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AIDS Council Of NSW

» ACON’S MISSION ~

ACON'S purdese 15 10 bring the A0S 2hsis e an

gnd. W slne Lo g0 thes gy _

v bulding cathe respense of the gay community;

v gmpewenng 3l afectad by Ikr epidemic; !

» ald achieving self-detem naticn or people
walh HIVAIOS

We wou ok primnarihy with gay mar, snd we are oom-
mitiad 3 20 Lo working with gther peopls and com-
muribes directly afectes By the epedemic n Mow
Eoall: Waies.

Coaore valuas

Soctal Juskice

Faramaont & theewnek of ACCOMN 5 1he bela' e e nghts
ol gocial jughica for a | peaple irclpgiog these living with
HrmIbs ACON bel eves that health is 2 fundamensal
Furuer e and (st pecplo atocted Dy YIWYAIOS P aue
the fght anr e Aoty o pertcipate, Both as indiv duals
aried colleetively, inoche planning ang deliveny s hoir
haalth cars,

e FIIVAATDYS epredeinte i speciol
ACOM Ealievas the the EIVRIDS epidar iz - ang will
FRITIELI - SEasial,

THug Erigas ram & Wmgue Sanlluenca of [Ackers, namely

« Lrgasmsiion o The vimns inyglues sed drogs and
londs 1550285 SOCiely & anly Slowly €areng w daal
willl vuedly and calmly

" the sociofal gro.ns mastatngk o gay mon, mechng
drug csers and sex workers arc tradiional y wary of
goveinment ar<d the healik system. and sebjes o
|'_|m|u|1|m |'_I!|| hgtn scszal inahihdans & I':-'!,-' thcsd rfoals

= Ll st peat oeure 21 e virgs -1l s cem -
ety and the persen ndecfed Always enans I
facticus, ver [ransomission 5 sagly prevantable as
Ieng Az e cophizenge aod U coccaradio ] Lhose
infertnn and reosl a1 nsk s e,

Thi= maar:s 1hal 'he apidecnic reguires nnevabve, cral-
lerging. semoimes aLdIsicLs essonsa s faom qovem-
ment, &nd brern e hoaith sestonm,

Cwwunnaity Mobtlizarinn

ACON ongnaied ir the gay commen v i Syainey, and
i5 i dsal' fme pricary exorasson ol the carmamlys
esansa [ e esdemo.

ACOM va ugs s wngims and seuks @ premota and im-
plrmnt corrmJnidy davelaames Slralégies which initi-
. nu-lure encourage and lacditate commenity meti-
salxr, beliwriy these B be the enly effective rasponsas
W e &pide Wt i tRE G rum.

Major areas of work

S0tEs a achiave our Misson ACCH nihales, corcucts
A suppunds aoraesge of uclonlnes m dour maor sreas
AcInacy and poogy, eaLeanon, HIY sapeet 2nd cang,
And human and paysca esowces Cepenorce has
aughl us thieet, rather Wan oo discrtde areas of worn,
“hase are arads vhmaitly irked. A affaclive resporse
P S ep derid radquires 84 moeh & "ocus on this
g ki as on wark in a pardic Jlar aeea.

Advircaey arrd gelicy

ACORN nas 3 key ressndily ity ndevelipng aro advo-
Lihing eMective HWAILE oolizy. We war< in 2l arerg of
MIREAIDE policy including pelicy ssoes and advacany
wiiR Qoveraeredl, the Reallh Syslarm, Tha camminity
aaeier and warkplacas, We prooita advocaey ory oehd f
of indlvidaals liv g with HWGAIDS an g wide range of
HEL LS.

Ednecatian

Wik carLul 4 wida range af edodaition pregrams, o-
cosing chielly cn people livieg with W ane gay znd
visgsual e, Theso arg amed 8% amprov g heslih
mariananie ararg pedpla ving with HIY angd 3! pro-
moing sale sex ard salp nepcle use. A diverse rans:
ol sl talegqes and lehrigaie s is used, NG uGing commigd-
ruly' ki EaLen, avlreach, paer adycal onapproaches.
secdi adrkeling ard m'ornations provision.

IV suppor! and care

ACCGN uses a4 rarge ol siraleq /85 10 promole empowa i
ri] @ peazle welh HIWAAIDS, Th s inclades coimmig-
rily wdbalisahor and group seppod stralegies as well
s APy prowdon af o rarge of Serices promsiing 1ng-
pondenes and impréad Jualily o' de fer people Iving
wilh HMPSAIDS. Counsel ing, pess saaporl, reatmens
il natianl, aeme Gare, fousng assistance, egal aa-
wiid, [ranspor, vilormon ard oo suspleTaRn! provis on
and sgneices releral ara redjar eléments inshe iange ¢
services oflerad.

flinen ard piryyecal resonres

Wi work 1o dovelop ang imprave salls g bode wglir-
Tears acd employveds in Lhéir soetribution 1o aghigeing
our Missian, This iqcluges daveloping and mainainmg
an cthz el apd cllect we orgarviaticn which a sa bos-
{ers and promedes 1he panticpation and veirk of peopla
Tram alesled cariman 'es.

— . AT Arirdial FHapaort = pagge 2 . el




Background

The AilxE Gourcil of Mow Scuth \Wales (ACOMN), is a
commymly-baged organesallon funded by e N3W and
Lommranieilll Governmint wnd o Avslralia's lamest
AIDS organizatlen.

Formation and
membershap

ACOM was iommed n 1383 4l a pubibe meeting organ
ized by memzers o Sydney's gay comanenily 10 dig-
Cuss dpproprinie ways of reepandng 1a HIWAIDS in
MEW. Tre meeting suzsacuenily resoavad o lzrm iko
ARG Courdil. adop & consliluien and elect & Commit-
&g ta rmanage 1ne afairs of ine Councl.

AGOMN represents and gprowvides servizes for all peoole
allegied by A0S in MSYY

ACTM has orancnas based in the Hunler §Mowezstiag,
the Blid-manh Goast (Gofls Harbowr], tha Modharn Rive
s regian [Lsmrane) and Miawarsa (Welangzng), .t aas
di:on, A Wesein Sydnay afise of ACCH gparales in
Paramalia

A nuTder of comeaurnity arga nisations are closohy aflbe.
ated with ACCMN, inc udineg e Corwiunisy Saopar Mats
war [CEM). whicn provides valumear home cpro and
suppartfor poaple witn & DS, amd the Boaby Gokdsm k
Foundation, 8 chartasle crganisatisn which pripvadaes
firanzial 255iStRNce tr pRopo Wi AIDS,

Management

ACOM iz incarporaied acdor 1w MEW Associstions -
carparaben Ac ard ks a delaled canshitut'on e a
TRFRParan] Ela W arsure elicienl Jsg ol resaugses,
chear lines ol communssanan and efective partcipation
of vehintaers,

ACCHS I3 geeerned By an clecled honarary coeimittes
¢ 12 persons. which determines ACON's Stratig o
remhang, POy and accepds firaacial agaoontab by,

Committes of Coundil NASs & NUMERT Of woMng GreLps
ard sLlESmmeiees 19 ddvize it and 10 dovelsp palicy.
hiw-nuersheg af warking groups and sube cammillees is
QRO A0 aryans willing w9 poniieo.

The siaf of ACOM carny cld day to-day adrinisieatian

and i plement paticy e meat the 5 ssar and Sirateqic
F.an eglaglsked by she orgamisal o,

AT Avrunl Fagort » pravpye 2

Slafl a'sp manage the operalion of SSM, with |k Ex-
ecutive Director of ACOM al=o Acticg a5 the Exatufive
Diractor af 3Rk

Stuff
ACOMN Faz owar 78 ull-lime statt and a aumber of gthor
saf ereploped o lixeo e prgects.

Sk inthe Sydnay office are grouped ints managemeed
urits - MIV Stralegy and Suppod Usi; Care, Heemirg
ar:dl Trangpad Lnit; Ciient Servee and Information Unt:
Poloy antd Women's Unil; Sydnay Gay Educaficn Unt;
Pear Ediucation Uni; ard Crigasatiang! Sonneos Uil
Thie stath are respensiols theough Unit Managers b the
kracabye Dieactor ard Oepaly Diracdar, whe 2o o by
G3ponsilie Lo the Cammilies ol Saencil dor all aspaas
o i Gryan saben's coaratian.

Volunteer participation

ALON and ils afliized eansations raly B grest seal
ap bhe nvolve ment of valurdeers., Ye agtealy ancous.
g 12 imvolvement of our membership and @ som-
PRUSTY it our activities, sarticulady inonome care and
paricipation inowotking geowps.

Conclusion

ACCN's plikasuphy is ' wark efasely with tha State ard
Commanaalth Governruanls ane wih ather drga-iisa-
Niens nine WIVAADS ama. T Courcil and ds athh-
ated argenahors provide a very eflective moogl ol
CRAETISN COMmMmuAily invalaserd in -espandng e A0S
i S5

= In Memaoariam »

Tha Commiltes, Sral, Yoiuateers and Manage-
rrent ot ACON wish 1o dedleaté this Annual re-
part and ke wack il reprasants o the memcry
of thoss AIDS Council Slall, Yelunteers and
Lemmitlee members whe have laat thelr Hves
a5 a resull ol AIDE over tha couraa of the lasl
12 reeariibis.




PRESIDENT’S REPORT

1054-55 kps boen a yea- ol change and corsclidanon
for ACOM, Polibcpl, st-aleqic and physical develazmenls
keptine organisalian sy ang were gt times prsetling.
Heweavar, 1ne cunepl auleomes ard achoeomponis of he
year haug o nasitive and are oneentaging fa- the
futrt.

It was Ike SR anrreersany of ACOM and we asked aur
sehirs whelner e word “orisis® should still 28 included
i our mssian stalemanl. For many, the sense of oris's
hae weaned, fier many wn HIY positive pecsple, livieg a
critis averyday was nat how they lead ther lives. Rut
wa cancluded engis iz not only wselul out essential.
Dexpde allnal has happencd in the (ashien yeacs, thers
ic &1l & desseraia need lor frealmens, for protecticn
from dagcrirrendtear, frr care and sweppon and for new
and beler massngos Ao provertion and hoealth men-
tenancs, The rnms 5 A5 real as gver.

Tha most abyipds physeal change g A0 in Sydr ey
was tho meous 0 Cemmenwealth Sireetl. ACOM's prew-
ou & avcomindation had become untenakle. Two Build-
ired2, nodher of 1hem suilsd 19 Sur purpeses and, mosl
imponantly, neirer ol which encauragod a fgg s on line
reeads af Gllents, were replaced by nne. Lt has bean -
e b tnideh our needs and, thanks 1o tne foresighn of the
*hen Saie Govommreend, has been peovide:d] at a pepe
parcein qand o terowears. There are still problems, sush
as the air congdignirg, the [Hs ano the configurahen af
serwr ol 1he mogting spaces. However, everyane rast
agres that Ik new build.ng iz a vast impreverr 2nl and
wilt got Dotier awver 1ime.

1§ 15 Impotant o Acknowledgs 1he bard wark of 2 lew
key people 'nsecuring the bailding for us. brest ard lore.
most, thanks must g o Patar Gregan wha warkeed Tirg.
Waasly o Ged the Commoenwealll: Sireet Srnnsees; alss:
19 David Buchanan and Don Haxler a7 ACOMN and
dedlrcan Harper ard Mariss Payhg in 1ha then Promoss
r¥icr Finally, tharks to John Fahey hirnsel, who ook a
pearscna intarest in the arojest and wnoss sUppEed was

I ;-.':'i-?. ::I-'C .
E\.-c.-

AR Frgs ikl Brigie Mﬁ.&g'n'lﬂr

550 Avvnunl Fopord » pooge o

wlay o acdhenarg e autcome el we did. IEwess Tiling
hat, a5 Prewicr, Jobn Fabey apened the ko'ldieg in
Fadraary. We shaduld nod fergat that net long age a pol-
ficaan, espocially fram tha conzeratesn gide of pelilios,
would have shied away 1-om publichy idenfigying with an
FIVAING and gay ralated community grous such as
ACOM. Tharsks mug’ alsc go 10 the ACON slail, led by
Kewvin (Bolding, wnc Drouyit about the mave 2nd hzlped
lte oroanisation seHle in.

The zecand big upheaval was e NEW Staie aleclion
it Mzroi, The campagn was padcuardy nolahle tar
AN 0wl reasors.

Firsily, ACOMN adomed a highly elfeclive sirategy of bb-
Eying 19r commitnmieris for key HIWGAILDS relabéd Gok-
cigs. Tnis reswled an & number of 1 partisan soenimit-
rrenls b wital issues such as seapon for a Third Ma-
tidral Stralegy Ad thé maintana ace ol lursiag “ar HIYY
A0S sarvices., |Fad produced 2 sekigs ol sped lic con-
1 Imsanks 1 o the new Governsand, same af which bave
berr: honcnrad, whele cthars are in the pracess ol Geing
nesrperaled inlg pregqam for egiclalive reforn. The
Sovernrrend, in panticalar the Attoeney Genera |, fas &n
arrbinous ageda which shoud prove ol valoe 1o he
HIVAIDE ard gay and lesbian comnunilies.

Cne of the issuzs for AZCN I 118 comirg vaar wll ke
ba Beld 1ng MSW Gossrnmiant 16 ils Sramites Ard Main-
tai praseuré far lurbize, muzn néeded, rélorrand sap-
gori. After 17c sleclior, AC0OM csiablished goo relition-
ShuDs with 1R fdw Geweriradr ], Sspeceliy e Mitistar
o Moalth, B Fels haugo. and il s exoeslod tat fhozse
realor shigs will siaog ug in good sledd deing i1 karm.

Thi aeccrd [sgwo o 1o CEMPIPN was e dae S i
Lher Qay angd lesnize S muaity surraungrg the conlest
Fon 1 sl af Bligl™, Thos ressceled o &S0 M ard seme of
15 oo DAaners e sdng s LB A Sulgads it
cesrty FSF Bt oyt vgd 11 Ihe cantpaidn . 1 owae o Slurk-
iy do e Ll 50 many n ke cosnetwrily, 49 balk sides,
S00med uiy g B retpect The rghils o albiers 18 Sold
caboent vigw's, Ooa ol 118 sinengibe al sur SGrmrmuniy
bas Besn aur Aol by W solebrale aod D sirorygth ran
differencs, 17 s imporant te 105us 90 that whice Joikas
WE athor 190N 01 ther Siv 2ions. Becadsn S Sing
stilutions oy Donos san o casi vy be daraged, ta
ez Ubnrronl &' all,

O e eolisy a0 60BN frond il 4 e & vary Dusy
v Wil g1 sl sood ol 100 Faghicgbls,

= ALOM Fas oaen achvg n he fengw of She Secore
Matanel Zratogy and, sib AFAD i e prooess of
chiving far 3 thirz Th s has peen, and w il rema r.
AP MUMSAT ank agerds tem 31 the "edesal evel

«  Henpwed achv sm o garaund realmenis whick =aw
somg &y osuls igllowed by a comrmitment “rom
tna madaral kealth binister to aeamne tha issae of




FINancs apsrovals lor naw reatments (B reouls o
ik sriliative: ane wos B Be Secn)

« ACON Hicked off the Axihanasia debale by putlish-
g Chooging te Gie in 1934 Then, scan affor the
Marireree Termiany Pariamert passed its nlstooe larg.
iwlahen, ACON's Evlharagia Wors ng Groug pro-
dusad g erall bill whicdr has soused iha dekarg n
MEW and increased (he push for refarm, THe masull
ol our eforts is 1ar from certain ang a griar deal re-
NS S be donA

A TEw Jay men's educalion sratogy was laurehed
re-Uaut ing acr etarts inndne comm ey rst aflecied
Eqr the HIY apidemic

* A lashian safe sex guick was [rarched, a5 was a
handbons for sex workers

T ACON Assistet ihe Transgender Litera: on Sealition
N latéyirg far seform ol the And-Dise ermahan e

= Aldemlatve s1al was made o0 devalapng a relalan-
SHIP Wit ARG AGING. commyunitie s, Gspcily Aborigi-
Mal gy meen
ACOK urdnlood to cverans a Iy af e Dawy {ZEF-
1A

*  ACEoe ol Condust 1or 50X &N Gremm Sos vanuss was
develozed and lagnghed

We last some imaerent geozle win have conir puled
to ACOM and g HIV commisndty aver many wears, in-
cluding Mark Cashmen, Brenton Heali-Ker, David
MeDiarmid, Me'l Sanderson, Rgbert vus Maanen,
Graharh Bray and Andrew Morgan. The s Jed=eation will
nod Be forgetien.

190405 was Lhe firsl year in ACOM's bstery when Lex
Walsar: wag ot a membeds al the Commmitag and Geralkd
Lawrawn relired aller many yeas of liroless senvice.
Fhoet wogk dwer [N yréars was gredlly vatued and their
Abserce sorely fal. ACON alse saw tha depariure of
Anne Malcalm, whose sever vears o wrigdan and calm-
g arfua ke 2 greally missed.

Dz Gaxler deserves specal praize Tor ' dedicaian
and 5= 0L ILwas fithirs that the Stale Goverermar 53wl
Lo appaind boen 1o be Goard of 160 neowly formed Soutn
Easlem Sydnay Area Health Service, T s a inbgtn
1o Gen's ami iy and &0 asale cece by the Govermn-
meril.

Fnaly tnanrs 1 &l of e Comtalles, slaff, volonteers
andd seppariers who kep: 17e ergassation running de-
spie hg prassums, tho craskores and e cilisisr. Moch
ol ACONS work i nel ylamanaos ar rewswerthy: s
the Favw, cay-1e-cay gnnd of many small 1asks under-
Finnirg 1he commoandy's rasporso. THiS epsrt shrows
lighl cn that deta .

» Brpca Meaghaor

Gimroniy groups 2nd erpanisaions sueneng funds fom
AT reajor annus! luesdrisen the hano v Hend Farty, Thiy
penr 32 000wy hands 0 i 2 Mk of Qroues Sroung S 1,

—_— AR AnnuAl Fh}pt'ﬂ = priged o L T




EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S REFORT

1594595 waz 1he hirst full year ol ACORN aperanng wilhir
T ambil Gf Gur free yzar Si-atogic Plan 1am ¢ oasac
o repar that 1ne work of ACON Fas boneine:d sighiti
camly from the dovclopment and imalementahar o he
Plan. Tne s irent we pab intz b 1ael year 1 payiig
ofl The sense of directian &0 Iocus on stralegic ob-
iectiives included ir all planmitng & docs anmaking i
the: Grgenisation has tead 10 improwrd Seroos aud peo-
oramg far fdignts anc the commuynily ang sobslanlialy
rmong g{rategic fninking within ho eryar sano:.

A fyl review ol the Straleqe Plan, conpleted m Aorl
1995, andicgiad prograss wards achioying mesl ol vs
chjectives. This repor will crver much e 1Ral progre ss,

1994/95 Key Themes

From lhe Birector's chair 1ae pre-eminent themns ac-ass
the drgan:satan have beer the implemsniation of (ha
Slhaeqis Plan: managing e NSW =late slecion, B -
vival of imteres! and achicn arcurks rearmends s
develipment 4f a néw Gay Men's Enunation S1raegy,
ard 1he censstidation o team and grarch operatons
wilhin ACOM.

Seategin Plan impletientation

Worke by ad wnits gnd bramches in g aroan’sat an s
raow guided by hall weany Actlion Faas, weball act wi-
fics ted 10 {at ieast] cng od 1ha Flan's stmtegic osjas-
tives. This Fas assizsted s1aff and many volariears in
having & direct aned cléar unda ~s1anmding o AGON'S cwer
ali dire&lisr and prricrities, o SRGSLACS e wnel waard
inern. mplemenlzlian of Actizn Flans b boen less sar-
casrlui il Tha Warking Grgp ard Corrr e el This
needs b Ee addressed throgg 19495/96,

AW Sraee Flection

ACOH's sirategy af idemitong 1he 11 key pol oy isswes
and ohta ning deta’led public respcsses w0 e from
the maar padins workod vory cHechively | clanfiad bor
the rommurity what the magor srategic iss e in 1H1W

ACON Crocirmiva Qirnfor Den Baxtar

ATo™] S radl RO pGrD = e 5 —

A areard it provede] a moechiarse lor e paties 10
curmnmit inwising b pahey pembisag on all these issues.

