & closer working arrangement with the AIDS
Couneil of N5W.

& CENACON Lialson Commitien was formed in
Decembeer 1987 (o manage the C3N home caring service
anid to plan the expansion of the service as our State
caseload rises.

The CSNACON Lixtson Committeo has addressed
many outstanding problems and has reviewed all aspecis
of the (SN service, Consequently, we have seen an
increase in the membership of TSN, a8 well a helng able
to eare for many mare clients.

CSN carod for 78 clients during 1987/88, with a
tolal of 284 shills undertaken by our carers, This
averages out ol B2 shifts per woek, with the total mumbser
ﬁ;ﬁ? of earing provided by CSN being 15,096 during

Al the peesnt Kathional AIDS Conferanes in
Hiohart, it was pleasing to note that CEN provided
eonadderably more volunteer care for people with AIDS
than any other similar organisation in Australin
Further, It was svident that TSN is providing a very high
standard of care,

Dur success is due (o the work of everyons, from
commities members thimugh io our earers past and
present This B an achievement we can all foel proud of.

[ hope that the CINACON integration agreement
eontinuees, a5 it has shown that we can and must work
together to provide the best levels of care for people
with AIDS,

The commities wishes to thank all our carers for
thetr dedication and love gihven to &l cur elizads during
1857/85.

Grasme Flavel
CSN Chindrman

HUNTER REGION BRANCH

The Hunter Region Branch of ACON was established
with s grant of 848900 under the Commaonwealth
Government’s AIDS Program.

“The aims and objectives of the Branch are to
eatahlish and provide -

1} on easily sceesallde and relathvely snonymous point
for AIDS education and Information In the
Hunter Region;

2) & more acceplable non-nstiutional setting for
counselling: and

3) & link between consumer and health servdces.

The Beranch's Hesource Centre at 70 Maftiand
Bosd, Islington, Neweastle |s operated by the Branch
Monsgement Committes, which inclodes members of the
Royal MNeweastle Hospital and the local gay support group.

The Centre is siaffed by one full-time Co-ordinator
{Mr= Yvorme Googh). The Co-ordinntor began wark at
the Centre on 6 June, 1888, and the Centre bocame fiully
sperational on 1 July, when it was officially opaned by
Mr Allan Morris, MP. The opening ceremaony was
ptiended by representatives from the local council,
church representatives, members of the gy community,
and representatives from the Royal Newcastle Hospial,
University of Newcastbe and the Spdney offiee of the
AIDS Counell of KSW

A face to [sce counselling service is provided from
the Branch by the AIDS Counsellor from the Royal
Meweaslle Hospital (Mra Ann Bissett), as well s
telephone eounselling and safer sex sducation.

& recrultment drive for volunteers has begun
iising the "community noficeboand™ on local mdio and
television, the Universty of Newcastls (OPUS
Magazine), Hunter Institute of Higher Education. local
comimunity cemtres-and local community groups.

Three genernl mestings have been held recently.
The first was for Community Support Network trained
voluntesrs. The second for people who have compleled
The “make laday count™ course (a pallintive care course),
The third genaral meoting was held af the Newcssils
Family Flanning Centre,

Evervone attending these meetings vwas supplied
with an information package which included two
nuestionniires developed o1 the Brmnch Resauren
Contre. These questionnaires enable the Branch
Committee to determine people’s level of
about AIDS as woll as asslsting the Branch with
screening intending volunisers.

1t is envisaged that volunteers will be available to
niaist al the Centre during evenings. This will extend
the aperating hours of the Centre, as well as providing
services when the Co-ordinator is unavallable.

Thie Centre intends to provide ATDS education amd
informathon Lo the wider community. We are alsa
planning AINS education packages for employers,
emiployess, teachers and schoola,

An HIV antibody testing sepdes, for thoss who
wish to be tested, s planned to be peovided at the Centre
in ithe future, This serviee will erable clienis to have
antibody tesis with the ulmost eonfidentlality, as no
s will be given to laboratores adertaking the tests

Yvouns Gough
Co-ordinator
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FINANCIAL REPORTS

FINANCE SUB-COMMITTEE

The role of the Finance Sub-commities s 1o examine
Council's financial systems and procedures, (o
mecommend improvements and (o advise the ACON
Committee of Council on all matters relating to the
finances of the organbation.

The Finance Sub-commiites has had & busy year,
resulting in a number of significant improvements to the
administration of Cooncil’s finances. These jnehsds:

# Ontaining sales tax exemption and obtaining tax
deductibility for donations above §2.

o Purchased an aecounting software package and
computerised the ACON aceounts, incloding the
development af 3 chart of secoiints,

# Established credit cand facilities for membership fees,
donations and sales from the vicamin service,

» Introduced new systema for authorising the parchase
af goods and services, a5 pant of the development of
i Financial Procadurss Mangsl

® Created & formal process for the snnual restew of
salaries for all ACON staff, when appropriste.

The conversion from manual cash accounting loa
system of acerual accounting has created an
extracrdinary surplus of $108 983 (refer firancial
statements), due to the necessity of showing all ineome
received and earmed during 1987/88. This has meant that
 State Governmont Grant payment of $78,300 for the
final quarter of 195657 has been included in the 1937/83
financial year,

Eevin Golding
Comvennr

AIDS Council of New South Wales Inc.