Troqimenrs fssreys revitedisaitan

Adrae abeo? 18 e the of virtual denraney, Inlanost and
onergy was sparkesd by IFe Rifabukin consrowa sy, e,
Sl wil a Treatrents Updale mogtng anganmsed by
ASON. Follcasng ~asalulizn ol e Rifabate ssua, ACC
et Sarhnge:d o play & eadirg mle in 100 series of s
suet arurd acgess tooirals snd 1ealmeils of noers
Rrorusmg new diugs - AT, Rionaws, Saalmasr - in
prCer with PLWHA (HSW and AFA&D This (s Ted o
RO G aveEments n oomEas sIcnale soousy sehemes
for [nase Qiugs anc ako o Aar andi rowne af [Re yap
Betaee approval and und ng of H W druge, ordared oy
Commarvaaith Minsier Lawronon

FIeSRIEe o iy ietive Wik ComR icAted ny Th Melalg
lzck of peaphs will eapomesa in Lhis nosy etiremely com:
plex zrea. Howseer, the revivg o Hie ACON Tregim anls
Whirking Group, recruzbmen of a new ard experigromd
Treeatmen;s GHeer and wene we e coing 11 plarring 4
COMATRRANSIYE Ireabmenis rain ng proegam acgar well
Frr <bez FUEL r,

Farthehratimo oy theee vears the devalnpgmert af breat-
mENT Crugs - varlicutorly of protease ik ikdars - eaks
Pramasing, wath tha pmsaes of subslanlal bealh me-
proueeminrls, eetaen iar b e it agvanosod HIY ciess se.
Conrered aslror vl e reguirod. hgarwest, 19 onsuee
all people who o Lenell Rrocgn compassionule g
CEES Praciame S99 Darly gopreval ol these droos a-e
atdle o dz s )

Lievetogurent af Clay Men's Fdacadon Strategy

Quicone 4.1 ¢l AT Sirmeqe Plar calls for “oycl
cal avie ol crLcalorn agrams (g gay men o orsure
aptimum effaciivenass . m Fe contest o naw mseush
tirdlings and angumyg media debate in the o nunidy
rredea, ACOM dosded ona lal -scate reviow al cur sdu
cahar siraled:as 1or Jay me. Afler five manles iten-
sive ConsLlahen, sesearch and giscussion the Gay
Men's Touveat on Sl-ae gy, 1995-97 was adopiedir Jay.

Thig 5 IPe first fu b revicw of Swch SiEtRGHRS Sinca 3 837
anG has a raasy praves benelicial i rovitahsing ACOM s
LA Crageams for gay men, 2133 sheeulus ter s o -
a” raviaws by L Comrnorwezith & othie 105 Saurils,

Tha ] fo aasha s ategy varhizol vas reg ises viih
e pubdicetioo af su ' fuckie g withoul Saodoms' nnet
i The Sydney Slar Qlesorver in Nowenbes, 1824 Thig
represantod mn st mgar ehasge fromo1ne 'sals sox
rrery HMe” MerssAGE wiuch had predorminaied sirga the

migd-1 38005

ACCIR 15 Fowe cmbarkiig anoa sirrlar exergise 19 dn.
velon 3 MEL! sTlegy Sver e nexl siv mantns.

B




Teaws, Lreit and Branch (pevations

ACOMN's growvsl owver The o0 Yeaes of Tha epidemig has
la-gely basn Wrrough an aogretion af sngle pra|Rris,
Binding these inld eHagtive teams and s prograr,
operalions has alaavs Rsen 3 d:Hicglt - of barely visible -
challenge.

" 1994/85 we conbTund 1o Mg &n ‘gslenay boher
aupLt by fear operabcns. wilh some signifeam ag-
wances. SO pamizulRily ndvalnee work by the ACOMN
ewarea Branen hed by Davel Maddedy Fas 2ot o l&ad
Yor 19 prgatrRatior,

Tre moed [0 nore Salsable of ce space =1L the Hurer
alfice and in Surey Hills has allpwed wearms o operate
rmuUsn mare aHechivaby tBreugh co- goahea, rare efi-
siont spaces and systeros and batter clignd ‘oeus. At tne
Manag ereenl ol wid Save noved 10 syslomalise par-
cigaton By tha aranchas threugh 2 quarte-y manageo-
Tem fGIm

Adjastmirts iave e made o the caucansn ynite
lime with P Gay Mens Edocation Strategy, ard ik
Care. Haws ng and Transpa Urit Fas moved a consig:
eralrn way tomegiaticg 5 projects 0 ondar 12 provin e
A “sgemless” serace from the clignts po b ol view. Soen
changfs requirg the devalgpment of oo m rnen” <o the
ahanges frpm the stalf, and that ¢l interested commg-
ity FmEmee g,

Thare i= sbil a substantial way e 20 1914 maving from
RFrotRCE B ordogean: operalions ir fone areas, This ‘s an
fnRoing chal rrge wivich vill partree 10 neac afarhon
avarifia rext 17 ranths

External Relations:
Government &
Community

Trreugh & penod of synificant charge ACON, Bas rar-
aged to meta’n analoe devalsp sourd relaloas with all
lewels of grarmmer, wittecarm nunity argamsations and
ralevart parts el the healtn sectns We -slainen grear
relatizna w.th the Caalition Govemmenl's Heqlth Minis-
lor Hoe Prillps and tave develened predotive rola-
liar:s wilh And-gw Aetchauge, the mrrend Minsler, ann,
Jillign Skineme-, e Shadow Minisier, We Bave 2'50 2.
Tabighed gogd relations with Fromice Bats Carr grd At
Ierey-General Jod Shaw Eiven the legislaion robeme
ayenda autlined in owr eleslion issues statemant 1ase
elakons wil. be irpuran o ashirding aur lag silive
LajEClives.,

Fetatigrs wath the NSW Oapadmert of dealths A0S
ared nfectio J spasas Brarck corinus o b cods ns-
fiva Ress ldonaughue has contirgnd the cosigalis-
Tive ang v Qaious cadershq role of ‘he Brarsh estas-
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heled yrdes Dawd Dowe, wha retied in Judy 1934
Huwewar, ACON was hghly crbeal in fhe mainsineam
nisdid af 1ne Depadment's Chea! Medica' Cfficer owar
h e nandling of the HIV positve abstelrician al Hirg
Giaorge W Hospial,

VIur solalans with community ergarsalaes bas been
Eroduciive ir mash cases, with 1ho cacasional o oupr.
We Soltabtraten ciosely with the Sydnay Gay and Los.-
bian Mardi Gras Assesaion fos s Parmdz ard Party.
SsEg our 10th arnivarsany 35 a parade thema,

S milarly we have baen warking closely win Lhe Gay
and Lesbian Kighes Loboy on a range of issues &l my-
Wwal concern, neluding same-sex rolabonships,
Iransgerdsr anir-discimingtion and palice agtvitas, This
has been a most oradyctjve falabienship, charaslensed
by mutual support based cn claar recognition o sepa-
rate roles

Ear.ar thia year we establishes 2 Venue Ownacrs Wark-
g GErwp Ths has brought wygether a range of war e
omnars and rosaliad n soma usefui Initialves araunn
m2f1 EnM AMVINOMMEnt imnreyaments, as well 2s moe
diregl.y er0uraging venues Lo Tul tho SEMMU Y
resEOnsibill 45 in raggonding fo the apidernic. A key
Achicwra onl was Ehe revisron and 1e- launching of a
Varues Code af Practce.

Ir: the HIM/AIDS secior wo have bean working thiaygh
same Complex issugs Araund fandraising wih she Bobbyy
Salasiuth Soundation wikd ibe A1 5% Trest, with cons:d.
franle progeess coing mads. Wa have had occesion o
b calrcal of SOFY (Sappan of Positve Yourh) zid hawe
requeres] some cleas delineating & wark areas amd
RITEANS fRr thRin parlicipation in progmms Invialyirg
[os. bt ok

ACON continues 10 play A leadify roe .n AFAC, pan-
llew'aty arcund vinek ‘ara Th'rd Natianal HIVAI DS St
eyy and thraugn prowding congdarakble grive cn of®a-
pabsy adwncs ard pnanly-zating. The location ol AFAD
i1 Evdney has anFanced l3isod st iIrai gary on
AFACE rospor Bibilties so da aiher membon.

Thrawgh 1934085 w4 consalidilen cur relations with a
nen-beer oF thin Area Heglth Sorases, manifesied injoin:
projecis with (e Wentworth, [Dawaera, Henme, Sayth
e Swdngy ard Central Syaiey Area Heaith Sorv ces,
and cansideralfe groundwerk with hothem Sydney,

Rezlatur g woll Easter Sydney Ama Mozl ertaino
grrabe ant less ihan cplimurn. s &malgamaton wilk
So A Sydney Arez provides an Cpocdunity to farge
A mane gpstemale and produstivey el onshiv,

Major Palicy tssnes & Advocacy
I Bddilear: 1 Lhe trectro s issues And the gay men's

L —




pducation stratedgy ool inad abave, ACDHN has coniin-
Jei 10 Rlay a lzading role sorcss the rznge ol FIVYAAITEG
pelicy &and Aadvesacy issues, incloding:

Futhara sie

ASON imitimed the gual & debate r NS wile (e pak-
licatan 17 Mowembor of ChanseT o S, o handbeok
for thaso conzdsring euinanasia a 1ese asked Lo
assst, The Mothern Tooritgny legislaiam and the Sy
glechon oprcked a wndcw o opperturity ar legstaleg
reftaren which iz r0) likgly o rgour

The re paso of cur deaft bBill has agdwancad firn comem -
iy dabete consderahly, mavang it b3 ioces en whad sar
ol lemgislatioen 15 mosd cesirable.

Festinng of preéEma e weokkden

AN tant nuad W suksassiully rarskal gpposition kg
Ihe serries o calls - pe-lAps ongoing caTpd | nis a bot-
ler description “or fe51 ng ol aegnant waren. These
arpss dunng 198 Kng Geirge W absksincian case n
Qiober ard a series ol propased resesrck oro ocs arnis-
ing trem hal case.

ATLYY refeted poversy e “fowd crivis"

R etleament fram stk brings a clestor oF Jifletul? issues
for mary pegole wiln HAAIDS, sems af which mar-
et a5 immodiale issues such as inadeqoatbe ‘Lurds lor
1o, athers of winich are more negnln s, pe ey o
higw Fp gain meaning leam nal being in a workalace on-
Wi rarmerd.

ACON has Bear 12ckling These issu=s cn a numbar
ol levels, Qur priorily Ias e 1o re-estabhzh tho of-
fecliveness of the Sydney Day Cenire as the Taer
srawlder @ adequata iunchés on a da v basis. After

AL har manfaned gaed redations il Lol Ioc Govenn-
nent et My Lleesz Silodrd .'J'!'n:.||.l1r_|lh|:.||.ll TS Ficiommd o ing
re2enl reshing ratth et fdvaster O Andne e Rc."shm.y.'.r
[SCC0nd ot Fal] mrs (i L) S ulnes Qastee g St
PREI0ERT Brace Wogsoher ang Veee-Freseian ek Fiaskos

org resistanee ron Easlurr Area Haal Service we
cOmmiss gned & rewey which Fas sesn gome im-
provements abmaay, wilkh subs:antial upgrading o
both s fogd sorvicas and aslivilies seriges dye in
s nawt 12 mante s

The arger syslerms prab em « inadequacy af tha ~oaith
Gebres L e ard b passitilly ol supple menlaticn Yar
ot wabh Pial-Gost Shnornis cunditiens - reguings. g
TCh mera detale d straiegy ard campaign whic s shil
I Ls ey sluges.

MAW Roval Comimissfon iifo Paliee

Tha Police Royval Comrgurdr i haviel o embes o
dAnpacls on ke HIWAIDS pragramn The masl serfaus is
*he clogire of “shand ng racms” 1 Kings Coss, therely
snaduertert!y jeopardsmg Auslralia’s lew rate of inbec-
tion among inestng Arg weers and pabond ally 17reat-
aning the neeshe and syenga oxchd ge progeam. Tho
COMWm S30M's activeics Das also led o ciosure o a
ruriber of bratels and rads on sorra gay bars.

AN hag Basn actvely alerling the Sommissinn 1o s
passibly goksbeicus eifects A0 publc healtt ard work.
img witl MUAA (S Users and AIGS Assooatior), ro
Heailn Departrmant and o1 releyanl agersias 1o mic-
mase the dangora,

Nex Indisiry faw voform

ACOM s heon worknd] casely & 1 SWO0P e encoLr-
age the government £ anact the Jisce-verly Housn
Amendment Al Tho cutend logilatbicn tedors HEY
AIDS wutresch wark 15 sex warkar (o3 wall 45 frorgt-
g carmpliont. Prospects ane prom sing.

Nordh Coust regrinn ASOS frending

L MoAbarn Rivers aned M d-Herh Soast Brarches had
starious sonsers hact fne allzoation end expendilye
rd AI05 [ands in the Morth Soast gige ¢l hoalll sonr
s, and s sirakegic glanteng ganarally Too Depar:-
men has agresd te investigate s reg an as parl o' a
gararal review o the distiois ard ancws moa fa | ronew
CA thez luncireg larmafa Fa- MSW 11Y soparns

Prisies poficy

ACCH has baen migeng witl: & rarge of conriunity or-
qarizations @ Jovelop o cororel orsive goocw ar 1Y
e preens. Alor almosl a yeese n gagialar, corsan-
=us has finally emerged in ks dilficol area, We hapa
Codr prialisy wil meirvigoals e puldic debate obeal 400
B0 PGy,

S¢ Vircents Hospituf

A5 the largest rgatmond ger-e il is ns1 s arprising fhal
S VIncEns contmuey o bo o fotus of advsoacy for
ACCN. Thrangr ‘ale 1894 A0ORN was irecheed it ng-
gatialears will* 51 Vircer!s about 2% aropasnd contrac

SO Aornudl Fepood oo B ————————————




Wi e (hery Comiian governmmerd, ais sabsegoemly
eppased (2 the propesals. We are cusrontly moniosi:ig
Ihe i pact of the govem monts Haggu e Alkecation o
rmud o St Vincents and conseguesst proposafs he re-
dutd wark s servres al the hcsadal, This il ramnain =
SArAUE 5.8 or Th ‘progonakie 1 gture,

Police and beaiy

ACGN canlinued our 18Ay JBegQoNANZNS wiln e dEW
Pees Surane doout aporcpriate babavioo: of police
olcers at haats | appears e Police Serce is abal
to izsue a Cormigeiosars Instraclion, when shuald be
e totsigerable assistance 12 our herts outaack wiork.
THese negohahong have a.50 develpped wlher areas of
=0 operahan wik ke police, particatardy arawnd sespond-
iy A0 weplenge oAb oears and #sRstng Wit awoadar in-
vesligaliars.

Program Changes &
Consohdations

ACONS overall progaam axpanded ingrginally ths. swear,
Fosurren: fungirg was conbirr ol fiv a rumer ol paye
atn projecis. Theso includod the Posmve Youth Projesr,
e Wb Somplemrents nowslats, Yiome s Padmoes @
Cizexaat Mer_ ard HIY inlo:maliar Werksnoaps, Sore
taral ssadiustments are alse allowing Us b cxsand
FLTHE SEMCRS W NIt &1 NG roseurces. Sigriicar ax-
pariing and changes inewled:

Foyitive retreals

A special grant dram the raseug o 2 Marg Flzoarick
Tousl has allowed s b an and conzust ey re-
TrealE for poREVE [e0dle oo a cegular basis, asmg he
reddel spceesslully cevciaped By e HIV Sugport 1eam.

Corieselling

B AIOS Trus: grant hag allawad gs ‘o des gy and caee
Jsl A raring prog ramoasr waludes - caunselo s ol
M LS 1S expand Qur g Jrs 19 stine Saturdays and alter
slandard work-hours. Nievaalo o5 we are sbll nal alte
o ufer coarse'ling o HIY megalive pesp o, Fosilive
Virermen's Sorcambese An AIDS Trust grant has alloeed
LS [0 cevelop & vrlunleer-staled phone Do C-astrsed
hcaarsy 0 provde sLppad o posilive Aamen Ty ather
prsitive women The e will be aperatonal from Sep-
lerikzr,

M« Noreh Ot eapo & Shpport

Fallzawe g the cgairg prehon s with care ang SLPLom
serwizes 1 lhe region 1be AIDSAD Branch ageesd 1o
MIAANG A CAE and SUppsIT warker a1 the Mig-Men b Coas)
G CRouar e nest 12 mnths

Comimunily Nuppor:

Netwarki osingTransport
Wark has proceades oomtggrating e nsead and

0 2f 23 panals far the Matcral ot Projec! naede P
ACDR Hintarin TH9155. QUi workiouw g a g wan snsh
tha ! FilV sommone) tas confrbeted o e wenk of tha
dranch.

hisireg services into tha GAM pragean 1o provide bat
tergnnaee [ e glignls. The ieanspart peoi-am has braen
baly ra=51-Lelued .noa way which has baen welgomied
By cligns ard also alows 1| L opoeatn wihin brdaed 1o
the first wrae since ACON assumer msponsibliny for i

Agdnn Fyogicct ee-vitalisedion

The Asian Gay Mer's program has been eodalsed
lfrcugh an imbee sl revicss and, al simes. Fainlul Senias
af o TmUnily ineaings. ks now 1ormal has sger a re-
wvdl ol interest and pangipation frem a wider range o
ALIEIN Q&Y MAN

Afroriginal & Tarres Nerail Iilanders

ACTH ILawara hat establsled a success! Jl modz| o
providing =0 wces [or Abshginal pecple v the Mawarra
area This motel s cutenty being decussed by tho
Sedncy Abar giral & lsizeder Working Gaup wich 2 sime-
| iz Dleely 10 b i TEEmErSC S0 in Sydney and
pazs:dly ciker branchos,

Fieaetly SKpport workers

We: Bave neen tuudad 1o develep a gragram 1o provide
resgite zarg o fevlles with - positive menGers pa--
anls or childrar ), working e e majar subshiute c2re
saereies [Hiymardes, etz Planning for the paogram
has been comalman and el el commence in ate 794,

Yriter: worksfhops

Funded theaw On anA gskralia Souned grant, Somnty s
vahars leciures Motael Flaney orgarized 2 soroq ol
wirilers Workshops w by moeR than 70 participants he
PR was 1% BRI the communte « trougn Hier
whitnly 1o achieve a baller undzrsiand ng of Lre impag:
of [he opdemic

FALL Leopead Profect
Win nane SCEnl A liussrahing year laEbyweg Lo arsure the

AR Avusraal Flaporr = aage 5 e re—



wiability of e Legal Frgject. Sommorwealth Healtn
finding wag rarzvnd 0o Junn 15494, with the crojecl
sundiviag anly o a small grant 1+ Commanwealth
Amomay- Gerard.'s Depanment arvd & fed tern gran
Irom HEW Healin, Fiespcets lonk reasanakdn fa-anon-
creasa in fudicg « oulwe have fal? ket pravicusly Tne
HAL G Maraguineni Semmilles belisves the sevice
canrod Lart e o Turner unding 5 net fodneemirg.

Major Events,
Campaigns &
Resources

The Chionalegy seciicn o RS arnual feport dorumants
e d sparate mngn of events, cpmpaigns and publica-
“oms wh ol ACON prodneed nver Shrough * 334095,
would ke Lo bayhlight the majo- ones

+  Trearaaal Cardigsignt Rally atracied aver "2400
parCzants his year

v Thir Sycncy Safe Sew Zonme campaon corducied
arcura thin Kardi Gras oarigs

v The Mand-lIn-Hand Pany raised owve - 240,000 0n he
Oueens O fbday Weekend

v Lhaosmg ie g odr bockls on eutharas A, distic-
Uad aver H00 copes anc wAs rearcduzed A
Quioensland

Fucking Withaor Condamy was ihe lirst campaign in
the wirld 4o Address be oiflic alf issu= of ragatialed
safaly

» The Lesbilan Sex 8ok, 4 eomprehenas ve B0 Hagl
hovklel of Esbipng aed possible Y -isss, = e
firzl delziled reqiurce lor lestzians mAhe s yoass ol
lisg eaifern

v Dhoreg i Ourselres ¢ 3 guide fo Caiog for Peapls
veth HIVAAIDE ai Momo, a 78 osge boos ard
audicdapn, 5 Based aegely 2 00 GEsoorons Gl
EM velunlig D oA e

© sPib-pErtcand o lalex, Bremien Foall-Bers coslume
soensa-od by ACOH was neludedn tan gl an
Katdual Gallery's A 1 he Ana 21 ALS Sxmubcn,
Feawember 1934

v Prérfigr Kb Faley panad tha ACON alheas a1 @
Correniweealih Stree? ir Fabroary 19095

Internal Operations

Menapentene Team

ENe AN Managoment Toam contnuse 15 dovelop ana
provida shective lepdacship ara qirectian in askigving
SO s i wes gl e yean, Tae Team's vesrk
has tEAn SupETNAted by Shipdary 2 day meaticrgs
vk the Brarch Managers, salead Ihe Kignaganeent Fo-
M

The Team owes Mmuch ol 13 deveiapmant i Dapusy Di-

s VST Apwe o] Hegct = page 10

redter, Ance Vaksehm, s relived Irgn AC0NM i Marcn
Ihis wear, Anne's Satnriment ta team proossses anc
saluhizne ard bos peesstonce inoworkirg throungooarch-
I ik & [y way 1o &ngan g Lha 22abilly aad sam-
pesaroe of he ganir successfaly leading the argani-
satian towards ifa cEpolives,

Kevir Gokding ably acied as Depaly Cirector for thres
rnth, Bonging seme rew perspecves ard cne gies
13 1E e, and Al Kndér Bas recs -ty ke o e
fias bt parevaniend Iy

A W A nA Y ] e Al Ared Progrd i Ackiee-

1S Gulhifed rooghoot e rapecd e RMaragerent

Teearr hay alsu:

* plaand wnz sweosien e sucsessio] delocanen ot
g Sydnay slices an 0y e day s Sosu s

v ponducied a comprehaenygee reveyr ot 005 1af
IRGrAitMen) poisias

= ifd ited ACCM's Enterar LB Agrésrmen

= reeavaludias all acsldicos it AS SN e tighl o
T Agresrmsn,

» adtdudted a e e ACORN 5 vdumieer stralegy

= laker an responsibialy for mote of the exleenal re -
rosenta van ard negatiatans for the Conanoi

= githif e ctnabmAinss S a mAer relacalion, man-
1ainifg averall axcendilure wilhiv orelesizad budgm
while &1 arograre: ard sore sos arc at near el ca-
crilicazl loye

A SN Mas develuoed & edn ol skillzd managers ard
NECUSE b ensoee rd sourcd S conlinue 1o S8 ot by
it AnwenIapeuealand ellozhivo Cperdt G, R 2150 Eeen
Rleased waln e Feclh 2f inanagarmen: Lalen n e -
QA Hal e, s tedugih 4 canye o poopect s oontici-
paung :n e rrasaaarnast [arsm i lemscrany pos bens.
e Pavd ey aslablivived & raeeg pregoam far sta'!
erlef@gland g B arei,

fIATA supcrannnation

G 17 Falruary "995, in swial avaunie:d b oan amtush,
oul supraracalicn fund, 1-ESTA, infonmed us hsl e
werdlid ral be ghle o afer disakil by & death cover insge-
arSe 16 Ay nawrly recroded slalf who were EIV pasiiveg.

Thiz mave Lordudly At nsSE Aar sadadily 1 AN rade
=0 s e CoadpEa o wark n he argarisalizn, parac-
lArly i views ol Mg widesaread rémewal 21 excusion
clauscs nomos! JBrge supenInueiar schames. ) nas
2180 Qe Naratad Sevan 2K ey 81N iy axisling Sialf i
arg pesd val the marnar n which MESTA broaght @n
b aurraigurrenl urdersiardatly prcae des e gréands
Seet KPSt Ak LReay v I Rdndat B Saramt Sametalrmanl s,
Fct Lt g e resptaled sommileenls ©omeal
Thise plagaiorn:s,

YR A e ke y will AFA0H0 agnigee 3 3plotlicne
Ta bt newd cos siluabwr, The Goonrrarswcaldll Gawang
mnnk s sympahatic C1 prciple DAl unl kely 10 g




quickly 10 1und Cs directly o fo orce tFe suporan .
tic:n indasiry to create a pacl 10 Meet lhesa hakdnes.
Megohations withal: partics invatvee 363 conlinng, au
IRer hkah head of & seluhen 4o Jur prealam fer newly re-
el H W posdive staft iz (ol clowr at (his painl,

federnal finquciel moanagemient aud operations
As o ingncia! repoms imaeate AT 15 roaurerg a ot -
1 0F argu-d $ 164 00T 4k oz, O dinanecial eeral oo
have: buown compicated by Uie granls 2nd areaagemoens
Assaciated with e Syancy Gk ralocatian

Witk vitually o | projects st ASG N vow aparatirg at Tuli
oA 1acily ihase areas of cur operaticns wmick ave bosn
coaRiamnnify under-farssd can fe lenger bo sustared
N savings Yam oibe- areas. “hese Have boen T Hy's
Trarspen. Execclive Linic #dkl-Marth Coast, Mayvarra srd
Wasztern Sydndy,

Fartunate y (e cifice relocation has a'lowed Us 1o re-
ganate win e AIDSAD Qranch 1o rent savings 1o be
pul towards dhpse srLsur. apodting del it (as wel
28 50mMe Engnly exgansiors! This w I mean & riane
&tab e FnaraiEl slann ng enviceonneal lormanaging the
ergart.szhnn,

Mutwilh stzading 14 linangia cornpecuties M e move,
Mo Fanagamast Tearn achicved hder redusans e
Fdrvimsiraticon ¢oss gl soma ssbam Goasts, Opeanis-
nihe or lorik-gre savings, haweeen, are ines! ikely 12
w0hE CUlS N sE s In tha 109556 hanged we wil ol
be praviding raef tor 213 endeave whob v | &'leclosghy
IMOAN S8 F20UCEONS (M L0 vIne.

Ay ACCRN Broieats nely i the painatie cooenitmen: of val.
UARCOPE il ane vOUARRAS WirRars foF e Srage Do
crana, SRS BEAGIET GuPseeh egucaicn il Svdnsy s nng.
el vl g g LT

—— [— J—
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Amae Malcoln

I wanr e conelude IR repod witl a tioute to Anne
RAAlColm, Anne is one of the parely-visibin bermes of
ALGM. She haz gowornd he lasi seven years of her life
Ard work 10 N2 Srgan sa10m, BRgINg @ Lhique Sl of
mHills. ingights. persistance, toughnass and gente gaed
RLTHGLr B the dramsutisn.

ANRE CANKE B ACOM 15arm Lhe Sesal Wers Depanmant
of S NnGels Rospltal, sperding the lirs! thing NEary
buiding un the cor marty services pregram of ACON.
She was appoinied tn the newly-craatad Depily Diree
Bar posdian v 150

Her key responsiblity was maragne the irlermal op-
aratinng of ACOM. Whils Anne and | werked Clesely an
changing ACOM frem & mediom-zized, “tog-newn” o
trar isalicn 1o a flater, more collaberative one - 100 larce
lar hard Figrarchies 10 weork eligeinily, il was mostly
Iesr pizrh.

Fler capacily 1o deveinp processes and systonrs which
engAndered bt resialls and st niha process alloved
ALTM 10 have a sl focuszed on werk, Aol o ardaai-
satianal mashinal ons, I a similar vain ACON has Rad
no seraus miancial problems and ne serio.rs 0 sl
Sisfnes: 2 is nof guoe 'uze, 1t s gocd R L 14 1=
incladirg raring managers 13 be good at 1hai wars.

Peoterdnstanding her imerest and foeus en orgarssaticnal
gereraions Anne always maniainod a lrvezhy arieragt in
health eyB12m tyrarnics generalby and WA IS 2500
If pACCLAr N bott of thesa amas | loued fer eroe-
LSy SLppilive and ralreshing ‘o debete and dise 15s
VANOUS Straled Az 1xchcs and 158.aes. That EArinership
has also bnen of padicalar - alzed all bal imosibe -
widl1able to ACOMN and b peopln aHested by and Iving
with HIV ir MEW. [ 1hank Rer fer her consndidan,

= Diw Bazter




1994/95 IN REVIEW

ACON BRANCHES AND
PROJECTS

ACON Hunter

Servicing Newcastie and the Central Coas! regwon of
NSW, the Branch provides a range of education,
oulreach, counseling and suppor senvices (o peopia
with HIV/AIDS, gay men and men who have sex with
other man (MSkts). CSN Hunler trains and coorginates
volunteers to provida practical, physical and emotional
suppon &nd services for people with HIVIAIDS. ACON
Huntar was established in May 1988 and is basad in
Newcastle

ACON lllawarra

Establishad in July 1980 and ocated in Wallorgong, the
Branch provides educaltion, oulraach and community ge-
velopment programs for gay men, MSMs and people
with HIVIAIDS in the lawarra and South Coast regaon,
CSM also offers care and servicas from ACON lllawarra,

Siaf and wodurieers of AGCN Mawarrm o fale 1584

ACON Mid-North Coast

The Branch provides education programs o gay mean
and M5Ms and operatas a naedia and syringe excnange
Infarmaticn aboul HIVAAIDS Is available lrom the Branch,
and thay can make referrals to other services. The re-
gion servicad by ACON Mid-Monh Coasl, which is lo-
cated in Colfs Harbaur, extends from Red Rock (north
of Calls Harbour), south 1o Pad Macquarie and irdand
io Dorrigo. The Branch was established in July 1850,

ACON Northern Rivers

Through education and community development pro-
grams, he Branch provides specific suppon sarvices
1o, and advocacy for, people with HIVAAIDS, gay men
and MSMs. A vitamin service, needis and syNNge &x-
¢hange and resgurco sarvice aiso operate fram the
Branch, which s iocated in Lismore and sarnvices tha far
northem area al NSW, ACON Northern Rovers was es-
lablished in Novembar 1988
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Care, Housing and
Transport Unit (CHAT)

Commaunily Support Netwark (CSN)

Established o provide practical home cane for people
with HIV/AIDE, CEN held Its first Iraining course over g
decade aga in September 1884, CSN trains dedicaled
valuniears to provide senvices such as basic personal
care, cooking, cleaning, ironing, gardening, shopping
and pel care. Since March 1384 ACON has managed
ihe proviskon of services to clients and a Carefs Repre-
santativa Commiltes & raspansibia tar looking aftar tha
neads of carers. CSN also oparates from the Charles
Sireel office in Parramata and in the MNeweasile and
Wallongong branches,

Housing Project

ACON was first funded o provide accommodation serv-
ICES in January 1980, which included assisting clignts
& access priority public housing,; providing transler ad-
vice; and dealing with homelessness issues, private
rental and housing discrimination and harassment
Housing sanitss aiso administar houses and units for
clisnts who ane walting lor public housing.

Tiffv’s Transport

ACOMN has provided a ransport for over BOCO passen-
gers 1o hospltals, the PLWHA Luncheon Club and other
essential services. Tifly's Transpor has recenily under-
gone 8 majar révigw fo stréamiling its seérvice and is ba-
ing manjed with CSM ler a mare eficient and figxible
service provision

Charles Street,
Parramatta (Western
Sydney Unit)

The Weslern Sydney Unif of ACON was lormed in Sop-
fember 1982 to provide support and education services
i people with HW/AIDS, MEMs and gay men lving In
Sydney’s outer west,

CSN Western Svdney

Voluniser carers provide home care for people with HIVY
AIDS who Bve In the ouler westem subwbs and Blus
Mounfains. A full-tma worker coordinales fhe sarvica
with the assisfanca of volunlear olfice warkers.

(hutreach Education Praject

This Propect, which commencad in May 19388 & was onigl-
naly Based in the Sydney olfice, provides education &
sUpEan bo man who use "beals” - public places men mest
to have sex wilth other men - in 1he Sydney metropoditan
ared. Liaison with police and health care workers is also
part of the Ouireach Education Project’s work, Outreach
gducation i also conducted in gl ACON branches,




Wenrworth Area MSM Educator

In collaboration with the Wentworlh Araa Heallh Sany-
i€, the Waslemn Sydney Unit provides support, advo-
cacy and education services io non-gay identilying men
who have sex with other men. Services olered include
a regular drop-in suppaort group and phona ling,

Youth Peer Education Project (Fun and Esteem)
Tha Youth Peer Education Project provides services and
runs workshops for young gay men under 28 living in
the Wastern Suburbs. A newslefter, regular drop-in
groups and Start Making Sense workshops are some of
the activities offered by the Project.

Client Liaison and
Information Unit

Client Ligison Team

Ogerating the erganisation’s busy recaption and switch,
the Client Liaison team works wvery much on tha
‘lronting” of ACON. In addilion to referring clients 1o
appropriate progacts, services or extamal organisalions,
tha Team also makes appointments for the Counszaliars
and Housing Projact. It also runs the busy Vitamin and
Nutritional Supplemeants Service, which provides cost-
price products 10 people with HIV/AIDS, The Service
has been operating sinca March 1387

Information Services

Aiming 1o raige the profile and community awareness of
ACON sarvices, the Infarmation Team distributes re-
sources to a wide variety of individuals, organisations
and community groups, The Team also ensures that in-
ternal information exchange keeps stall and voluntears
informad af 1he arganisation’s activities.

Libirary

Tha ACON Library was set up in March 1990 and is one
af five libraries which form the NSW HIV/AIDS Library
Metwork, It spacialises in educalion, sacial and
psychosocial aspects of HIVIAIDS, legal issues and
treatmants. Books, journals, videos, newspaper clip-
pings. pamphiels and posters make up the collaction,
which to dale has over 4000 indexed amclas.

HIV Strategy and
Support Unit

Counsefling

ACON oifers a Irze and professional counselling serv-
jca- including a Spanish speaking counselor (Por Ia
Vida) - to anyone lving with or affected by HIV/AIDS.
The Counselling Team also conducts a support group
lar HIV negative partners of people with HIV,
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HIVIAIDS Legal Centre (HALC)

HALC started as a community legal service in August
1982, although several legal projecis have existed at
ACON since early 1988, It provides free advice and as-
sistance an all HIV related mattars, including diserimi-
nation and harassment, wills, superannuation, confidan-
tiality and employment. Although HALC empiloys cne
lagal offices, it is largely through the affons of volunieers
1hat the serice continues.

HIV Support

A large range of services specifically for HIV positive
pecple are ofiersd by this Project. Initially funded in May
1989, HIV Support conducts Information forums on a
number of ssues, ranging from the latest information
an treatments and drug trials to HIV positive sexuality
and internalicnal Iravel and runs regular SUppo groups
providing an opportunity lor people with HIV to exchange
experiances, discuss their neads and make contact with
oinar HIV positive people at a soclal level, The Project
also organises social activities such as weekand refreats
and barbecuas where HIV positive pecple can natwork
in a sale and comfortable enviranmen,

NSW Treatments Information Project

The Treatments Project monitors the wide range of treat-
ment issues which affect paople with HIVAAIDS and dis-
serminatas this informalion 1o other AGON projects and
direcily 1o HIV positive people. The Project also pro=
vides advecacy for the avallability of drugs and thera-
pies lor the positive community,

Pasitive Youth Projoct

This Project was only recently established 1o provide
sUppon and maal the specilic needs of young HIY posi-
tive gay men under Ihe age of 26. The Froject offers
ciosed support groups & information to its target group.

Organisational Services
Unit

Administration and Computer Support
Adminigiration provides intemnal suppod 1o the enling
organisation through provision of peity cash, stationery,
fles1 mainlenance and office equipmant maintenanco,
Computer support ncludes network maintenance, soft-
ware purchasing, desk top publishing and general com-
puter-related suppon o volunteers aind statt,

Finamce

The Finance Team oversees the smooth finandial run-
ning of the organisation and offers assistance to unit
and branch managers in supenvising project budgeis.

Human Resources
Tne Personne! Team are responsible for recruitmant
advertising. payrell, slafl records and offering assistance
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Io stafl in relation o employmen! practices and proce-
dures. Human resources also offer secrataral assist-
ance 1o the Joint Consultative Committes, a forum lor
staff feadback on isswes which allect the imemal opera-
tion of ACON, and participalas in the lormulation of per-
sonnel palicy and indusirial agreemenis,

Staff Training
The Staff Trainaer assists staff and volumesrs in meating
thia training and job developmeni needs of their projects,

Staff and Volunteer Counsellor

This position, created in 1920, provides professional
counselling to volunteers and staff with parsonal or wark-
relaled issues.

Volunteer Project

Since iis astablishmant ACON has refied on the valu-
able support of voluntesrs o carmy oul much af ifs work,
The Volurteer Project works to meel the neads of vol-
unteers across the organisation and to ensure that the
work they perform |3 appropriately recognized. The
Project also assists other ACON projects by providing
volunteers assistance when nasdad.

Peer Education Unit

Agian Project

A numbaor of support and referral services are offerad lo
Sydney's gay and asbian Asian community through this
project, which commanced in 1889, Thase includa Silk
Road, a social group lor gay and bisexual men which
provides a forum lor suppor and education; Supporting
Positive Asians, a group providing assistance 1o men
and women in tha Asian community affected by or living
wilh HIVIAIDS; and Yum Cha, a support group for HIV
positive Asians,

Mature Aped Gay Men's Project

Since October 1891, this Project has provided suppod,
education and advocacy lor gay man and MSM over
40, With its own stearing commilties, the Project under-
takes a wide range of activities including involvemeant in
community events, combaling agelsm and raising the
self-esteem of mature aged gay men.

Rural Praject

The Rural Project provides information and services 1o
people with HIWAIDS, gays and lesbians in couniry
MSW. It publishes a regular newslatiar, rural gaze, con-
dusis peer aducation iraining and assists peopla through

advacating for thair Aghts. The Project was established
i July 1988

Youth Peer Education Project {Fun & FEsteem)
Fun and Estesm has been providing support and infor-

mation senvicas to young gay men under the age of 26
since Septamber 1088. Ragular workshops and drop-in
groups are offered to people seeking new a social and
suppor network, and provide a forum for them o dis.
Cuss isswes such as sexuality , safe sex and sall-as.
team. Youth projects have also been established in the
Wleml:am Sydney Unit, Camgbelitown and the Biue Maoun-
1ains.

Policy and Women'’s
Unit

Women and AIDS Projeci

Providing a focus on woman's issues and resaurcing
other HIVIAIDS and women's health services, the
Wamen and AIDS Project also develops State-wide
educalion and policy on HIV related issuas which al-
{ect women, Tha Projact was initally funded in March
1888, but a Working Group was Initially established
in 1938,

Women's HIV Support Project

Incorporating Positive Women, this Project provides
women living with HIVIAIDS sale, confidential support
and rafarral on a non-judgemental basis. Support groups
and individual counseliing is offered by the Project, which
also produces resounces for HIV positive womaen, The

service has been oparafing since 1991,

Women Partners of Bisexual Men Project
Established in February 19093, this Project providas sug-
pon and advocacy for women whose male panners are
having sex with other men. Pegr support groups offar
the women partners a safe and fnendly anvironment in
which to meet. The Project has also produced resources
to provide sale sex information specifically for its targat
group.

Media Liaison

Established in February 1984, this position monitars
media coverage of HIVIAIDS issues and promoles
ACON's activities in both the mainstream and gay me-
dia. Funding lor the posilion is antirely lram non-gow-
ernmant sources and has ensured HIV/AIDS (and
ACON) has a much more proactive and respansible
media caveraga.

Paolicy Development

The Policy Davelopment Officer is active in formi-
lating a broad range ol ACON policies, ranging
from prisons to univarsal HIY fasting 1o euthana-
ala, Policy Developmant also regularly assists ex-
ternal organisations in formulating appropriate HIV/Y
AIDS policias.
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Sydney Gay Education
Unit

Campaign Planning

Originally known as tha Annual Campaign, this project
develops ACON's major education campaigns for the
Sydney gay community. Recently the focus of the posi-
ton has changed Irom an emphasis on one large-scale
campaign evary 12 months to a number of smaller cam-
paigns addrassing specific important issues alfecting gay
men's haalth,

Gy and Lesbian Infecting Drug Use Project
(GLIDUP)

Since it started in 1891, GLIDUP has addressad inject-
ing and drug issues through outreach to minimise the
Iransmission and impact of HIV on gay men and lashi-
ans who inpect.

Speak Easy (Venues Outreach)

Projact This Project conducts outreach education o gay
men in Sydney's innar- city gay venues to promate sala
@ ssues. The service it provides Is informal and ragu-
larly ralies on interesting and unique ways of reaching
13 largel audienca, such as the Safe Sex Siuts, a groups
of volunteers who hand out safe sex packs at g1y
dance parties and in venues. Speak Easy started in
October 1993,

Sydney Gay Men's Project

Since August 1993 the Sydney Gay Men's Project has
developed and implamentad workshops aiming to ad-
drass the needs of inner-Sydney gay men. The empha-
sis of the Project |s (o Improve self-asteam amongsl gay
men in relationships and negotiating safe sox,

Venues Liatson Project

This Project provides innar-city gay venues with ACON-
produced resources and supplies of condoms and Iu-
bricant to promele a sale sex culture amengst venue
patrons. Venues Liaison ancourages tho active invokve-
ment ol venue owners in the planning of ACON's edu-
cation sirategies.
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Media

* Thae Fun and Esteam Project was represented in a
Sydney Moming Herald arficie discussing coming out
and safe sax.

* Taikabout, the monthly publication of PLWHA (NSW),
consulled ACON's Aural Project for a special rural
edition.
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*  ACON liawama received tunding from the HIV Pre-
vantion Service for a HIV Community Developmant
Project. Tha new Project aimed 12 address the neads
of HIV positive peopla by fostering a sense of com-
Ny,

* In Newcastie, CSN conducted it's filth Carer's Train-
mg Program. The training was attended by 18 pec-
ple lrom tha Hunler region, Muswellbrock and the
Md-North Coast Branch, Over 120 people attended
tha fundraising avent "CSM Huntar Christmas in July”,
which was organised by CSN Hunier's Advisary Com-
mitted and TSN carers,

* ACON Northam Rivers hald the first of a sares of
luncnes for HIV positive people living in the Lismore
region. The wall attended event proved 1o be an af-
lective way fo develop support networks betwaen In-
dividusals.

= Following & report to the Cantral Coast Area Health
Sarvice, an addiional $4000 was aflocated to the
ACON Hunter Education Outrasch Project. The addiional
funds allowed the SENVICH 10 continue s work tergating
beats on the Central Coast for the rest of the AT,

Paolicy

* Australlan insurance companies began oflaring
vialicalion to thelr customers. A poputar practice in
the Linited Siates and the United Kingdom, viatication
aliows people 1o cash in thalr Iifa jnsurance policy
before they die lor 60-80% of the lump sum. ACON's
Legal Working Group and Pelicy Otficer drafted a
policy to assist peopie with HIWAIDS in gatting the
most from their life insurance policies.