NOTES TO AND FORMING PART OF THE ACCOUNTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30TH JUNE 1988

RUTE 1: STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTING POLICIES

The aceounts have besn prepared in sooordance with the
sceounting standands |oued by tee Ausirallan Accousting
bl e el el by e Btbeesiame el i of e Coampasles
[H5W.) Code, with the exteptions whers pofed

(a) PBmsis of Preparation
The scovuris heve been propared on an acerual hasis
wnd o the basis of Bistorical costs and do nod take imio
account changing money values or, except where stated,
curremt valuations of non-currenl assela. The accounling

licies have been consistently apglied, anless othenwiss
stided

(b Depreclatioe

Depreciation b caboulaied on & stralghi bne hasis 55 s
ta write off Lhe req cost of sach deprociable nan-carreng
sesal mvet B8 expictied usefid life

() Ficed Agsots:

Fiurd assers are included ar eost or at indegendent
valuation and are depeec iied ceer the estimated useful

lives commenclag from the Ume the assed |5 beld ready
{or s,
(] Laomsed Asseis

et pewent mewquibnesd o lease s heen included as part
of e gmants 5l s full cos valie and o dopreciaged
inver Bl [ife ol the leass on i stralgil basls

NOTE 2: LEASE LIABILITY

(a} The lensr lshility comprises the acquistiion of Kank
Xemox phofocopier and Commander telephone sisirm

¥} Lease Commiteents:

] 18857

. Mot laier than une yeap aMl2 AL
2 later than sne year and nof

later than two yoan 6R]12 000

B0 624 TR L

AUDITOR'S REPORT TO THE MEMBERS OF
THE AIDS Council of New South Wales Inc.

[ have adited the [ncome ars] Expendiiare Statement and
Balange Sheet of the AIDS Courcil of New South Walkes Inc.
fior the year enaded J0th Jupe 1HEH,

Im my opdnken the scecants of the ADS Couneil of New Sauth
Wales [nc. are properly drawn ap 0 as to ghve o true and fair
it ol Lhe stale of affaire of the AIDS Councll of Mew South
Wales Ene. s ot 30ch Jupee 10RH and of the pesalts of Chal
orgardsation for the year ended on (ke date. The accounting
reciiris al the organisstion hoe been kept in aecordan e with
the provisions of the Associations Incarporation Aet

Level |, 125 York Street, Sydney, ,,ﬁ;
Dated: 26th Avgst t88 _* !
Robert E Corthen AASA, CTA, FCIS

wumd. tiender the {'.-mupmlﬂ
Cade,
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266726
178849
119
18538
13663
taei2
3735

338383

1728
818
905

1005

1778
100

2671

ATEd

1431
20
22979

4128

JE161

12780
315

15294
144592

347263
${8880)

INCOME:

Granls Recoived — Stata
Grans Recedvad — Commomaealth

Intarest Received

SBales of Vitaming — Gross Procaads
Fundraising Events

Ciher Income

Total Income

EXPENDITURE:

Bank Charges

Board & Council Expenses
Building Security

Casual Ralial Sial
Cleaning & Garbage
Commissions on Salas
Computer Supphes
Conlerences & Courses
Courer Cosls

Depraciation & Amortization Costs
Educational Malerials
Electricity

Facsimile Services
Fundraising Costs

General Expenses

Incidental Purchases
Insurance

Interast Paid

Leasing

Losses on Disposal of Assals
Maintenance & Repairs
Postage

Postars

Printing & Slationary
Programmes & Sanvices
Publicity & Promotion

Radic Pages

Recruitment Cosls

Ranit

Stall Development & Training
Telephone

Travel Expanses

Sarvices to Other Drganisations
Purchases - Vilamins
Wages

To'tal Expendifura

Excess of Income over Expenditure

AIDS Council of New South Wales Inc. (ACON)
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE STATEMENT
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30th June 1988

Year io Data

552550
57982
3150
4855
10706
B7FOTE
25470
13809

1367
3704
1325
5075

25
1783
14490
2ra7

JE548
17457

763
18418
4512
1471

314
1243

&7z
10923
12514
10096

32451
41503
100

&331
4785

286053

g

735598

5107302
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1887

226186
-BE80

217308

27247
0

3040
81949
968
0
1154
0

124618

26847
7309

19538
20135
2835

17296

T5aa1
-15176

60705

Q7538
222157

251
400

4851

2217306
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AIDS Council of New South Wales Inc. (ACON)

BALANCE SHEET AS 30th June 1988

Accumulated Funds

Accumulated Funds B/Forward
Surplus (Deficit) for Penod
Pricr Year Adjustments

Accumuialed Funds C/Forwand

Represented by:
Current Assels

Cash at Bank

Hunier Region Imprest
Cash Floals
Investment Accounts
Accounts Receivable
Deposits — LHilities
Invenicry = Vitamins
Frepaid Expanses

Total Cument Assets

Mon Current Assets
Fixed Assats

Fumiture and Filtings
Less Accumudated Depraciation

Difice Equipment
Less Accumulated Deprociation

Library
Leasehold Improvemenis
Less Accumulated Amoriksation

Equipment Lease — at Cost
Less Accumulated Deprecialion

Total Nor-Current Assets
Total Asspis

Current Liabilities

Accrued Expensas
Trade Creditors
Leasa Liability

Gramts in Advance
Total Current Liabiliies

Non-Current Liabilitles
Loase Liability

MNeot Assats

217306
107302
1116

12089
610
1100
A6RET2
10820
106
4085
130

25813
10221

28552
13940

B2as52
32946

21507

11382
10647
LR12
147460

Year o Dale
]

15482

14612
2747

17873

325724

390097

107630
BOE72T

1751

sa1z2
5325724
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NOTES

[iesign & Layowi: John

Priniing

gty
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