* Together with PLWHA (NSW) and AFAQ, the AIDS
Council drafied a comprehensiva submission an the
relavance ol HWV/AIDS issues 1o the Imamational
Year ol the Family. The submission callad for alier-
native delnitions of Jamily”, whick HiV-aflecied com-
munities have helped developed,




Profect Activifies
= A TAFE student placed with the Womean and AIDS

Project produces two extensive bibliagraphies on
waorman and HIV imsues.

A scan of key stakeholders in the Rural Prodeci was
indtiated, Twenty seven in-deplh iImMeniews wergcon-
duciad, from which the feedback was incomporaied
inte project planning. The feedback was generally
positive and praised the Rural Projact for
*signposting” the needs of rural gay men and people
with HIV/AIDS and establishing ettective netwarks.

With tha growing demand for library services, a par-
manaent par-time library assistant was appointed. The
ACON Library now holds over 1250 books, 3850 in-
dexed aricles and 210 videos.

With a significant increasa In demand for ACON's
counselling service, a volunieer counselior was re-
cruited. With this recruitment proving successiul, a
policy 1o utilise more volunieer counsellors was pro-
posad and implemenied. A tralning and supanvision
program is curmently baing devised following a suc-
cesslul grant application and, when completed, |s
axpected to eveniually increase the number of ¢li-
ents the senice will be able to see from arcund 50
per woak 1o 150,

Conferences and Warkshops
*  Vivianne Munro, Women's HIV Support Officer, and

David Englebrechl, editor of the independent pulbli-
cation With Complemants, visited Chieng Mal in
nofdhern Thatand &l the imetation of the Nordham
AIDS Pravention and Care Program ta speak 1o HIV
posilive people and service providers on tha ben-
afits of allernative therapias and peer support.
Vivienna also aodressed the Widows Support Group,
which has cver 200 mambess,

Health workers from Madras, India visiled the Asian
Project to discuss ssues ol relevance o HIV pos:-
tive Asians, Tha Project workers were also imolved
in meatings with the Southem Area Health Service
and Royal Prince Alfred Hospital regarding HIV re-
lated saues for people of nar- English speaking back-
grounds.

+ The Wamen Partnars ol Bisexual Men Project em-

barked on & three month four of rural NEW to con-
duct workshops for health care workers, The tour
aimead lo widen the workers understanding of issues
canfronting women with bisexual pariners. The work-
shops have been lollewed up by a hall- yaarly nows-
witer, The Other Side of the Closet, which providas
an updala on the Project’s adivbes & relevant aficles.

ACOM esgucalion project workers attended a confar-
ence al Macguarie University which reporied on re-

cant findings from ha Social Aspacts of Prevantion
of AIDS (SAPA) Study. The Study has monlicred
sexual behaviour changes in gay men since 1986
and has proved valuable in providing ACON with the
nformation necessary 1o direct s educalion cam-
paigns 1o gay men.

Funding

The Pramier of NSW, John Fahey, approved £1.1
million for the refurbishmeni of a new ACON Sydney
oHice. The money, which was providad by tha Pre-
miler’s Depanmaeant, was provided 1o ralit the govem-
mant's Grain Handling Authority Building in Comman-
weaalth Sireat, Surry Hills. Mr Fahoy also agreed 1o
lease tha budiding 1o ACON lor fan years al tha pep-
percom rent of 51 & year,

= AUGUST -

Branches
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A saries of communily workshops wera conductad
by the Merthern Rivers Branch to discuss the luture
direction of its education program. Paaple living with
HIV/AIDS and community mambers were among
those whose comments and ideas were scught, One
issue which was identified by the consultation was
tha nead for a lesbian and gay phone suppor sery-
ice, which eventuated in the forming of a working
party (o plan its establishment.

CSM llawarra received funding for the first time:, The
service had been oparaling since 1983, and in the
ntarvaning five years had bean stalfed by dedicated
voluniears.

ACON Hunler was involved community consultation
planning for the HIV Mulbiculural Project which aimed
to raise HIVIAIDS issues amongst non- English speak-
ing communities in he Huntar region. The meating
afiracted key community ieaders and providad & frame-
work for an ongoing response fo HIV epidemic.




ACON lllawarra stafled an information stall at
Wallongong University's One World Expo, providing
safe sax and HIV rasources to students and stafl,

The Nawcastie premiere of The Sum of Us raised
$1200 for CSN Huntar. With limited funding provided
lor ACON branches, fundraising events such as these
are an important way of continuing the services they
provide.

ACON Northem Rivers was amongst a number of
community groups which commenced planning fora
gay and lasbian festival to be hald in October 1995,
The aim ol the festival will be to foster a sense of
price and community amengst Morth Coast lesbians
and gay men.

Policy

On behal! of AFAC and the Gay and Lesbian Rights
Lobby, ACON made a written and verbal submission
betore the Access to Justice Advisory Committes in
Canberra. The submission argued for funding of spe-
ciakst HIV legal sarvices and lor the remaval of laws
discriminatorny to same sex coupias.

Conferences and Workshops

The Fun and Esteem Project held at workshap at
the Studen! Represantatives Council State Confer-
ence. The workshaps provided an epponundy for the
Conference 1o leamn about the work of the Project,
as well as become mformed about lssues affecting
younp lesbians and gays.

ACON's Rural Project participated in the Anti-Dis-
crmination Board's Aural NSW Consullation Maat-
ing. The consuftation aimed to identily discdmina-
tian problems far people in country areas of the stata.

Tha 10th Imemational Conference on AIDS was hald
in Yokohama, Japan. The Asian Projact and Wom-

TSI THIE OgE L K
TWOMTEET i Tt THE )

e Tl i ot Tl
Y wk THELT 5 ]
i

8n's HIV Suppaort Project wara projects which par-
ficipated in the Conference.

New Resources

A serles of nine cartoons produced by artist lan
Barbour made up the first stage of the ACON Myihs
campaign, launched in August. Dealing with issues
4g varied as health mainenance through to sex for
HIV positive people, the campaign addressed com-
man myths in the gay community surraunding HIVY
AIDS and the dangers these myths presanted. The
canoons proved 1o be very popular, running for mare
than six months in the gay press.

Praject Activities
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Tifty's Transpor preduced fridge magnets for its oli-
ants and other sanvice providers. The large print mag-
nels, which provided the service's direct phone
number, were specially designed lo assist HIV posi-
thva people with datarcraling eyeasight,

A second full-fime Housing OMicar was appainted to
assisl with the increased client caseload being ex-
peranced oy ACON's accommodation servica,

The Oulreach Educalion Project, based in the
Parramatia office, complatad an eight month long
Sydney-wide mapping project. The exercisa idanti-
lied known public places men abtained sax with ather
men around Sydney and has greatly assisted the
Project expand s outreach abllities.

The Rural Project provided consultancy to the AIDS
Council of South Australia in the setting up of a local
progect. The model ACSA adopled was based on
that of the successtul NSW one of providing advo-
cacy and supper to PLWHA and gay men in iso-
laled areas of the State, The Rural project also con-
ducted oulreach in the Mid-Norh Coast and Norih-
arm Rivers reglons.

The ACON Housing Project was involved in the plan-
ning and cansu'tation procass of lhe BGF sub-com-
mittes on supporied accommodation.

The Spanish-speaking support project, Por la Vida,
continued o act as a resource and support base
tor Sparish people aflected by HIV/AIDS, With the
Project becoming increasingly well-known, other
health praviders ware making greater use of the
service. As part of the Counselling Team, the
project officer reqularly sees around 20 Latin-
American clients and also deals extensively with
their familins and friends, who arg aften the only
suppor for some clignts,

ACON Weslarn Sydney's MATES Project underwent
amajor revamp. This project, aimed at non-gay iden-
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tifying men who have sex with men, included a phong
Iine and support groups.

The Fun and Esteem Project found itsalf invalved in
an argument with a western Sydnay high school cver
the placement of its posters in the school. Some par-
enls and teachers balieved the posters “promoted
homosexuality”. The posters wera eventually ra-

C5N was awarded the Community Service Award af
ihe 1994 DIVA (Drag Industry Vanety Awards) for its
&fforts in providing practical home care and sUppori
o PLWHAs,

- SEPTEMBER -

Fundraising
*  Over $2200 was raised by the Women's Tearm at an

auction of woodcuns by artist Frans Ermengem, which
were donated by Greg Martin and the Bare Gallery
in Newtown,

Project Activities
* Inthe weeks proceding the Sleaze Ball, 18 of ACON's

Sale Sax Sluts conducted street and venue outreach
in the gay and lesbian community, handing out over
3500 condoms and dental dams. The Sale Sex Siuts
are a team of dadicated voluriteers wha provide HIV
education in a fun and interesting way. They are co-
crdinaled by the Speak Easy Project. Al the Party
the Sluts handed out over 15,000 condoms and den-
tal dams, while the GLIDUP stall - which providacd
informalien, condoems, tampons, band aids and, of
coursa, (il packs - again proved to be a valuable oui-
I for party goers,

Tha Wamen's Team held a *Scones and Dildo” (ast.
The popular afternoon aimed 1o promote sate sex
and sexuality lssues for women, ACON volunlbeers,
stall and visitors were Ireajed 1o champagne,
scones, party lood, a sex foy display, videos lor
women and speaches on the importance of tha work
ol the Team

The lirst liaison meeting batween the Oureach Edu-
calion Project and the police service took place. The
laisons are an atlempt 1o monitor police behaviour
and activities at Sydney beats.

The Vienues Liaison Project launched wall-sized -
rals by artist David McDiarmid at the Den and Ken's
of Kensington, two Sydney sex on premises venuos

Fainted in the slyla of McDiarmid's popular ACON
puster seres from 1582, the larger-than-life images
dopict sale sex in such venues,

 — —

Media

&

A media slorm erupted following the revelatian that
a HIV positive obstetrician had been delivaning ba-
bies at King George V Hospilal. ACON anlered tha
media fray following poor handling of the case by
the Chiel Medical Officer of the NSW Heaith Depan-
ment. The Council was highly critical of the Chiaf
Medical Officer and of the hysterical and alarmist
approach to the story by some of the madia.

“Healthy HIV Living in 805", a four page guide to
haalthy living for peopke with HIV, was included as a
coioured insart in the Sydney Star Obsenver Written
by the HIV Support Projact, the comprehensive guide
covered a wide mnge of lopics including complemen-
tary therapies and HIV, shopping for a doclor, dan-
lists and oral health, common oppartunistic infections,
recreational drug use and HIV, sieep, exarcise and
Austrition and sexual health for HIV positive P,

Conferences and Workshops

The Fun and Esteem Project conducted a workshop
with school counsellors on the Central Coast. The
workshop discussed issues confronted by gay youth,

The Rural Projact workers attended a Victorian Au-
ral HIVIAIDS Confarence in Castlemaine, Victaria,
Their attendance provided a valuable opporuniy to
network with other rural health workers from cutside
NSW,

The Astan Project took part in a Waorking with Men
workshop al the Family Planning Associaton, The
workshop developed strategies 1o educats men wha
have sex with other men. The Project also took part
in an 58S Committee Consultation, providing (he
Committea with information on HIVIAIDS issues ol
melévance fo peogle of non-English speaking back-
grounds.

Branches
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Koari workers from the HIV Prevention Service and
the Aboriginal Medical Service were provided with
space at ACON lllawarra In an effort ta make he
Branch more accessible o Koori cliants.

ACON Mid-North Coast's newsletter bacame oty
and took an a new format. Adicles in the newslattar
covar awide ranga of lopics of interest 1o the Branch's
clients, service users and ralated organisallons.

A community advartising campaign was developed
by the Hunter Branch. The campaign targeted at nsk
communities and provided infarmation about HIV
testing, the ACON “Myths" campaign, Fun and Es-
téem groups and peer education workshops. ACON
Hunter's profile as the only oureach testing venue -
which It operates from the Sexual Health Clinic at
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Royal Neweastle Hospital - was helghtened as the
resull of the advarlsamants,

A nawly formed Positive Well Being Fund held its
first fundraising event, a Bake ON, in Wollongong.
The lund can ba accessed by pecpie with HIV/AIDS
in the Ilawarra region,

ACON Mawsarra and the HIV Prevention Service pro-
vided education to Area Health workers in Ulladulla
on the south coast of NSW.

Thinty people took part in the first Posilive Men's Ra-
irgal held by ACON Nertham Rivers. The four day
ratreat included a vanaly of workshops dealing with
Issbes of interast to participants and proved Io be
Yery popular and successiul,

Oul Now, the Ilawarra Branch's youth project, held
s annual bike ride lor young gay men who access
the service. Tha Branch also held a successiul
fundraiser at Chequar's Nitespol, a leshian and gay
vanue in Wellengong.

New Resources
* Daing it Owselves: A Guida to Caring for Paapis with

HIVIAIDS &t Mome was launched at the State Library
by SBS nawsreader Mary Koslakidis. The 75 page
pook and audic tape interviewsd CSN homae carars
on their expedences of looking atter peaple with HIV/
AIDS ana provides important practical information
an homa care for PLWHAS.

The Waomen's HIV Suppart Team focus-testad tha
final version of My Sex, a new resource far HIV posi-
tve woman discussing sexuality issues. The brochure
was approved by the NSW AIDS Bureau loliowing
manths of negatiating over wording in the text which
suggested woman have sex withaut disclosing their
H1V siatus 1o pariners.

« OCTOBER -

Enterprise Agreement
*  ACDN stalf voted 1o adopt the new ACON Enterprise

Agreement. The agreement, devaloped by ACON
managemant and stalf, has subsaquently been usad
as & modal for other community organisations such
as Sydnay Gay and Lasblan Publishing, Sydney Gay
and Lesbian Mardi Gras, the Australian Federation
of AIDS Organisalions and Greenpeace Following
the adoption of the new agreamant, averny position
was reclassilied.

New Resources
= ACON launched Choosing fo Die, an informatian

booklet for people considering euthanasia and thosa
asked to assist, at the Fifth National Conference for
PLWHA_ Cne of tha few Australian resources avail-
able on the subject, Choosing fo Die axamined the
legal, political and social issues sumrounding eutha-
nasia. Following widespread media coveraga, the
initial print run o 500 copies ran out within & weak
and a further 1000 wera distributed almost as guickly.
The backlel proved fo be one of ACON's most sought
alter resources, with a varsion reproduced by the
Queansiand AIDS Councll. A second edition Wwas
printed in March 1835,

Cenferences and Workshops
= Woman's HIV Suppon Officer, Vivienna Munro, pire-

sented @ speech at the Conlerence of Churches in
Fili. In her speech Vivienns argued that it was es-
santal thal church workers provida information about
HIV and condoms to thelr parishionars.

Two workshops were conducted by the Fun and Es.
teem Project for HIV positive youth, Tha first wark-
Ehop used a discussion group modal, providing an
oppanunity for young HIV positive men to talk abow
their expanances, while the second was spacifically
lar recently diagnosed or seroconvered young gay
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man. The responsa o the workshops highfighted the
need for a new position dedicaled 1o addressing the

specific issues of HIV positive gay youth,

HIV pesitive stafl from ACON participated in the Fifih
Mational Conlerance of PLWHAs in Syaney. Organ-
ised by the Mational Association of People Living with
HIVIAIDS , tha three day conference held worshops
on a ranga of iBsues affecting HIV positive people
and providad &n opportunity for many 1o network with
others from around Australia. One of the major is-
sues arsing from the conlerence was the subject of
euthanasta and the right for people to refuse furthar
medical assistance,

Branches

Voluntears from ACOMN Hunter participated in frain-
ing woskshops for thi Sale Summer Safarn campaign,
The Satar, which proved 1o be a greal Success in
18983-84, travelled through NSW coastal areas tar-
geting surfies, youth and gay men. The volunieens
from tha Hunler Branch assisted the Salar on ils
Cantral Coast leg.

Over 32500 was raised by the Morhern Rivers
Branch's HIV Weallness Fund when 400 people at-
tendad the opening night of Priscifla Queen of the
Desert

ACOM Marthern Rivers gained reprasentation on a
naw leshian and gay polica consultative committes.
The commities was established to improve access
to police services by lesbians and gays (o police sary-
ices in tha Morhern Rivers region,

In a8 move 1o raise awaraness aboul HIV and sale
sax issuas, voluntears from the Hunter Branch al-
tended a number of venues in the Newcastia- Can-
tral Coas! area, ACON [Hawarra was extansivaly in-
valved in Wollongong Unlversity's Saxually Weak,
presenting talks and providing suppon and informa-
tion around HIV related issues, Tha Branch was also
invalved in the urfalding of the AIDS Memaoral Gl
at the Wollongong An Gallary.

Project Activities

The Counsalling Team devised a new suppar group
for HIY negalive parinars of HIV pasitive paople,
which received widespread communily suppor and
was well recaived by participants. Folowing the suc-
coss of the new group there was a larga numbar ol
anquines about Turther workshops,

The Asian Project was one of several ACON projects
which ook part in a Sydney conference on comestic
violence in gay and lesblan relptionships, The Project
prasented a paper on issues confronted by parinans
In such relalionships from non-English spesking
backgrounds.

Policy

Following a push by soma HIV researchers to in-
sligate universal antenaial testing on both prag-
nant women and new born babies, ACON's
Woman and AIDS Working Group revised and
updated its policy on this issue. The new policy
arguad il was unacceptable o test anyong wilh-
out pricr knowledge thal the test was going 1o be
conducted and thal HIV testing should only ever
lake place with Informed consent. It was lalar
adopted by AFAD's Women and AIDS Working
Group and was used as the basis for recommen-
dations to the NSW Ministerial Advisory Commit-
tee on AIDS Stralegy.

« NOVEMEBER -

Praject Activities
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With funding approved for a second project worker
for Waomen's HIV Suppart, ACON ‘was able o am-
ploy & second openly positive woman. The Project
held a dinner 10 provide & social space for posi-
five womean to meat and lind out moara about {5
work.

The Organisation Sarvices Unlf employed a part-ime
Computer Systems Support Officer to maintain
ACON's compuler network. The Sydney ollice alone
has over 70 computers and almost 100 users and
the system s an integral part of the organization’s
client sarvice delivery and information distnbution
nelwork.

The Fun and Esleam Project assisted in the astab-
lishmeant of a gay youth group in the Blue Mowntains.
A youll project worker was employed and 12 now
part ol the Youth Peer Education Team.

The Culregch Education Project was subsiantially
restructured with the establishment of a full-time co-
ardinalor position and three pant-time outreach wark-
ers, Project workers provide support and informa-
tion 1o MEM and gay men using beats in the Sydney
araa and lmise with health waorkars and police daal-
ing with baats.

The Aslan Project conducted a fraining session o
incorporate the use of volunteers in running the
project’s varous suppor groups. Like many AGON
projects. the Asian Project relies greatly on the
work of voluniears to continue its work effectively,
A program was implemented to provide ongoing
professional suparvision for AGON counsellors.
The program is monilored regulardy to ensure thai
{he supervision needs of the counsellors arg ap-
propriaialy mel.




Conferences and Workshops

* The annual ASHM (Austrakian Society of HIV Medi-
cine) Confeérence was held in Sydney, with several
ACON project workers in attendance. Following in-
formation on MAC prophylaxis presented at the con-
lerence, the HIV Support Project approached the
ACON axecutive to successfully lobby far Rifabutin
io bacome available in Sydney.

*  Owver 20 men from rural NSW allended a Pear Edy-
calion Training Workshop conducied by the Rural
Project in Sydney. The PET workshops assist in de-
veloping networks among gay man in country areas
and trains parficipants 10 undertake social activities
in their ragions.

* The Women and AIDS Projct 1ook part in a Seaxual-
ity and Development Conferance conducled by the
Linivarsity of Sydney.

Branches

= A six week culreach project conducted jointly by
ACON Mid-MNorth Coast and the Sex Warkers
Outreach Project {SWOP) reached sex industry wark-
ers in the Cotts Harbour region.

* ACON Hunter volunteers, stall and CSN carers par-
ticipated in the creation of an AIDS Memorial Garden
n the grounds of Newcastle's John Hunter Hospital.

* The last of a saries ol workshops were hald for the
Hunter HIV communily lor designing and creating
ranals for the National Quilt Project. The workshops
wera pant ol an ongoing support project by CSN
Humiter for people experiencing loss and grief through
HIV/AIDS.

* ACON lltawarra held a successiul Melbourne Gup

Day barbecue for peapla living with HIV/AIDS at the
Jamberco Hotel. Cul Now, the llawarra Branch's
young gay men's group, ook par in a Thank You
Party for HIV educators which was held by the re-
glion's HIV Prevention Semvics,

In an affort to target peopie in rural areas, the Hunter
Branch conducted a series of street displaye to raise
awareness of tha services available to people living
with or alfacted by HIV/AIDS. Towns visded by the
display included Mailland, Cassnock and Singleton.

Media
* “Fucking Without Condoms”, a media inser! included

in the Sydney Star Observer, heraldad a major
change in ACON's approach to sale sex education
directed towards gay men. The insert moved away
from the “sale sex every time" massage which had
predominaled since the 19805 and for the first time
discussed the issue of negatiated salety, an acknow-
adgment that many gay men choose not to use con-
doms with regular pariners, The new education ap-
proach, tha first of its kind in the world, created sub-
stantial controversy in the mainstream press,
arcused inerest in the intermational gay press and
etimulated debate about the use ol condoms in the
Sydney gay community.

Svdney Office

Alter almost live years in the Goulburn Street
premises and fwo years in the Oxford Streat office,
the AIDS Council moved 1o its new premises at 9
Commonwealth Street in Surny Hills. The new office
encouraged more of a focus on client neads and
servicas, something which had proved problematic
in the old offices,
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Art

+  The exhibition Don't Leave Me This Way: Arf in the
Apge of AIDS opened at the National Galery of Aus-
tralia in Canberra. Included in the exhibition wene a
number of ACON's education and support campaign
pasters from the past decade, as well as self portrait
ir lakex, an ACON-sponsored costume created by
Sydney antisl Brenton Heath-Keir.

- DECEMBER -

Project Activities

« Az part of the new-look MATES Project, the Wiastam
Sydney Unit started a phona line affering informa-
tion and support 1o men who have sex with other
-4

«  Ower 200 volunteer carers attended the CSN Christ-
rmas Party held at Betty's Soup Kilchen, while a simi-
lar number of guests attended ACON's Saturnala
Party 1o be enteriained by the glamorous Beverly's
Cavalcade of Beauties, Both end-of-year celebrations
proviced an oppariunity for the organisations 1o thank
ihe committees, siafl and countless carers and val-
untears for the hard work achieved throughout 1994,

+ The Rural Project conducted outreach on the NSW
Far South Coast. The trip included mealings wilh
haalth cana workars in Narooma and extensive work
at regional beats,

« ACON projects were invalved in Warld AIDS Day ac-
tivities, including Counteraid in the City and
Parramatta. Positive Women spent the day at
Mullawa Prison for a third consecutive year, where
the Mullawa AIDS Committee had raised aver $1000.

Media

« Streetwize Comics interviewed GLIDUP clients 1o col-
lect background information for a special issue on
intravenous drug use.

Postfive Women 't Retreal

v Tharty HIV positivie women and their families atienced
the third Positive Women retreat. The weekend was
spenl swimming, horse riding and planning for the
Second Mational Conference of Positive Women. For
the first time alternative therapists were available over
the course af the waekand.

Branches

* World AIDS Day activities ware underaken by ail
ACON branches. In Wellongong, an ACON lllawarra
stall 281 up at Weollongong Mall was well received by
the public. The Hunter Branch coordinated several
gvenis, including a Quilt display {including a dedica-

tion of four new panels and the presentation of 13
panels from the Hunter HIV community), an AIDS
meamorial service, sirest displays in Newcasile and
contributing articles for the local media. In Coffs Har-
bour, World AIDS Day saw the opening of a Memg-
rial Gardan for people who have died of HIV/AIDS
relaled ilinesses. ACOM Morfhem Rivers sold Red
Ribbons at stalls, schools and health agencies lo-
cafted throughout the Branch's ragion. Intariews with
HIY positive pecple in the local press proved 1o be
affactiva in raising HIV related issues in the Morh-
&rmn Rivers region.

The Worthem Rivers Branch held ils annual general
meeting, electing a new 20-member advisory board.

A working party was formed between ACCOM lllawarra
and local lesblan and gay community groups to pro-
duce an lawarra float lor the Sydney Gay and Les-
bian Mardi Gras.,

Both houses run by ACON Northam Rivers weara oc-
cupied. The housing scheme assisis clients needing
shor-term accommodation.

Twenty participants completed an eight week irain-
Ing coursa to provida information and community edu-
cation on HIV and homophobia conducted by the
Morthern Rivers Branch.

ACOM and C5M Humer relocated to itz new premises
al 13-15 Watl Streat in MNewcastle,

« JANUARY -

Policy

Following years of lobbying by ACON and othar
groups, compulsory HIV tasting in NSW prisons was
stopped, replaced with a voluntary scheme. ACON
has atways argued that not only was compulsery lest-
ing an unnecessary inlrusion on prsoners’ rights,
was also a waste of scarce dellars. Paricipating in
the framing of the new palicy, the Council advocated
that prisoners were enlitled o appropriate infarma-
tion 1o allow them to decide for themselvas whather
ar niot 1o be tesied.

As part of the ACON Strategic Plan, a full-scale re-
view of the organisation’s Gay Men's Education Strat-
egy began, the first since 1987. The new sirategy is
to due to be finished by September 1985,

Salary Packaging
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Salary packaging for senior positions in ACON was
introduced, The new system enabled tha organisa-
fion to offer comparable market rates wilkin fusding
limits and saving around $190,000 per annum.




Projeci Activities

* The Women Parners’ of Bisaxual Men and Women
and AIDS Projects began work on a “Trus!” campaign,
Entitlied So when do we slop using condoms?, the
g2t of leaflets and postamns will discuss issues of sexual
behaviour for women having sex with men. The cam-
paign is due 10 be launched in Septamber 1895, with
the new resource ta be distributed throughout NSW.

* GLIDUP commenced a senes of network meetings
with the NSW Users and AIDS Association (NUAA)
Io discuss injecting drug issues.

* A commuter vehicla with special modifications was
purchased by Tifty's Transpart. The modifications in-
cluded a fold down step and hand rails which greaily
assiated HIV positve people with mability difficulties

Branches

* The Hunter Branch implemented its 1995/98 Hurter
HIVIAIDS Awareness Campaign. Target groups in-
cluded gay men, gay men coming oul, other
homasaxually active men and people fiving with HIV/
AIDS and their partners. As part of the campaign,
the Hunter Outreach Project widened its service pro-
vision ta include male and female sex workers, Addi-
ionaily, ather health service providers accessed by
Ihe targe! groups were provided with information re-
garding issues such as discrimination, HIV sensiliv-
ity and privacy,

* The first drop-in groups and peer education work-
shops for 1885 were held at ACON Hunter. Opan to
all ages, Iha participation rate increased in the new
yearover 1894 from an average of 14 to an average
of 25 each group

* Alraining and development visit to Malbourma over
the Australia Day fong weekand was conducted by
all ACON/CSN Huntar projact stafl. The successfyl
Iraining included a visit 1o the Victorian AIDS Council
to meet counselling and educatan stall, the Positive
Living Cenire and the opening of the new National
Quilt Project workshops at Fairfield Hospial.

Palice in the Lismone district were pravidad with train-
ing by ACON Northern Rivers. The workshops cov-
enad homophabia, the role of ACON and the role of
the gay and lesbian police consultative committee.
Further lraining needs specifically on HIV issues ware
also identified from tha traiming.

ACON llfawarra formad “The Club”, a suppon group
for HIV positive people in the llawarra region.

The Mig-North Coast Branch launched a “coasters”
campaign in local holels and clubs. The drink coast-
ers encouraged condom usage and HIV testing.

Media

Treatment access once again bacame a major fo-
cus alter a padiod of dormancy, lollowing controversy
over the Faderal Health Minister's failure to Bpprove
the drug Rifabutin for release in Australia befora she
went on holidays. ACON, AFAD and PLWHA groups
maved quickly with an effective madia campaign and
emargency public meeling criticising Dr Lawrance,
who inlerruptad har hokday to approve the drug. As
a result of the Rifabutin activity, ACON's Treatmants
Woarking Group was revitaksed and played a loading
role in a saries of frealmant issues over the next few
manths.

GLIDUF project workers ware interviewed on 2-
SER's Gaywaves program about the Project’s
Neadlelest. Held in February, Needlelest was a fo-
rum for users focusing on sale Injecting rituals and
pear educalion,

ACON's Por la Vida counsabor was Interviewsd in
Spanish on Radio Austral and SBS about HIV/AIDS
relaled issues lor Spanish Ausiralians,

An innovative seres of three advertisements were
placed in gay communily newspapars promoting the
Speak Easy Project and asking for valunieers to halp
canducl cutraach,

New Rexonrces
* The satond stage of the Myths Campaign was

taunched by Paul O'Grady MLC. As with the cartoons
aunched In August 1894, the three new posters by
arist Andrew Thomas Clark addressed common
myths related to HIV/AIDS. The posters were col-
ourful eamputer stylised images leaturing well known
Sydney gay communily identifies.

Por la Vida distributed ovar 2000 1295 calendars,
congom packs and promotional cands throughout the
Spansh speaking community, including busingsses,
clubs and medical centres, Several national day cal-
abrations were aiso targstaed.
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« FEBERUARY -

Branches

Following the model of tha Sydney Fun and Esteam
Project, ACON Nornthemn Rivers set up a suppon
group for young gay men under 26, Twao Jobskill train-
aas were empioyed to establish the praject, with 1he
assistance of 1he Sydney-based projecl.

Maonthly police gay and lesbian kaison meatings warn
astablished in Colls Harbour. The meelings almead
to improva relationships batween the two parties,

Sale Sex Shis from ihe llawarra Branch stormed
local venwes in the weeks belore Mardi Gras, hand-
ing out condoms and providing sala sex information
Cut Mow, the lllawarra young gay man's group, pro-
vidad antaralnment al an allemate Mardl Gras cel-
abraticn.

Az par ol a reciprocal ofentation program, the Humter
Branch mat with Aboriginal health workers from the
Hunter and nodhem raglons of MSW, ACON Hunt-
er's participation, arranged through the Area Health
Senvices HIV/AIDS Coordinator, raised isswes asound
aboriginal people lving with HIV/AIDS, noma sup-
pori and care, support and sarvice lor lesbian and
gay koors and improving ACCess 10 S8rvices,

A sex worker outraach project was funded in a pan-
narshap bebwoeen the Norherm Rivers Branch, the Sex
Warkers Outreach Project in Sydney and Public
Haaith Northam Rivers. A warker was appoinied 12
conduct & needs assessmeant, contacl sex Wworkers
in the Morthern Rivers region and assisting them 1o
cantact local worker-friendly health services.

ACOM and CSN Nawarma produced the lirst adition
ol its combined newsleller The Beacon, which pro-
vided HIV and lesbian and gay news and informa-
tion for the llewarra community.

COwver 100 people from mare than 30 community of-
ganisations altended the official opening of he new
ACONCSN Hunter premises and rededication ol s
senvices. The avant notably increased the profile of
the Branch, recaived axcellent leedback from guasts
and enhanced and inltlated networking with olher
organizalions.

ACON Mid-Marth Coast receivad funding for a fixed
term Care and Support Coordination Project to de-
tarming the suppor needs of peopla lving with HIVY
AIDS in the Colfs Harbour region. ACON Hunler par-
ticipated in Mewcastle Univarsity’s oriantation week
at the inwitation of the gay and lesbian group on 1he
campus. A seres of “courtyard” addresses and dis-
plays were held by the Branch, with over 1200 stu-
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dents talking to stalf and volunteers on the stalls,

Swidney Office

MEW Pramiar, Mr John Fahay, officially opened the
new ACON pramises at 8 Commonwaalth Straat, A
the launch Mr Fahey praised the work of ihe Council
and the response to the apidemic by tha gay and
wmshian commumty, bul refused 1o commit his o
amment to reforms of euthanasia and gay relation-
ships,

Superannuation

HESTA, tha suparannuation fund covering AIDS
councll emplovess around Australia, announced 1hat
naw HIV positive stalf would not be entitled to dis-
abity and death cover insurance, Tha suddan an-
nouncement caught ACON and AFAC by sunprise
and caused concem that it would impeda AIDS coun-
cits” anliity to attract HIV positive stafl to positions
Megotiations o find a solution to the Impasse are
condinuing

Praject Activities

Im the week prigr to the Mardi Gras parade and party,
Sale Sex Shuts distribuied over 4000 sale packs (o
pegple in Sydney's busy lesbian and gay venues.
The Rura! Projoct also had a busy lead up to Mardi




Gras with organising media publicity for the involve-
ment of rural groups in the parade, and conducting a
secial avent for rural lesbians and gay man coming

te Sydnay.

* ACON voluntears and staff tock pad in a range of
Mardi Gras avents, including the aver popular Fair
Day, whare ACON's Safe Sax Zone stall won “Bast

tair" at the Mardi Gras awards in May, The Wom-
en's Project, Positive Woman and the Fun and Es-
leam Project also organisad Fair Day stalls, GLIDUP
held a two day Needlefest, a forum lor lesbian and
gay injecting drug users

*  With the increasing mumber of new resourcas and
articles caming into the Library each month, a regu-
‘ar "What's New" list is circulaled on the e-mall sys-
iem in the Sydney office, with hard copies baing sent
io all hranches,

* GLIDUP autreach workers commencad a Threa-
manth program visiting gay and lesbian venuas on
Owlord Street o delerming tha axtent people wers
Infacting in the venues, whar thay were gatting their
syringes from and where they were disposing them.
With the information gleanad fram this exercise, tha
Project aimed to provide a more focussed sanice

*  Incorjunclion with staff from the HIV Supper Project,
the Rural Project conducted an outreach trip to
Goulbum, Wagga Wagga and Griffith.

* ThaAnrnual Campaign launched its Sydney Safa Sax
Zone campaign. The new campalgn largeled with-
drawal (pulling oul before cumming) as an unsale
sax pracice and the affects of drugs and alcohal on
safe sex behaviour. T- shifs, stickers, posiers ano
ads in the local gay press ware all included n tha
campagn. The model used inthe poster, Paul Yaager,
weani on 1o be a finalist in Australian Women's Forum
Man of the Year contast afier been spotted In the
#COM posier!

1

|

Tha Women's HIV Support Project, in association
wilh CLASH (Collective Lobby for HIV/AIDS Suppont
for Heterosaxualks), hald a Harbour Cruise for -
tive women, CLASH members and their childran,

Client accassibiiity 1o the Counsslling Service was
improved with a revision of the appoinimant Syslam,
A new cliant booking schedule was designed and
implamanied in conjunction with the Clhant Ligison
Team 1o accommedate the need for urgent appeint-
mens and to ensure 8 counsellor was available for
“walk-in" clients, Following client feedback, counsel-
ling appoiniments ware made availabla outside work-
ing hours, in the évenings and on Saturdays.

Conferences and Workshops

Sixtean volunteers attended tha pilot Speak Easy Vol
unieer Training Course, The intensive three-night
coursa focused on HIV/AIDS issues, communication
skilte and community development. After complating
their training. the volunteers proved a valuable as-
sat lo the Projec!, visiting gay community venues with
sate sex information and ACON ressurces.

The Second National Conference of Positive Women
was held in Lana Cove, Sydney. ACON's Women's
Team was instrumental in organising the Conlerence,
including assisting with transportation for 74 partici-
pams and [heir chiidren, |uggling media, child care
and support care for conferance attendess. Tha for-
matian of & National Network of Positive Waman re-
sulted from the three day conlerence.

New Resources
* The Parramatta office bagan focus testing of eary

drafts of & pamphlet for beal users from non-E nglish
speawng bacsground or with low lileracy skills, The
new resource will provide basic materlal about safe
Sex and where 10 oblain further information. A new
sticker and advertisement aimad at man who have
sex with men was also produced by the Outreach
Education Project,

DAK 50|
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The Lizard Lounge cockiall bar was the venue for
tha lanch of the Lesblan Sex Booklsl, an informa-
tion resource for women who have sex with women.
The booklet was the first comprehensive lesbian re-
sourca in ten years of the epidemic and proved to be
immensely popular, with 12,000 coplas already dis-
tnbuted ocally, nationally and infemationally and a
sacond prinl run in progress. |t also received planty
ol media attention, pariculary amang consarvative
commentators who claimed it was an aulrageous
wasie of monay.

Frontitne, ACON's quarterly news publication, was
ravived after a four year hiatus, The new infarmation
rasource promodes & range of activities and initla-
tives undanaken across the arganisaton and pro-
vidas an important information conduit for its mam-
bears.

ACON 10th Anniversary

L

ACON marked its 10th anniversary with tha publica-
thon of Strengthening the Communify; ACON and the
HIV Epidamic in NSW, a booklet highlighling key
events in the history of the HIV epidemic in NSW
and Australia. The bookdet s one of the lew résources
which chards the communiy and polilical rasponss
to HIV/AIDS,

Fundraising

Ower 51000 was raised following ar ar auction al
TAP Gablery of work by local painter John Douglas.
The procesds of the auction wenl 1o the Community
Support Nabwork

= MARCH -

Mardi Gras

The manth of March started with the Mardi Gras Pa-
rade and Parly. To mark 10 years of providing care,
praveniative aducation and suppor, ACON and Mardi
Gras joined logether 1o craata 1he *10 Years On, Stll

Fighting AIDS" floal for the Perade. Over 100 people
paricipaled in the float, which consisted ol a one mile
high spatlight beam travaeling up Dxdord Streat with
paricipanis drassed in red surrounding 1, playing in-
struments and dancing. The thame was both a re-
membrance of people who have died fram AIDS re-
lafed illnesses and an acknowledgment of ACON's
work over the past ten years. The Women's Team
and Pozitive Wamen also entared the Parade with
thie entry of two glamorous cadillacs, while over 100
carars marched inthe parade behind the CSM ban-
nar. Al the Party, GLIDUP voluntaars and stall ran
the now-gstablished Informalion Slall and Needle
Exchange, The Venues Liaison Project was busy
ensuring beth the Showgrounds and recovary ven-
ues ware wall stocked with condoms, dams and HIV
information, white the Sale Sex Sluts handed out a
record 20,000 sale packs and 5000 dam packs.

NSW Election Campaign

With the NSW Siate election balng held at tha and of
the month, ACOM sant lellers [0 key candidatas 1o
ascarain whara they sicod on 11 key HIVIAIDS is-
sues. Tha results were published in the Sydney Star
Observer to let the community know the position of
tha panias in thase amas. The strategy proved suc-
ceasiul as | committed paliticians 1o a writhen policy
posiion.

Media

“The Rural Reality”™, an aricle in the Spdney Morming
Herald about the issues tacing lesbians and gay men
in rural NSW, prominently featured the Rural project
and its work. The important profile was one of the
few mainstream press featunes on the unigue expe-
riences of tha rural gay community.

Praject Activilies
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The firs! meeting of the new Venue Cwners Waorking
Group took place. The guarierly meelings provided
gay community venue gwners the opporunity 1o in-
crease their input into ACON's education and
outreach sirategles.

ACON's ibrary service was advertised in Talkabout,
increasing its profile amangst HIV posiive sanvice
USETE,

The Rural Project was imvoived in the Sydnay Les-
bian and Gay Roadshow al Parramatta and Mew-
caslle. The Roadshow is a collaboration of govern-
mant and community based organisations esiab-
lished by Ihe Anti-Discrimination Board in 1884, 0t
aimg 1o sirengthen lesbian, gay, iransgendar and HIW
AIDS networks throughou! MSW and to foster closar
relabonships belween city-based groups, emnices
and sennce providers and thosae n regicnal areds.
The Bural Project also collaborated with 1he weasienm
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NSW Regional AIDS Coordinalor on a submission
1o organige a rural HIVIAIDS conlerance.

The Woman's Taam and GLIDUP were involved in
Internalional Women's Day, with HIV positive women
participating in the annual march.

C5N's computer roster program was greatly im-
proved, anhancing fexibility and ease of access 1o
client files.

Two additional properies ware added to the Hous-
ing Project’s register. increasing the number of me-
dium term houses administered by ACON io saven,

An extensive review of Titfy's Transport was under-
taken lo detarmine how the service operaled, The
review mcommendad the use of taxi transpon as a
prefarad option o the Tiffy's vahicles - clients woulkd
be given a PIN number they quote when caliing cabs
lor visits 1o hospitals, HIV services, GPs and the
PLWHA Luncheon Club - aliowing greater access and
fiexibility. The number of vehicles used by the Trans-
port Service was reduced to one as a result of this
recommindation, with the employment of two driv-
ars. A second recommendation from the repor was
the merging of TiMy's with CSN, thereby enhancing
client sarvicas.

TOGETHER W BELONG

=]
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New Resources

Three full colourad postcands were produced by the
Asian Project promating its social and suppon groups,
Asian gay pride and visibility, safe sex and a sense
of belonging lo a community. The posteards ware
distributed to gay venues and service providers in
MEW, interstate and overseas.

The Women Partners of Bisexual Man Project com-
manced work on a training package for health care
workers on the issues relevant 1o women parners
and man who have sex with men. The package in-
cludad a bookial and video, with the video deveiopad
wih the assistance of producers from the ABC pra-
gram GP

The Counselling Team developed a pamphlet folliowe-
ing an increase In the number of clients accessing
the sarvice, The pamgphist is to be distributed fo mad-
cal practitionars, clinics and relevant agencies by the
end of 18485,

Branches

ACON lliawarra sel up a working group to provide
sexual haalth education to GPs in the Branch's area.
Tha new Intiative aimed to assist doctors become
Mmore aware and senstive when dealing with issues
of sex, sexuakty and HIV/AIDS.

ACON Moriham Rivers provided training to staff of
Lismore Zity Councll Parks and Gardens in conjung-
tion with local needls oxchange sanices. The work-
shops covered values and attitudes, as well as warksr
safety and information an HIV transmission,

Outreach services to the Munwillumbah-Tweed dis-
trict were startad by the Norham Rivers Branch, Staf
are available in the local community at & designateq
lime, providing suppont, running a vitamin and nutri-
tional supplement service, assisting clients access
the Bobby Goldsmith Foundation and providing HIV/
AIDS information.

The llawarma Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras fioat was
a very successiul community development projac,
oringing new faces to ACON/CSN Illawarma and unit-
ing many groups and individuals from the Wollengang
region,

AHIV Community Devalopment Needs Assessment
began in the lllawarra Branch, The assessment almed
1o idenfily the services HIV positive people required
in the Wollangong region and which of these sery-
icas ACON Ilawarra could provide,

Arrangements for community groups 1o access
ACON Hunter sremises were lormalised, Sarvices
and groups using ihe resources of the Braneh -
clude the Gay and Lesbian Informaticn Suppon Sany-
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ice, Hunler Lasbian and Gay Inferagency, Hunter
Area Sexual Health Clinic, Sex Workers Outreach
Project, Lesbian Support Group and the Mewcastle
University Gay and Lesblan Asseclation

More than 70 pecple attended a successtu’ lunch al
the Lismore Club held by ACON Morthem Rivers
The lunch promoled the Branch's activities in the lo-
cal community,

Conferences and Workshops

Ll

The Sevanth Ghobal Metwark of HIV Positive People
Confarance was held in Capetown, South Africa, with
HIV positive staff from ACON participating in the get
iogether. HIV Support workers addreszed the Cone
ference on HIV positive sexuality issues, while
Vivienna Munro of the Woman's HIV Suppor Project
was re-alacted as a key contact for the Asla-Pacific
region at the Pre-Conference of Intamational Com-
munity ol Women.

+ APRIL -

Praject Activifies

Following a significant increass [n requesis from wni-
versibes and cobeges for student placamenis, tha
Counseling Team recogniszed the need lor a policy
regarding the recruitmant, onantation and supars-
gion of such placements. Alex Sosnov, a social worker
who had previously spent a paricd of time on a siu-
dant placemant with ACON, was employed as ona
of three part-time counseallors, reflecting the success-
ful usa ol the scheme.

The Western Sydnay Unll started an cn-godng sup-
port group fer non-gay idantifying men who have sax
with men, The group provides pear suppord and an
opportunity for men to share expariances and regu-
lady aliracis an average ol 15 paricipants each maei-

ing.

The Rural Project conducied extensive oulreach trips
to the Mid-Morth Coast, Northam Rivers and New
England, as well as parlicipaling in Gay and Lesbian
Esteam workshops conducted in Dubbo and Mudgee.
The outreach frips inciudad liaisan with paopie with
HIV/AIDS, gay and lesbian groups and health care
wiarkars,

A Parmmmatta branch of PFLAG (Parents and Friends
of Lesbians and Gays) was also established by the
Fun and Esteam Project in Westem Sydnay, promod-
ing suppor for relatives of young lesbians and gays
in the cuterwas! matropolitan area.

The ACOMN Library took on a stndent placement, al-
kowing if o creale a delabase o perigdical titles and

updale its lists for GRATIS, the health libraries net-
work,

Yum Cha, a peer suppord group for HIV positive
Asians, conducted a weekend retreat lor participants.
Tha eanlerencs explerad cultural and spintual Issues
related o HIV/AAIDS,

The Annual Campaign was réstructured and renamed
Campaign Planning. Mo longer locusing on one large
annual project, its new brigf was 1o run 8 seties of
campalgns throughou! the year, targeting high prior-
iy issLas.

Fundraising

The fifth lcons for ACON fundraiser, a tribute to
Barbie, raised over 51000 for the ACCON Vitamin and
Multritional Supplement Service. A number ol
fundraising events such as the successiul lcon sa-
rigs made it possibla for the Sarvice 1o subsidisa HIV
positive people on soclal security bemelits wian pur-
chasing some of the more axpensive products avall-
abla.

Conferences and Workshops
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The Regional Otrecior of the Department of Hous-
ing, Jennifer Waslacoll, meat wilh sarvice providars
and people with HIVAAIDS in tha first HIV/AIDS Hous-
ing Farum, The maeting provided an oppounity o
discuss accommodation ssues of relevance to HIV
positive paople.

The Weslern Sydney Fun and Esieem Project took
par in & conlerence on homephobia in the Biue
Mouniains, which included ssues related fo lesbian
and gay youth.

Two forums wara hald by the Asian Project which
aimad to identity contamporary issues confronling
the gay Astan sammunity. Thesa included racsm and
intfernakised racism; the nead for more gutreach lo
people expenencing difficulties with the English lan-
guage; salf-asteem; and how Asian gay men are

i}
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parceved in ha wider gay community. The first fo-
rurm identified 1hese issuas, whila the second pro-
vided participanis wilh an opporunity to suggest
projects and ideas which would address the issues.

Branches

ACOM Mid-Morth Coast conducted a comprehensive
training program on HIV fransmission and lesbkan
and gay issues lor lelephone counseliors of Coffs
Harbour Lifalineg, The training provided an opportu-
nity for the counsallors 1o learn about the specific
problams 1hey may encounter when working in these
areas.

ACON lkawaira held s annual general maating, with
reqional members voting for the largast advsany com-
mittea in the Branch's history. The Branch also com-
bined the outraach and education positions inlo the
one MENMGay Community Developmeant Project. The
new project has been conducling & needs asseEss-
mant of tha lilawarsa lesbian and gay community and
docurmenting a comprehensive resource listing for
the Branch,

Lecal HIV positive people and CERNACOMN lllawarra
attended the Area Health Consume: Participaiion Fa-
rum,

CSM lltawarra esiablished a local chapier of tha Cuill
Project

A register of user friendly complamentary therapsts
in the MNorhem Rivers area, accessible to clients,
was developed by a voluntear with ACON Mortharn
Hivars.

The Northemn Rivers Branch conducled outraach in
tha Casino region, contacting local agencies io pro-
vide them with information about ACCHN and gather-
ing leedback as 1o how ACON can mosi appropn-
ately deliver sarvices,

The Gay and Lasbian Roadshow travelled o the
HNarthem RAivars, whers over 100 people. attended
workshiops and social events providing a high profile
for iesbians and gays in the region

ACON Morhern Rivers trained over 20 volunleers
far its buddy program. The participants of the pro-
gram provide emotional and practical sugport to peg-
ple living with HIVIAIDS.

A HIV Crientation Weekend was held by ACON
MNortham Rivars 1o provide education and informea-
fion 1o the general community, and 1o recrult morne
volumtaers to tha Branch.

« MAY -

New Resources
L]

The firat lssue of Barfy, the Speak Easy Project's
naw publication, was distributed. Produced entirely
by the voluntears, Banly included articies which ra-
flected Sydney's venue culture. Over 3000 coples
wire handed out al most inner city gay venues.

A naw S&M Dyke poster and fisting pack were
launched by GLIDUP at the Leather Pride Fair. The
raw resources promoled sale behaviour for leshi-
ans angaging i S&M activities

Tha Qutreach Education Project produced thae first
issue of Beats Project Live, a resourcs which aims
to prowide reguiar updates and news aboul the work
of the Project.

A par-lime coordinator was appointed to establish
Screamline, a peer suppor telephone sarvice for
positive women around NSW. Tha Project was
funded by tha AIDS Trust of Australia and auspiced
by ACOM. Threa openty HIV positive woman wera
naw working for ACOMN,

== SOREAMLINE

M 1800 630 075

C anferences and Workshops
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The CSN Coordinator addressed the Banevolent So-
chaty of NEW Vialuntears Lunch as a keynole spaaker,
lalking about the CSN module of volunteer caring
and answerning questions about HIV/AIDS.

Anumber of ACON projecis panicipated inthe AFAD
Mational Gay Educators Confarance in Sydney, The
Caonfersnca provided an oppontunity for exchanging
information and ideas with projects from other States

The 2010 Young Lesbians Group was addmssed by
GLIDUP in a workshop discusaing sale injecting and
safe se

The Fun and Esteem Projact revised the negoliated
safety section of its Stant Making Sanse workshops,
making it more relevant to recant changes in educa-
tion sirategies. The revised section has proved popu-
lar and inlormative tor workshop paricipants.
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Vivierine Munre, Women's HIV Suppart Cfficer, was
arepresentative of the Asia-Pacilic region on the Stra-
tegic Planning Committee for tha development of UN
AIDS. The Committea meet In New Delhl, India.

Branches
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ACON Ilawarra supported Wollongang Univarsily's
AIDS Awareness Week with lalks, resources and an
information stall. As a result of ACON IRawarra's HIV
Community Development Needs Assessmant the
llawarra Positive Space Project was established. The
naw Froject aimad to provide people with HIV/AIDS
a venue where they could network with others who
warg HIV positiva in a conflidential, relaxed Epace,

The CSN lllawarra Coominator and a volunteer carer
organised Wallengong's AIDS Gandialight Memarial,
The event was well attendad by & cross-section of
the genaral community.

AGay. Lesbian & Quaer Network was established in
tha lllawarra, including represantation from ACGON
Iiwarra,

Care and Supporl volunieers with the Mid-Narth
Ceast Branch complated an intensive training pro-
gram 1o provide peopla with HIV/AIDS in Kempsey
and Port Macquarie with home based suppon.

The 1985 AIDS Candislight Vigil, sponscred by
ACON/CSN Hunter, was hald in Newcastle with a
march from King Edward Park to Chris! Church Ca-
thedral. The vigl will now become an annual event
with different venues selecied aach year on a rota-
fional basis.

ACON Hunter's Education Outreach Strategy was
expanoed to include outreach to gay identified and
oifier homosexually active men in nightelubs and
hatels, in addition to beal locations. Qutreach con-
ducted by the Branch refies greailty on a team of
trained volunteers.

Qutreach sarvices provided by ACON Narthem Riv-
Bs wale extended to the Byron Shira, where thera
was a graat deal of enthusiasm for the development
of a local drop-in space

A new drop-in space was crealed at ACON Morthern
Rivers and was launchad with a lunch atended by
over 30 peaple, including representatives from com-
munity ageancies.

Valuntear outreach workars gathered miarmalion
from agencias in the Kyogle region to asceriain what
sarvices ACON Northam Rivers could offar,

In associaton with the Queensland AIDS Council, the
Northam Rivers Branch appointed a worker 1o liaise
with MSM in the Tweed Valley-Gold Coast region

Ca

ndlelight

Over 12,000 pecple participated in the AIDS Car-
dislight Mamarial held in Sydney. The annual event,
which recaived widespread media COverage, pro-
vides an opporunity for the community to remembar
those who have been lost to us throughout the epi-
damig,

Project Activities

Fourteen participants completed the ninth BET (Pear
Educalion Training) workshep conductsd by the Ru-
ral Project. The PET workshops train participants to
WOIK in social groups and develop networks 2mOng
gay men and people with HIV/AIDS in rural areas,

ACON ran a Sydney Safe Sax Zone stall at the an-
nual Leather Pride Fair. GLIDUP also ran a popular
stall lealuring a reconditioned Hadey Davidson mao-
torbike emblazoned with sale injecting, sex and tal-
tooing. ACON was also visible al the Inguisition Party
which wrapped up Leather Pride Waek with the Sala
Sex Sluts distributing safe packs and GLIDUP run-
ning a needie and syringe exchangs.

The HIV Health Maintenance Education Officer,
Stephen Gallagher, underook a placement with four
North American AIDS arganisations to Study thajr
health maintenance programs and workshops.

The Aslan Project uncenwent a major changea in fhe
airecticns of 15 service delivery following a reassess-
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ment of itz prigrities. A guastionnaing was distribuied
ta the Praject's clients ta determine their suppar and
educational needs. Almast hall tha peaple survayed
had a primary Inlerest in aitending social aclivities
putside existing venues, and a significant 34% con-
sidered the Project's workshops on issues such as
gsex and relationships beneficial, Almost half of 1he
respondanis saw the Project as a place they could
obtain assislance lor issues such as racism and com-
ing out o Thair family.

»  Through tha NSW HIVFAIDS Library Melwork data-
baga, all ACON Library records were loaded onbo
the Commonwaalh Healh Depariments CD-Ram
database, Healthrom. The ACON Library speclalises
in education, social and psychosocial aspects of HiVY
AIDS, podicy, legal and treatmant ssues,

# A regular Friday drop-in for HIV positive clienis was
establishad inthe Parramatia office, The drop-in aims
to assist paople with HIVAAIDS ving in the Wastem
Suburtys with their support and educational needs.
The Western Sydney Unit also established a social
committes for its Fun and Esteam Project, as well as
a social group in Panrith.

» An extensive telaphone survey was conducted by
the Fun and Ezteem Project to delerming how, why
and where young gay men were (or were not) ac-
cessing the sanvice. The survay aimad 1o delerming
the effactiveness of current services and what new
senvices are required by young gay men under 26.
The results of the survey will be publicised in late
1935

#  Funding was secured for two family support workers
basad within the Women's Team. The Family Sup-
por Policy Oficer, lunded for one year, will be re-
sponsible for the implementalion of a collaborative
model of sarvies provisicn for tamilies affected by
HIY. The sacond position, a Liaison Officer, will be
rasponsibie for recruiting, raining and matching res-
pita and loster carers and linking them with appro-
priate agencies.

Media

« The ACON Library was featured in "Mastenng the
Maza®, a National AIDS Bulielin aricle on the NSW
HIW/AIDS Library Matwork.

Superannualion

+ Following HESTA Superannuation’s refusal 1o cover
new HIV positive emplovees, the AIDS Council and
Endeavour Cradit Linion established a Disability Rie-
tiremeant Benefit Schema, Through the scheme, peo-
pla retiring for disabdlity reasons wou'd be provided
with a bridging Ioan while they wait fior their insur-
ance payoul to be approved,

Policy

The Legal Working Group organised its annual fo-
rum for Law Weak. In 1825 the lorum was produced
INc conuncton with the Australian Drug Law Relorm
Foundation an “Drug Law Reform in the Age of AIDS",
Held at the NSW Parliament, speakers examined
possible law reform under the Carr Labor Govem-
mant. A pricnty issue was the decriminalisation of
cannabis use and possibly stronger drugs.

ACON's extensive range of policies became more
accessible to the public. Folders consolideting the
organisation's major policies are nol frealy available
fram the Sydney office and all branches,

= JUNE -

Fundraising

ACON's annual Hand in Hand Parly af the Hordem
Pavilion raised 240,000, The avent | the Council's
makor non-government fundraiser, with $12,000 dis-
bursed to a numbar of community organisations in-
cluding BGF, Sanford House and the lllawerra Posi-
live Space Project.

Praject Activities
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The Women's HIV Suppon Project began oufreach
to Newcasile and Westem Sydney on a regular ba-
5i5. Wisiting drop-in groups and arganising mestings.

The Fun and Esleem Projoct issuad a survay to
gchood counsellors 1o detarming how ragulany thay
deal with gay studenis and the extent of homophobia
i metropelitan Sydnay high schools. The survey was
followed up by an Information pack on workshops
dealing with homophobia and gay students.

An agreement was reached with MSW police lar
guidelinas on beals policing instruction. The agrae-
meni, the wark of ACON Commities members and
the Qutreach Education Project, aimed o minimise
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harassment of baat users through ensuring that po-
lice manitoring beat activity acted in an appropriate
MaAnnar,

The Woman and AIDS Project received danations of
prints from the National Gallery of Australia, Ant Gal-
lary of NEW and Museum of Conlemparary Art. IKEA
Fumiture also donated S3000 worth of affice fumni-
tura to tha Project, which has bean used o furmnish
the mesaling rooms in the Commonwealth Streat of-
fics,

GLIDUP's Positive Injectors Stearing Committae
planned the setting up of a suppon group lor HIV
positive lesbian and gay injecting drug users. The
groups am o provide an opportunity for participants
to network and obtain peer supper. The first maat-
ing of tha newly tormed Positive Injectors Groups
took place al the end of the manth,

A revamped CSN Facilitator Training Course was
conductad in Sydney, with attandance by volumear
carers from CSN Sydney and CSN lilawarra and
NorthAIDS, In the same month CSN completed ils
10:60th training course,

Policy

L]
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With the successful and historical refarmation of eu-
thanasia law in the Northem Tarritary still prominent
In tha mainsiream and gay media, ACON launchad
fis Vioduntary Euthanasia Bill following maonths of in-
ionza Dahind the scanes work. The aim of the ACON
Bill was o provide an example framework for possi-
ble NSW Government legistation and also provided
clear tarms  for the eulhanasia debate. Since its
lnunch, which alirected a great deal of media attan-
tion - the Mawarma Marcury went so far as io usa the
headline “AIDS Council pushes kill billI" - ACOM has
bean promating thie Bill extensivaly in forums up and
down the State and has attracted interest from the
HIV community, other community groups., individu-
als, State politicians and health care professionals.
An Euthanasia Resource Cenire has also been as-
tablished within the Sydney office for media and
mambers of the public seeking information on the
issua,

Affirmative Action

A Steering Group was established to oversee the
development and implemantation of an Aftirmative
Action Program for Women, as required by law. The
Program will examine workplace issues which affect
women amployees of ACON, who make up 47% of
he tolal staff.

ACON's Recruitment and Selection Palicy and Pro-
ceduras were extensively revised 1o reflect leg/sla-
Iive and industrial changes. Tha new policy rostates

ACON's commitment to extemal recrulimant and
fransparent public processas.

Branches

* A care and suppor training course was conducied
for velunieers in 1he Murwillumbah-Tweed area by
the Northarn Rivers branch, Ten people participated
in the training, wilh six being placed as buddses for
chants in the ragisn.

* One of he houses rented by ACON Morthem Rivars
from the Deparimant of Housing was convered 1o
operale as a mulli-purpose positive living cenire lar
the Branch's clients. The diraction of services 1o be
provided by the new cenire are determined by the
clients themsohves.

* Tha ACON Northemn Rivers Advisary Committea. wal-
unieers and stalf hald a successful planning day to
detarming the Branch's direction and setting pros-
ties lor the next six months,

* Speakers’ Bumeau training was conducted by the
Northem Rivers Branch 1o develop a core of volun-
teers able 10 provide community information and re-
spond fo requests from COMMmunity agencees,

* The Voluntear Team of the Hunter Branch ran the ini-
tial raining for the development of a general team of
voluntaers and volunieer positions with specific job de-
scrptions. The Volunteer Team has been responsible
for the success of the Venue Outreach Program tar-
geting gay and lasbian communitias with safe sex
massages, diserimination and privacy issues, positive
haalth issues and awareness of availabla sarvices,




ACOM Hunter sponsared four participanis to the
Have Your Say: Sexuality and Yauth Forum 1985 held
in Malbouma, Tha hwo males and o females rep-
ressanied a cross sachion ol peaple involved in Hunfer
community groups and crjansations, Feedback from
the paricipanis indicaled that the Forum was a worth-
while and valuable informalion axchangs.

ACON Hunler stafl altended training fora needie and
syringe exchange oullat conducted by the Hunter
Cantre lor Healh Advancemant, With the comple-
fian ol thia iraining, the Branch will be able to Broaden
its services o inciude an exchange program,

Sixiean new caners wena irained by the CSM Hunter
Coordinalors ovar an intensive iwo-weaekend course
Tha efforts of these carers and the dedicaticon of ex-
=iing carers completing 12 moniths of service was
recognisad at a traditional “graduation dinner” an the
final evaning of the coursa,

Two villas were purchased by ACON Mid-Norh Coast
for shod-lerm accommodation for paople with HIVY
AIDS, through The Department of Housing.

The ACONM llawarra Quireach Project began wark
on a beats policy for voluntesrs and staff.

New Rexources
* The Wesiern Sydney Fun and Esteam Project as.

tablished Ouf Wes! Extra, a new publication for young
gay men under 26 living in the Westem Subuwbs,

The Spaak Easy Project produced a saries of arotic
“cruize cards” for innar-city gay venues, The camds,
which gay man can use (o swap names and phons
numbers, also serve a practical functian by encour-
aging discussion and nagotiation of sexuality and sale
sax, Controversy caused by the preduction of simi-

M

lar cands in two other stales was nol repaaled in NSW
- 22,000 cards wene taken from 12 venues in the first
fhrea weaks of their releasal

edia
The Women and AIDS Project contributed articles 1o
the National AIDS Bulletin discussing HIV issues
which most alfect womsn.

The recent refocussing of 1he Asian Project’s work
received attention from the gay press, with the Syd-
ney Star Qbserver publishing an aficle on its serv-
ices, The article highlighted the successiul outreach
work provided to the Asian gay community.

GLIDUP contributed an article to rural gaze, the pub-
lication o ACON's Rural Project, which discussed
injecting drig uss in rural areas of NSW.

Canferences and Werkshops

L

The Rural Project successiully applied for funding
tar & Rural HAVAIDS Conference. A part-time project
officer will bé employed to coordinate the organisa-
tion of the conleranca.

The Asian Project held its first workshop on relation-
ships running owver thrad nights. The new workshop
mtfdressed specitic cultisral i85ues which affect Asian
gay men in ralationships, such as stereatyping, im-
migration, imbalances of pawer and communication
problems arising from culiural dfference as well as
general safe sex and sexuallty issues.

The Housing Project presented a talk on housing is-
sues lor peopla with dementla at the AIDS Damantia
Complex and HIV Relaled Psychiatric Conditions
Education Program, held at Sacred Heart Hospice.
CSN also presentad a paper on home care for cli-
15 with demantia at the meeting,
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GENERAL
SNAPSHOT 1994-95

Much of the work ACON projects and branches un-
dertake is part of regular ongeing programs. In addi-
tion to the events and achievemants listed In the chro-
nology, an enormous amount of activity continues
through caring for people with HIV/AIDS, assisting
clients, running workshops and support groups, vol-
unteer work and conducting outreach. Below is a
snapshot of some of the remarkable enengy that staff
and volunteers have expended in the past 12 months
helping ACON achieve its mission of bringing the
AIDS crisis to an end, Special thanks must go to the
countless volunteers who have helpad the branches
and projects undertake their wark.

Counselling

The Counselling Team underiook 1680 face-to-face
sessions and took over 300 telephone counselling
calls.

CSN

CSN Sydney experienced a 38% increass in total
care hours in the past 12 months and a 34% Increase
in shifts.

Direct care hours: 26,302 (18,887 for 83/93)
Mumber of shifts filled: 9699 (8357)

Numnber of clients cared for: 525 (480)

11 training courses were held, from which 140 new
carers were added to CSMN's wolunteer base.

Fun and Esteem

17 Start Making Sense Workshops conducted by the
Youth Peer Education Project with a total of 140 par-
ticipants. 22 forinightly drop-in groups with a total
attendance of over 450 young gay men under 26.
103 requests for infarmation from young men fram
Sydney, interstate and overseas. Over 985 volun-
teer hours contnibuted to the Project, primarily through
wiorkshop facilitation.

HIV Living

114 participants teok part in 11 tan week HIV peer
support groups. A further 22 participants atlended
two lang term survivor groups which also ran for ten
weeks. A HIV Peer Suppont Facilitator Training at-
tracted 23 volunteers from Sydney, New England and
the lllawarra. 312 people paricipated in 14 HIV Liv-
ing “lormation Forums. 241 HIV positive people
enjoyed two community-funded barbecuas. 820 drop-
in clients were assisted by the HIV Suppont Officars
and the HIV Health Maintenance Education Officer.
A further 27 home visits were also conductad.

Housing
* The month of May 1995 provides an idea of the

—_—
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caseload the Housing Project deals with each manth,
76 new phone enquiries

55 appointments

27 drop-in clients

24 tenams in seven ACON houses

Hunter Branch
* C5N Hunter averaged 1568 direct care hours each

manth over the past 12 months, In June, an incrad-
ible 2184 hours of care was provided to pecple with
HIVIAIDS in the Hunter region,

Mawarra Branch
* C3N lllawarra has provided home care 1o over 70

people with HIV/AIDS and thelr significant others with
51 carers presenily on its registar.

In its busiest month, CSN llawarra complated 125
shifts with only 39 carers. A total of 3674 hours of
caring was achiaved

The Speakers' Bureau addressed aver 3000 individy-
als on HIVAIDS issues, ranging from school sty-
dents to health profassionals.

Over $2000 worth of lubricant was sold to local sex
worker businesses.

Qut Now, ACON lllawarra's youth suppert project,
has continued to thrive complataly through the effon
of dedicated volunteers.

Mature Aged Gay Men’s Project
* 2000 attendances at the twice-monthly maeatings

5000 newsiatiers were distributed 1o the Project's par-
ticipants

1500 telephone anquiries were laken by the Projact
coordinator and voluniears

A recent survey has shown that 85% of MAG mem-
bers congider it to be the most important support
systam in their lives,

Volundeer MAG participants continued to be aclively
involved in community work throughout the year, in-
cluding Camp Goodtime, the Paediatric AIDS ward
of Prince of Wales Hospital and PLWHA dinners a
Hedfiran Hall.

Mid-North Coast Branch
* Four fundraisers netted aver $7500 for ACON Mid-

North Coast. The branch is the busiest needle and
synnge exchange outlet in the lezal Area Health re-
gion.

Resources and publications
* Tens of thousands of the following naw publications

and resources were distributed to ACON clients,
members, voluntears and service users over the pasi
12 mgnths,

Wastern Sydney services poster and pamphlet
Agian Projact postcands
The Beacon: ACON Ilawarra's newslatter




Barfly Sydnay Safe Sax Zone {-shirts, stickers and poslers

Beats Project Live Viek! Virus
Choosing fo Die: A bookial for people considering
g:jaﬂn:ih and those asked fo azsisi Safe Sex Packs
Y Ews ) = Over 100,000 safe sex packs - which include con-
m’f;ﬂy ITEEJ gﬂfﬂﬂh'ﬂ-'-"tﬂ'um' to canng for peopie with doms, lubricant and dental dams - wera distributed
i In venues, special avenis and major dance paries
FE:; Eﬂ; ot In Sydney alone. Again, it was largely through the
Gey Ma s Echicanior Siriin affor of large numbers of volunteers preparing the
acks and handi istrib-
1 S B £ s Eted. anding tham out that they ware distrib
MAG News
My Sex T
. Famspert
hs &l tcards
h;umm;z_':;fa gn pos and posters = Titfy's Transpon made a tota! number of 3485 jour-
Poxr T Vida calendiais Rid aards neys throughout 1994/95. 3535 journeys were
Bural Gaag booked, 2083 of which were used,
Screamling poster
S&M Dyke posters Rural Project |
Silk Road Newsletter Speak Easy Cruise Cards * This map of NE‘H gives an indication ol the areas
Strengthening the Community: ACON and the HIV ihe Rura! Project has covered in providing support
Epidarmic in NSW and education in rural areas.
HORTHERMN
m l n RIVERS
L
A
ORANA & FAR WEST e, ACON
. MID-NORTH
..,- COAST
Broker Hil|
A CION wunrer
I e e i
Y¢S5 N SYDNEY &
SOUTH EET o -...Q.g.:—,.—u...t,i_ h,! PARRAMATTA

it A CON wawarra

T e =

B N5W towns whens
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TEN YEARS ON:

ACON’S AND THE HIV EPIDEMIC NSW

In February 1385 1he 2105 Council marked ils 10l
¥AAM A5 a community odsad organitaten providing
odugalicn, suopor, tare and Afvocacy SErices 10
Eoopc with MIVAAIDS and a2 Bromd range ol chaer
SOPIGR NSNS,

A plblic et g was callad in 1205 1o discrss how the
Sydney nay commundy might robilse and seardirpse
it5 raspOnsa L bne grwana arisis . AL thas fiene dhere worn
Lgdenbiliod cases of AIDS inAustralia, @ was ‘rom this
masting tha; the AINFE Coungil of MSW was formedd. s
Trat funding - 514,300 Iram 1he Gay Mart Gias A5s-
cation (a5 il was e krcwn) -was megied in the same
manth,

ACON was fonmod by the esteahzhral of a Mermoor-
ahip orgamsatoan (ke Counzil] incorporatng the A0S
Achon Conmittae ard tha AIDE Learnieg Exsharga ang
e Aflilnaticn with it af ihe otber four earranurity ongani-
udlvars ardady working on AIDS jssues {Commurity
Znppan Notwaik; Booby Geldsmith Feuasatan; the
sher} Gay Counsalling Service; ard tho &178 Counse -
Ing Jervice (laler to becoma Anxa il

ACON's growth

I b fen years of its geistencan, ATCN hay gaown to
Lovonse e of the a-gest non-gowver nment organema.
hens In MEW. From March 1285, when i -ecgived 13
brst governnenl furding frem ihe Commonsealih Goy-
grnmazd ($74,000 dor a cogrdingtor and =t lor g smal,
cifice i Sary Hiils). it now sporales wehin an arnyal
hi.dgat of approximatedy 55.5 mehon, with offices in 5iy
oAl around the State.

RMCOINE growth hae relleciad the spead withwhign Ibg
HIGAIDS wpidemic has grown n Ausiralia. In aodifien
b prgpnddirg senices spaciiogily oe people with SV
AIDE ant educlon aod infonmatior a0 a Braadar a aoi-
erie., ACCOMN Pas ales played a puctal rolo as one ol the
cauntw's leadug AIDS grouns, koth al the Siate znd
Fodoral ol

In Iy 19688 ACON opered its Hunmer Branch in Mow-
c451 0, the fiest brancin guisice of metrepaiian Syorey,
The secend Branch, in Lismane, glso commensed in
1386, follaweed by 17E llawarra Branclyin July 1985 and
e MiR=Math Coast Brancnoan Jaly < 939C, Inlae 1332
ACON Sydriey opered an offics it Blackiow, Western
Sydie  which moved ta Farramatia n Navemoor | Y5%
Asrass e Slale. AGDMN now e dps aeoand 1248 s1a
roliheee, aboul 21 2rg par-lima poseisas 21 inval s
rre thar G0 SChun wall 7005 At any ane Hme. AL
A H0 BISRHES e oW ar e Outreack Pro ecl (S0P
a7d gpedates the lnans al and aerscrnel oper -0 4s of
FLAYHA MW I,

ACC Srrgn] Ragorl = one 26—

| TN O THER: rr:H.Tﬂ-. 'H"I“

ACON T oales 0 oy sndnane In M3

in Febraany 1095 0008 proguced Blenguiaaning the Cany
el ACON 20 s 1 eoimanss e WS e masl copk
Freehienmem fecord s BT el e orpanisatidn 15 e

ACON hag pradusad @ wide vankly of pxsts
Qe lan paar meiony




Significant
achievements

In all thrge arpas of its wors - lobby'ng. cdusatian and
cupport - &S0 can ol cradd ar S0 rarrarkatle
achkievemearts. These insiude

Folick devalopment and Lagotiating with
FUeCrReNrs”

ACCN has playad a persuasva e al poln e Swale
ang Fodmat level, ercguraging governmel 10 adep
Constnesl ve, comenuen lyv-Fousses. man-discreminasoery
pakiws and adequale unding.

&IV Suppore:

Cur HIY sapparnt pregram Pas beaa pvela n bails-
irg pride and providing skt and & wa.ce lor pea.
p e owilk BIVMAAIDS Tarough suppe- growps, social
£vares and inmlo-mation dissemination, MV Sunpart
as azs sted aver 2000 poop o nocoming 10 larmes
wiith therr HIV 5!latas

Campaighs for Sydues's gay comnre rity:

Sinoe 1T ACON 123 Sandue1es majes edusatac
CAMza gQre 1o @ncaurdge Swlney’s Gay conmunity o
oractae sale 50 and seaatan [haer healh, Jriginal by
prnatily girned at HIN rogative gay e, ke cam-
paigys changed arocoAngly a5 1ha HIY cemmonily
Licarre mete gpra Pecenidy ACOY qunched 1he
Gay Wen's Educei on Siralegy. wh oh 2reasen aclear
el ol pbieclivas ineddaeating 1he gay Scnmu ity amnd
re-enobas sed 1he aranizatar's sounihnernl to ils
G TMUnity.

Fregrorenes advosad g

Bince AXT becAm& AVREIAD® N the USH n 1986, ACOMN
hiar BAen at the Aomfront of HIV realneenls aouctacy
Trirough public meEeling s, ¢ MEenSatsns 203 oressre
ur govermnment, 1he Gunck has groyicod ladersiupon
e HIV cameunlly [or eariy aucoss o drogs.

Services far women.

Apar from the Three prejecis which sgeolics Iy sar-
Qal the newsds of weren sreond HIY asare g5 we]]
an wrivid ng supran for HIV positive wermen, obar
AGON services sunh as TSN, counsalll-g ard e
Ciay amd Lesbian Injecting Orug Use Preoocl Fave
sty their client 0ase o Dacorm e ear 110 Jsive
o WomEn's need s,

Supporitig the SV aid gay and leslian

ikl i)

Fasognising that 5o '-gstecm plays w cracal role n
heally manEnance fnd pEcols b WY, ard encogr-
aces & steang esklan and g2y comenu it AZCR sl
aang shondhy (ushened corenunity developmant, 505

parmed leqisAtive cange ard coalneted Sison ninalion
where 1ezisis. Theoagh i propaets and act itias, ACGK
haLe il paryac A direst PAr O ratdesiog MUV ard gay
ard ks pride.

Challenges

The wvey nalu~ 2F e Ausiratian HIY egidemic has
mesnl At fram it nginmngs. ASON has oporale
under very velatila congificds. Apart feam Fovng B een:
linually sentend wilh (Chieg verel coTsarvativa e smanls
irn the grRoasal commondy 296 ie 178 palieat anem, e
voluntears, staf acd Coammilee o ACOR Mgt cose
oaify with ne real 1 17wl niny of ou- frisnds a2nd sups
Earlers conlingg o Qi (L] oF Arg fd Inrgﬁr will: as. Tlis
Alone makgs werking intie MIVAIDS fielr 8 ey 30
ol and ehallenging tass,

Tite complex issues S50rouading HIYALIS nagwn
shanged enarmamsly sinze 1985 and continn iAo so.
ACON has a ways atlenpeid o foreses these changws
ard o plan for then One wity il hag dong thiz is through
slrategic planning In 19573, ACOM Eogar planmag 2 |
VEAM Alrdleqy fadapied o Aprd 1934). whign sels out
Slrategis chjeclvgs inf fne Sex1 few vears.

want leddsack ang anmdinre ab ACON'S wac dnane wizkn
" glrected sormmneines Rgs alea islungrced the arggrL:
saucrrg eflerts 12 bring tha AINE Crisis 1o anend. [hare
wro a1y slakehalores with differirg meads and views,
ACOM eohLEE 10 mEgt 38 Many A5 we can will) oo
SOUrGes flratcned acrosk & ey wide range of programs
aned sepnces, Qe very difigull dec sicns ahon e
hes hioee o be made,

Looking to the future

What AGOH was se1 a2 e 1905 10e commuomy did nod
EXEEEL L Wil roed i last 1an yeufs, We haped - 210
expaniad- vl es (o e lgune wikin tive yesrs  [hs-
appoelioy news o devolzpereonls e Sreatmeanis aad
WAL LA The RRIdassic wll probably b with us
“rer At leasr arather tan years.

The comenurly necds 12 remam mebdizes avd man
ERin COnfIgeEnen moaur Al iy o ed he criss. oS visal
Fhatwe nalrian ke ke louedations ol dar response.
= ety rolilisatioa

« fll participansn By aeaple wlh HIY

= Aaenizabe] AIDE lunding

Thuse need 1o be cemenled 0 governmee palicy
Wirdagk the adeplion o 4 TRird Maficnal Stralogy:

= An Ariarerss & Do Baener

AN Annadl Fepon  Bindte Y se———r—



COMMITTEE

S AND STAFF

Limeieitiee af Conncil

* PFresidaent:
r Miga. Frasident:
« Sgcralary:
» TroaSUrer:
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« FLWHA
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Counseling
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S omine Wales
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Cnns Harden
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» Freasorar:
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Wagna Baker
Girahars Davis
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Aober Bull
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Sraav Cody
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Hil Heking
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¢ Executive Birector:
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Execulve Secratany:
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Faul Kneer
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Aaldy Gaardiralsr:
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» TragaLror:
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Stephen Pl
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Haunier Branch

« Manager!
CounselanEdwaater
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AFFILIATE'S REPORT:

HOBBY GOLDSMITH FOUNDATION

Tl Gabbey Galdsoith Foundat on Bas hac an &xtiung
YRAT SRCLNNG 3 praaciy o7 its new saapansd Fowsng
gralect. oralon ol this prepeny 10 lowed o moel 12
et ns of sEarghing for ar appropeaie Sk, The pregect
well provide ten sel-coniza ned eng Ledisom aparmens
lar neaple wrh agvanced W disease who feed sup
peart D mEMIiEE SR ngepe radencs.

Ihe prasct camre abod fo lowirg o zoes e begues? 1o
BOF ol $500,000 bo be ure d o house ooople =nin 8105,
Tine MSW Departyrert 9 HoosAg bas mane than
matzngd this amacnt, and the Surey Fills property is
ancat b he refurnis=ed 1ol owing the 1ecent aspreval o
cur develaoment g pplication by 5o Sydnay Caangi
" Doeeadment of Health bay prévides 323,000 1o-
ward e refurbishment and The grejeet, which brings
the tptal ougget tp gwar S2 o, Crens shauld ke
able 1o zecormmodate the apareeenle n 19856 and ne-
cotiaton for ongaong iaanca; sudpa from ke Dooot
mens o Bealtk is aontinaend,

BGF has continued 1o provide Imsansial wss sl e e
prRaple witt aceansed HY dgeass god 12 nseeasingly
playing @ rele o spmoering oeapa heag Cueeles U Sy
ny MGIRCPa ian arzad. Thad supaol s provaded cirasily
And Zisa theoach the ACGH h-anched, wihars geac work:
iy relal anships ars develapirng,

Junng ke wear encirg oo ber 1994, BGS prayged
cogr SA56, 000 0 hrar-Sial Suapadt g rmmntsing a s ge
pocl of Fovssbold aps] A ces 4G BCwprren] weoanhog
provided on oar weodur clhieats, The eryamsation on
werad e an afhhancn with g FLWHA Lumsnean © ub
PSS gy peovide: adomensiratien aprsianzo o drs
mpLrkirl serize,

B Mzlloy repioseniy] BOsk ar Ihe ACCH Carmitns
shroagh: gl st ol e wear and was nar reEaced oy
alvinnig Crouks, whe cotvenegs boin e BGE - laws ny
ChirAl B o s oo e SO OSSR oo M
sapclitan Cormaanity Chorgn, PLAHS (W5W) angd a
maen D of Peght Gare prawidens and Commarely ropeg-
Al il on ke ese SR corrmillens

For Wenien with HY cond A5

Py Sex s ihe ooy Ausialian resgurce o gisngss
SENUAN S50l for HVY posilivE woneng
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TREASURER'S REPORT

keast of ACON 5 funis wars &gain darved (rom grams
fram the NEW gavernrmedl and othe- badies.
Fundiars fg egemd nerdnsod Suring this fiqan al year.,

BN fiedroes waare dormaled Thes yei- by tha move
b Cormonsealih Siraet and our proviou s acsomeg-
cobnn prapinwg, Far pad o thi vear, we were stil’ oz-
cugyng 1wd separate provlses cGey bomm St and Ox-
ford 36 We wore never fully tungded for the Oxtond S
proruges  Tha rental was bavore] owr bBydgel gag run-
rung w0 Ecepiions also alded [ twe costs, I maving
ceult fad rnakioguod eaprer sty en otk proparias wee
abowee whal ned bean Dadgetsd. We ave bean sped
by the owar o Gaulour 51, despite Faving spent
S0 3,080 On e raegead there. Hopslu Iy tha!t matier
wrll b Apsslved sheth

Coarurtrweailh SLolselt 15w enormous aeneit 19
ACOR Decal, s qUArantees sesurily far e Sydney
aflice 1ar anothar Faoe Years, Jur granls icarte 1S
Tar Iy seuvure than 10is and herefore i1 e ‘ong tarr
1ae mave makes The arximsation much more secure
1 nandily.,

Wl pieswcd] spl 4 grianls which sowened par of the
rancanen Cogls Dula made a clear degigion 1kat Com-
mrEnseallin 1 Was impsmant enaugh o ke uluce that
ACOA gl Deadr by thlfcianss Sabwsen 1 fit-out sost
and the grand

Lasidy, we nove Ravg (o roeesl i runang ses1s of lhe
Bavlging nursghies, Wn Pave negalated 1o receive par
cl aer previoys renta gean o cover Lhese cosls. We
are condident Shet wo can meet these cosis whick n-
e4de a grodua upgrading o e air aonditisnirg sys-
T A tdal Al g et that systam wsoid na be covered
Halkin cur Bugine!.

W have Ined in the rotes to gowe membes 3 melure of
the: hrangia pedom-ange Gf fhe organ sanon Separate
to e Comsnonseallt 21 isscg Innegnraa, quriPeosmn
15 up but By A smaller amauni 1han in prawdgs pears,
Ve had some over-nims in 3oecific aneas ol oo aanle

dent we have alddressnn fnnza by reehating iroreasod
Linding ‘or soma sawices and Ly nnplementing cosl-
SREYING SrEEgins.

Ou- ghygctive far 1995% s a swiplus ol 220,000, Man-
agery and claf are plarming e s avlsames.

“he cazh posilon 2 June G0owas 54064 ay o nole
. Tivs is s2maemial misleading d.s 10 an aulstading
grant of F28 CAD from: e K SW Gaparire el of Fleatis,
whicn Ihey Pad rnd paid becouse of coqlusisn walf the
extre grarls iz year Tha! ampunt acpsars in the az-
counls as part o the recelvables n wle 4.

Juna A0 dlzo reproserts Gne of sur 1our perinds of 1ew-
&zl cash rosnrees BEcause 0 he following weok our
QUARET.Y PAYTENT Anyes.

THe grgarisation remams 1na sreng fing cal oosil on.
[E eash position Ags oswi recuced becacgse 2 1hn
Corm Beg's cegisigr I proseod wilhn e move g Com-
rrcrwrzalth S There shgoid be na linang@l arablems
the {oresaean & “ivse but the sdogfior does figahgnd
the need ‘o adlicrenss 15 hudgets .0 21 areas af i
arganisahnn, et demaas for seriges which awings
CLESIGS GUT CRRACEY [ suaply.

The writz-f ef Hro Cammanwaallh 51100 o wall gor-
Vg linflaerca e badarcs she atdar e mexHivg yenss
bEerause Sf i sier of e iee stmen,

Mol o Sarineama s acanent from Lhe Slae Gowen
ment, although we and continu ng ' explere 2lternate
EAUrcAs such A% cottucls - arsa Fealth sernnoes,
Fundraizsed insarsa s increased &g we ope it sl
NCTEASE A7Ain. & {undraising stategy is being dewal.
aped with e am 20 rérzasirg thae indepzndenzo of
ACCH ard seracog nor-lunded area.

Sertar aress Lonfinuc 10 have parbizolar demards which
150 busge! s 5a0 wa wall need [ 22ntinge [ manitar
Thivse £reas. | am preased 10 resore imead e aseouris
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AUDMTORS REPORT TO THE MEMBERS OF

AIDS COUNCIL OF NEW SOUTH WALES INC.

| have addited 1he acoourts ler e yea- asasd 30 . one 1329 sl out a0
cAages Namherad 44 8 54 The company's directors are rasaonsible lor the
proparatiar ardd craserlaticd of |ha acococunis and the infarmanian oy
centan | awe coldusicd ae rdependant audit of these accounts in ore-
B0 O pROSS an Con on on than B Lhe membe-z of the company

iy it et Dt currd acted in accardance wilh Ansieslian Aodgiliig
Slandands 1o poade reasanable assurance as o whether the avcounis are
Irga & maktertal msstalemeand. My proccdures neluded examinabcn, o &
Lesk Leasis, o geviduneds supsareg tha amounis and cther deacins Jras in
thet zeeednts, and (he cvalvabion ol azounting poicées and segrilivat
accaunatng esbimates. T Hese crocedures have Boen nnderakan 1 krom an
sperieen wd 12ovvhabher, i all materiz espects, e inancigl statemants

arg prosontod 12y in accariance wih Austiahan dosawnirg Slandares
genl SIALJboy FEdu FemEnTs Soas 1o aresent & view of The campany whth
i cunsistenT wilhdny ooderstanzing of their finarcial poamar ard the
resulis of thatr Jpeatons and SAsh s

Ther il O it axpre s e in this oo has Bpen fremad o0 The abave
LIzt 1.

Andé fipitian

In my pricn, the aggounts of &ds Couecl ol Haw Soull 'Wa es Ing ane
arapAnhy drakn o

1al  =coas o gwe d dne arg falr vinw ob

[ “he stale of ailairg of he compary ot 30 Jara 1935 and
ol he resUiis zns cash Thvan of tho cempany ‘er he year
cndecd e That date: ard

[iif e cdber maters fequaerd By (hagiors 4, 44 & 48 o
Far 3.6 ol se Corporations Lew 19 be deal win n the
ESSauns;

] nazcordance with tha previgons o tha Coporal ons Law; zna

el i ascordancz with all apphcacen Accsorling Stancands,

Boent o

RAYMOMND maZZl GE: CPA
Leowal 2

105 Gurword Foed
COMNGOAD MSW 237

Datedd s 110 Gay of Qoloker 19495

AN funiuil Augael = P 53—




AIDS COUNCIL OF NEW SOUTH WALES INC.

ALDS COUNCILOF NEW SOLUTIF WA LES IxC.
ALAMPED FINANCIAL STATEAMENTS
AS AT 0 FUNE 1005

AMNS COUNCIL OF SfEW SOUTH WALESN 1N
BALANCE SHEET AN AT 38 JUNE £995

Hotes 1945 1484
3 % 5

CUAREMNT ASEETE
Sash i 54 GAD 7E3,301
Fecavables 4 353 405 "O30H5
Inveriarias Y 13531 R
Crher 5 55,053 e B3 TR
TCTAL CURRENT AZSITS 43 6SF H¥T 8NA
HOMN CURRENT ASSETS
Fraoedy Plant & Eguwameart H 1,517,331 Ao BUS
TGTAL NON CURRENT ASSETS 1,542,351 JR3.E9R
TOTAL ASERTS 1. 5354117 1,261 50%
CURRENT LIABILITIES
Ceditors and Borrowings 5 B35 4 2 g7
Cithipr "] | FHE
TOTAlL CURACKNT LIABILITIES A91,706 234,041
HON CURRENT LIGEILITIES
Croditors ard Barrswirgs n L2 11,834
TOTaL MOMN CORRZNT LIARILITIES 22351 111,538
TATAL LIABILITIES 383046 MEETE
MET ASSETS 3BT S Qen ERl
ACCUMULATED FUMDS
Aczumsaled lends 81 beginning o year JEL REY 330,544
Carrrent =ar ZurolusDel oih 50620 1'1,[H%
TCTAL ACCUMULATED FLIMNEA & 25207 T Jas B2V

AL Anmaal Raport = page 44




INCOWE & EXPENINTURE STATEMENT
FEAR ENDELD 30 JUNE 095

Moleg
INCCIKE
GEranly Apce weil 11
Lees: Gratls Jrexpendyd ]
Add:
Dignabars

Ewenls and Acliviy es/Furmd Hasy
IntErcst

Saes ol Vnamirs

Cihe 12

TOTAL INCOME

EXPENDITURE

Manammoeal an
ATt FRES 13
Baarg 14 Counci
asl ol Goods Sald
Fina-ce
Fu.nd Aavaing
g Suppl a4
Frawrcll 14
Fastage, Freighl ard
Te ecom:mun Sa0SnS
Fragran, Resuarces a3l
wlisnt Szrviees
Publicny ang Feartaniin
ingarances ard Probazssral
Senices
Trawval and Fep-gsodanaa

TOTA_ EXPEMDITURE

SMET SURPLIISHDEFICI ) BEFORE
EXTRAQACIMARY ITERS

EXTRACRDIMNARY ITEME 2

HET SURPLOENDEFISI ) AFTER
EXTRADHDIMARY TTEMS

A0 Sl Hoygacerl = payge A3

AIDS COUNCIL OF NEW SOUTH WALES INC.

1555 1504
g 5 5
5872945 £.074.824
257241 233 502
3690708 5842 282

i34 509 151,500
207775 221,752
5 .C40 42 555
0. 7355 53,255
£1.257 53,454
538 T51 SHE.G18

5156059 £, 400, 851

BEE,115 YT 15
17 Bad 18,210
11,714 27 515
B3, SET 74,500
33,47C 43,40y
124028 REETE
205 553 20H), 308
4,000,038 4,012 234
207 B2 a2, P52
A7 4 5HT A53,03%
15550 177,778
55,014 77,248
252,540 54,574
B315,2°7 6,350 08

{159,258 1E.08%

565 BT -

5 COEAPO 5 15053




AIDS COUNCIL OF NEW S0OUTH WAi..;ES ING.

NOTEN TOANMD FORMING PART OF THE ACCOUNTSY
FOR TR YEAR ENDER 30 JUNE 1005

MOTE 1 - STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTING POLICIES

The accounts have bean arepared 1 accordanco wilh F1Eements of Aoeounbng Gon-
cepls, apphoabde Acsol nting 3tardards and the applcable disclosara egu remenls
of Schodida S af 1he Coacratians Aagulalions, with the excenticis sbere pated:

{a]

ib)

(ch

(e}

Basziz of Preparalion

The accowrts havo comy prepaced on an accrual bazis and am e basis sl
historical COSEs AN do rof b irdo 2aeoout S anging menny valles 0, esep
where s1ated, curneal vl galion® cf nofcurrant assrts. Tho aceoucting ool
cies bawe beon ennsistontly appisod, un ess sthervise siated,

Drapraciabian

Ceprecizliar is calculated on m sieaighl ng Dases o as 1o wite aff the cot cns
at axsh depreciahle non-currenl 2507 Gwer 1% cxpouisd useful [,

Fixed Assels

mieod aszads ara inzluged 31 cost or atinZepondem waluahien and are gRoes-
aled over the eslimagd nsgful wes cameserang frorm he lime e asam is
hekd ready for use. Only 255815 ol substaros and o malenial valye nave hean
rAplabied and subjesl ¢ depreciation.

Accounls Asceivable - Grands

Tho caunc! progaios assiums on an acorudl Bacis, thergtare all lunds ta be
ommitted fod b freandial year bave been recordad &% neca For 1zl pear.

Leases

Assats which ate acgurec under leases decmed 1 88 Fanco loases™, thal
i, leages which effocs vely ransfor from thee I05Sor o Lhe lessee sabsiantially
all e ngks ang benctits incidant 10 the owrarsh p ol lhe eased assets, a:0
edpita 1284 as fined assels.

Finaree leases are capitel sed by recording ar nd & asset and liahilitg aqus
1o the gresent va oz o e rin mul Bose payrecnls inc uding 8 my quiararnles:!
resifual va ces. Leasoen arseds arg a o sed ova- thel- espected wseful | wes
Lzing the stra:qat ins realncd, Lease pavmerts are allecatod briweannto s
eafANSE and legse hakilily.

Lease expendilure riahing 1o Wo2ses doomed te be “sperating Intses” s
Cuprsrd a4 incuren. Jperaing 10350 comnrelmenls avisiandirg Ab Relanoe
date inciude guarantesd resideal valgps,

A0 Anmunl R = paate 28 e
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IDS COUNCIL OF NEW SOUTH WALES INC.

NOTES TOAND FORMING PART OF THE ACCOUNTS
FON FHE YEAR ENTIYRD 30 JUNE (993

1655 1994
¥ %

HNOTE 2 - EXTRACORDIMNARY ITEMS

During he year erded B Jung 1998,
Lhe AIDS Counc’'l af NEW moved aMicas
frcm Gouwibara S1seet dc Sommo eeealik
Sl Suery Hills, Tne newe alfeges
resdred gxlens ve recvaTons gnd &
g-arn ber 1he cost ol renavahinre: as

will as the zos1 ol moving was soughil
1ar NEW Fealth Gepandment ang was
dxparsled 25 ol ows:

A mnnraaa |0 S el Fo Ol Gran: 1,054, GO

Caprngiabzr ar kb ! 186, 507
Heal b May Whils gn 1,12 .54 g7.854E
Make Good on Ceford Square

lnunsiment B, are 34 1 4GS N T
Renl o Ray White on 4 1 95 22 feg
ake Copd on 100 Geulbanm @)

10 2 Jaads Inledore SY024

a7 A4

Canzularcy Foo in Davenron
Camzbal or #r.0%0d EHRE ]

EL e b

AZEIN Al Flport s i G e—e——————




AIDS COUNCIL OF NEW SOUTH WALES INC.

WOTES TOAND FORMING PART OF THE ACCOUNTS
FOR THE FEAR ENDER G4 JUNE [905

CLURRENT ASSETS
MWOTE 3 - CASH
Casn at Gand
Commonwealth Bark
Sy rREy
- igmwre thash Caast)
- Wewioasthe Hertzn)
- L Wathour

- lllawarea
- Parramalla (Weslo o Sydaey)

sashan Dages [
Apziralian Egrppean Firanse Corporalicn

FA gaasiohitye o thy Crtergoadlin Sa0 )
Commorwaslth Bank

{>azh on Hand:
Fethy £2sh

—aTtal CASH

MOTE 4 - RECEIVABLES
Govammmant amnd QEngr Gea s o miten

176772
nss: Frovasion for Dodbiial Gobls

WOTE 5- INVENTORIES

Sleck on Hang - at £ost

14495 153494

5 &

(a5, 845 35781
2536 S { )
1137 o =
10591 1,514
{187 447
17 .51}

(35 457 fB 544
FUERY BYE 390

o ¥l 15,0840
&r.onr BET.47H
a 00 3000
354, BR0 AT19,30])
TG, 185

12 FETE 2, THY
HiEE A0E B1mes, Bas
18,551 =1 vl

el el

TR T LT
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AIDS COUNCIL OF NEW SOUTH WALES INC.

NOTES FOAND FORMING PART OF THE ACCOUNTS
FOR THE VEAR ENLDED 30 JUNE 1995

1854 1554
> 5
CLUIRRENT ASSETS
NOTE & - OTHER
Arcrugd [gema 13,123 11,2514
Propaint Cxponses 23,840 £y, 132

UEpIsins - Latbhes 14,1040 11,183

§ L6003 § 44,871

- [ s PP ]

HOM CURRENT AZZETS
NOTE 7 - PROFPERTY, FLANT & EQGUIPMENT

l, Furrilurz & Fittings

Fuerijure & Fittings - A1 o 1,205,430 S).62B
NERD AnC MR Daprecialion 178,636 29,008
1,026,555 21619

2. Qe Equipmend

Qfive Equipmen - &3 g3 Fo2.000 AT 102
Less:  Accurnivasted Ceprnga! o 454 Rhd L1 B3
A8 301,672

1. Equipiner] Under Lease

EgQaipriem Under Lease - A oost 144,350 13 354
Loss:  Ascurrulzles Depreciation 5.50% 2,85
N 2 AT

q Leasehold Improvements
Leascheld Imerouvemonts - &L cosl 2E14 pEl
Less  Accumulates Deprecialor 2614 BElL
TATAL PAQFERTY, FLAMT & EQUIPMERMT 51,343,357 R R

AR Arrngal Fisprar] = gsage 449
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AIDS COUNCIL OF NEW SOUTH WALES INC.

NOEES T AND FORMING PART OF PR ACCOUNTY
FORTHE YEAR ENDED 10 fUNE 085

Bl
TURRENT LIABILITIES
HOTE B - CRENTORES AND BORAQOWINGS
Trake Sreditors
Acerucd EXponsas
Leeage: Lz lnlily 10
Prawisions 15

TOTAL CREDITOHS AND BORHIWINSGE

MOTE 9 - OTHER
HEXFPEMDED GHANTS

Lrespandad grarls répg-asard 1ha bolal a1 grents
urigxogiad at e end of Lhe aericd, The batanke o
Ihese fearls will Bbe carmed Fareaed o e nexl pericd
wiher Re relavant expenses can har Be proparly
rmalced 1 tha pariod in wkich they e ircurres.

Srant: arg a5 o'lows:

MSW Depatment of Heallk

Cemmanweallh Grants mcluding Depatment of
Human Services ans Healik

Australian Federalias af AIDS
Orgamsatons Inc.

AI0S Trus: of Alslraia

N3W Departmend ol SCommuanily Samvices (Sa4F)

Area Hualt) Sepiue

her Soams

TITAL O CORMMITTED 8L T LINEXFERDED:
GAANTS RECEIVED

AL Granmis nobdduange

TOTAL CURRENT SrABLITIES - OTIIEA

1935 1894

5 5

Za5, 154 184,892
5,050 21,302
18,575 17,228
FrEADL 223,445
GE38, 4B LE21.878
Tal, A% 31135
2,994 23144
17,651 17,358
aran 1,844
ef, 143 T Hus
27,2l 61, J5E
#5224 232,595
&3, Rl

3202, 241 E2HE 182

s -

AN Sriraal Fhepcsd s pagm M0 o




AIDS COUNCIL OF NEW SOUTH WALES INC.

NOTES TOAND FOGRMING PART OF THE ACCOUNES
FOR THE YIEAR ENDED 3% JUNE 7985

tobe

HOM CURRENT LIABILITIES
HOTE 10 - CRERITORS aMD BOAROWIHGS
Finance | gases

Finanoe Leates Sumitd ised and int.uded
i Paant and Equizerent (Maie 7,

Lease Camnitmants

- Mat [aler Ehar ard? wuar

- caier than are yoas Bl nat laier
b fvra yedars

- Laler than i pears Dol gl aier
[T N BT T

- Laler tnarn byvo yenes

B4 _eas0 Faymants

ChzciucT Fullne Finance Charges

TOTAL LeASE LIABILITY

LESS CLUSRENT LIAR.ITY 3

MOr: CLUBRERT LIaBILTY

NOTE 11 - GRANTS RECEIYED

MEW Qepanroent of Health
Ferdgral [Save-nmen:
dustralisga Feceration ot &ids
Orgamsat on 'ng.
AN T nast of Ausiraliz
Anxa Heallh Serviee
MHEW Geoadment of Commumiy Services | SA8F)
A ErAaha Ceoncil
Qthears

n:

wsg Exlracrnirany Ihems

AN Annual Heport + pagsa =1

1995 1954
-3 g

B o KTk
AR 37132

N a0

: 7508

145 BAE 178 500
=h,052 49312
11,836 199 0T
15,575 17 204
S92 F11E 526
413,155  §.149.328
B, 25 TE YT
24,308 4gou7
54,768 10, Py
124,772 51,153
Fo 146 72,771
8,620 .
104, B0 152 GOE
826 545 6,074,824
1 15, LA .
$6 07 4,B2 1




AIDS COUNCIL OF NEW SOUTH WALES INC.

NOTES TOAND FORMING PART OF FREACCOUNTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDRED 30 JUINE 995

HOTE 12 - OTHER INGOME

Renlal lnenmig
Huyers Clup
Conzultengy Sorrwos
Sales of Matarrals
Membership Faas
Slafl 3ocial Giuk Faes
Wagos Rarsbursed

HOTE 13-~ AUDITORS REMUNERATION

Arrounts raseived, or due and receivable
oy the Auditor for

Avdiling she main and project acoounls of
A0S Codrcil of Mew Soutt Wales Ing.

e~ Accouning 3a-wices

HOTE 14 - PAYROLL

Wanst and wage-relatod expor ses
Superar nation

HOTE 13- FROVISIONS

Annua Leave

Laawd Loadeng

Long Sarvics Leave
Worhers Compensation
Sk Leave

Malw

ACCHY Arral Ropanrt = pagg 42

19545 14524

5 -]

14.8M 248

- g

- 7 EES

1R,370 PaE S
5,aL% £ 452
Ly 2270

&= 518 .
Ly, Ao 52,154
(L 17,330
FLO #3a

31T 045 518210
3.831 5157 A Ll T T
163,0m 1753519
SA0OLDEE T DR 20T

261,144
3B, pas
3117
"4, G50

ST, 105

o m——————

il

207 F5e
0,235
45 441
12,520

24437

283, d4E




AIDS COUNCIL OF NEW SOUTH WALES INC.

NOTES TOANMD FORMING FART OF THE ACCOUNTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDELD 30 JUNE T995

Mobaz

1855 1384
5 5

MOTE 16 - STATEMENT OF CASHFLOWS FOR THE YEAR ENGE D 30 JUNE 1935

Cash flows Trom aperatirg achyilies:

Fleseints fenm cusiomars: &

granfirg bgdies S 880 875 B.3hs 527
Fayronis ko sapplecs & e nployees (6,201,275) (6,412, r96)
Interes received 51,040 48,355
Interest and pibar casts af “nance

naid [E 524 (4,447
Met cash dram cperaticg aciy es z EI397 {12,371]
CALH e Trorr rsa50g ad bz s,

Zawmnotils far ok ericvabicns.

lLrenture & Lithngs, ard

plar & Qiapment 2ecuired {1.266.453) (184,574
Srocaeds ‘or plant & equipment soid . 21 oaT
Sk csin 1o investing acvilies [, GES, 4 54] [1ES4T7,
Cash llows from hinencirg activies:

Payvments noduging lease lighily (32,1381 (51,407
Met zash irom [nanong astiviies (12.133] (51,407
Met rrease in cask nald tGEd GG0Y 1208 Z53)
Cast At il ey neiryg ol B yuear FILER0 U2 s usn
Casat the end ol T yeqi : T2.3E0

AN Annual Fopon ~ page 53
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AIDS COUNCIL OF NEW SOUTH WALES INC.

NOTES TOAND FORMING PART OF THE ALY OUNTS
FOR THE YEAR ENIIND 30 JUNF [995

Motes 1o Iha Satomwionl of Cash Flows

1.

Mtoconcilialan of ta4-

For The pufpraas of the slaterent of cash flows,
cesh rnclkud g cisn on hand arsd ir banks and
invesimants o mae oy marksl inslruments. Cash
atthe gnd of the vear as skown in the slalemaent
of cash ows s recoasiled o e related tems

in e balarea shook a8 faloaes:

Cash an haed
Cash at bank

Blepasits ol call

Recardilialion of nat cast1am cperaling
BEEVITES [0 coerabrg prelityioss)
after ngome 1ax and extracrdinary items.

dparating prolms loss| after mccme tax
and extracrainary jems

Depreciglion and Amortisal an
Lease Inlaergst

Lass on Disposal of Agsels
Froaizinn for Coubifs! Ceois

Chamges in Assets ard Lipoll1es.
Iraragse in Aecaivables
Incredse 0 Cihes Curpent Ascels
METSAse N Inveniony
merzase n Trade Crediners,

Aocnaln & Prowsions
Decrarza N Grands n Adwetice
Decrease n Lutse Liallily

pet cash from oporatirg acie ez

i VDN Anngal Rapol = pago Sea

1935 14954

¥ &

A, 004 3,0
{355,437) 28.E44
" BT.097 G687 476
5 54,660 2719,370
S0E 420 15,083
204,115 126,723
14 021 12,843
19,727 -
12,787 12,787
(230 425 145, {156
(11.280) (1,463
(9, 704) =k
148,674 (1RSAT)
(23,0213 {337 408
(17,238} e BN
127 551 [28.454)
S4533,971 £12.371
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